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See then that je walk citrumſpeSly, not 
þ a Fools, but as Wiſe, Fedtetzing the 
Time,” \becauſe rhe Daj# are” Evil. 
i W berefore be ye not wnt1ſe, but wnders 
| landing what the Will of the Lord is. 


Words, and then proceed to that 
which 1 intend to make the Argumenyg 

of my further Diſcourſe. 
The Particle s!, which we hete render 
then, and in other _oce therefore, __- 


J*: firſt give ſome - account. of the 
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Tefer wm to what weat belote, and thowathee * 


the Text has ſome Connexion with, or Re- © 


| td nm eb bro bop aid _ 
hortations. I epi "1 


See then, or therefore, how ye walk, cireum- Þ 


ſprftly, i.e. accurarely, or exaftly [7% 


Ds Ot Wall is here part! 
ng F £2- 
| — ny} pd - very, gn x dp 
ing Expreſſions [Not as Fools, but as 
Wiſe,] i.e. Not as theGenriles, but as thoſe 
who are enlightned by the heavenly Wiſ- 
dom of our Saviour ; not as lnfidels, but as 
Chriſtians. * * W 


Gr ood other] angpages 

In Dan. Chap. 6. Verſ. 8. Nebuchadnetzer 
blaming the Caldear;, that they did nor tell 
him his Dream, which he had as 
well as the Interpretation, which, they ſai 
was not to be ex from any Man, but 
only the Gods that dwell not in : 
He would not admit of the Excuſe, but tells 
them, [og I ger _—_ or 
xecie cv vapors iEamepglir, Which is para- 
phraſed by Grail, aarar eiivih, Fe delay, 
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He : is ſaichto buy or - redecaerbe Time in the 


bay 5 grey Phraſe. 
| git9 this, .It ia form of Words: 
Ether 


or as the! 
a that 


in his ol. | "Boe by ho intends 00 more! 
than thatn all ' 


on, in-cloſing with thoſe fit faſons they 
might-meet with, of doing that, which by 
+ —_— _ were 

Reaſon which - the 


is to. be his Senſe. For the 
jo oe Pere") Ewl, i.e. 1a the largeſt 
Notion of that Word, 25 it denotes Sin, as 


well-as the Miſery that is conſt 
it; difheult, . peralous times. Therefore ds 
wiſe 
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wiſe and careful to avoid the. to 
decline the Temptations, 'ro'ſhurmp the 
to lay/bold on the- few'Oppor- 

tunicies which ſuch Evil afford: / 
To this he ſubjoins the laſt Clauſe, which 
contains the Direftion' to, and [implies the 
Cauſe of all that herha@” 
before. And-thisis propounded'in fort of 


ny  Negatively and Generally, | B 
ya not un 
wiſe or Fools [a ppoves.} 
2. More Particularly and Poſitively. / \ But 
Tad whe: the Wall of the \Lard us, 
Loontrrs] ther Word 


pur vis oe but endendeiriaſited very 
_ pra yt what Ia Ado 
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Having, given-this account of the Words, 
I ſhall the Senſe of them in this ſhort 


plain'Parapbraſe: - 

That ye may behave your Ghrrcatdrcmmes 
Children of Light, and: not be partakers 
with Inhdels in the avfraicful Works of "Dark; 
meſs, &c. Be very accurate in your Lives, 
and-in all-your' Actions, | as becomes thoſe 

. are endued with that divine Wiſdom, 


certain and excellent which 
with ogr Saviour came down from Here 
B 3 ve 


ans caghe tor tae god bed 
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unto each other. Lazar qd xs 
So that in ſhort, To walk, or live 

is to take care that the wtinie: courts; of :gur 

Life be ſuch a> it cannot be berter, —_— 


thren. Actions bi--in- nothing 'de- 
ficient, neither as to Marter or Manner, as to 
Thar in all rhefe reſpetts they þe-exattly ar 
greeable to human” Nature in , to 
np we ns» ry ne 


lar ; "that isy/ rhar: chey be as»; 

99 we are can do. = ry 
_ - If anyenquire-yet more particularly w 

a perfettly. good Life is ? 1 way anfwer, thar 
as the A here ſuppoſes it, ſo-may | ſup- 
Poſe that/all Men know it. - All Men have an 
Idea of Goodnefs, which upon feveral Occar 
fjons they take notice of, - and, refer 1oz 88 


an: 
this Id&@ is not fo attually thinved, me 
would be well if it were ; that 1 may raiſe 
thoſe Thoughts,and help to make them more 
explicit, -Þ will propound tuirgaderab ie: 
; cription 
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_ Univerſal; and to be obſerv'd 
wede.') Such arc the Loye of 
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D£ Wiolking Exactly, 


ble us to live -fax þetter than other. Men : 


And if we do noty we are: y- wanting 
to God's Grace, and to our ſelves,wo receive 
his. Grace in vain. 


6: This is the ſure and only way to per- 
wo If we would ever in God's eſta- 
blifgfd Methods arrive. at that, 'we 'muſt 
ſtrive to be exact, to do as well as we can, 
ſo.as we-cannot/mend it. For Man by do- 
gap enlarges his Power, and fo ad+ 
on; ſtillhigher, ill he has attain'd £0 bis 


Thus [it- is with us in other Matters ; \by 
Actions we ire Habits.' The more.ec- 
curate Our are, the more ear» 
neſt and diligent we are 3: and Gal more we 
exerciſe our ſelves, the: farther do we ad» 
yance.our perfection... Thisthen is the uſual, 
the ſure, and I may add, the only way £0 16 
Thas. in matters of Frade, 'A and 
Learners are firſt inſtracted what it is 'they 
are-to aim at, and then, perſwaded';to-in- 
duitry. and diligence; ayd that. |\whoever 
fully com S that which is to be; done, 
and; diligently intends and p—_— it; 4 


will -not. fail. of arriyin 
So ®ris in the Buſineſs of Opt pnnt ey He:that 


has a clear and %: Jace of whit ip is, 
and is duligent in the Exerciſes that he. is to 
do towards the it, ſo as to do-his 
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are not truly, 
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there arein the-Gaſpet ſuch, ſo and 

Plain adage ach of. God, oy our. ſelyer.of 

the ſtate and conditions Men, vyhar.it is, 
true happine {and 


: that to bein thernatural and belt uſe 
of 2 Man's ſelf ;: tobe, moſt 'afetted Ap 
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Well-doing, come re 

All Men in the World - are _ .. 
the knowledg of ſome Good, ſome Virtue 
or other: Ard if a Man' well and carefully 
atrend. to that, it will by that 
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%l tit will oat 
torepeat the ſeek after 


may ER = 
W y to 
by Mind in the ſame State and Exerciſi ary 
rae wy here any diſpoſed and 
yu - ew >; ge ad < age pr—q 

to. -judg x. chem, 
STE ITOESS 

not. lay great 

the Chriſtian is in this matter above what all 
other Men can d to. , For he has thoſe 
ſure Oracles which inſtru&t him, where Na- 
tureand unaſlited 'Reaſon would have left 
him ignorant, 'or miſtaken, or doubtful, 

He that lives in the Chriſtian Church, and 
joyns himſelf co the Allemblies of Chriſtians, 
and will but open. his Ears to bear, he can't 
bur underſtand in ſome ſort thart it's d good 
for him to do juſtly, ro love Mercy, Oc. 
on 'r bur thiak ic reaſonable he ſhould tohs 

WAY» ' 
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left 


moſt convincing Argument, both of the. 

wonderful Efficacy, as well as Neceſlity of 

great Care and Caution, Watchfulne(s and 

Diligence to be uſed by thoſe that , would 

liveyery well : *tis Tn this ea” = 
| 


adyantages 

have, 1 has veiled Mev wal tiger pick 
Holineſs and Goodneſs; than our moſt 
fect Inſtitution without that can ever 
us to. | There is no Man, who conſiders, 
will allow the Chriſtian way leads to 
grearerPerfedtion than any method w 
the Heathens ever. had, 'and that we e have 
abundance of Advantapes under our Di 
fation, which they never en yet 

cart bytwith ſhame that ſeve- : 
Ntof have out- moſt of us in the 
Raceof Vertne. Ofw if we examine 
——_—— be able to diſcover none 
but "what may be reſolved into this, ws. 
Thar they were careful how they lived, and 
we are not. Socrates and orhers of 


ter w 
we are with it. 


trot Obſervation, if we will but take 
notice © efogekcrih For, ye Bop 


3 
Intent on, and 
of living well, we do make greater or leſſer 
advances in Vertve, And in all our Obſer- 
vatiohs, have we met with a Man, who has 
been ſet, upon it to live well, that in time 
has not. & Jo? Or have "nc known one 
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live, that'rit :ean-:do- no” better than that 
nn RE OILERS it with ; fo 
a it has aot' the leaſt doubr, deſire 
or inclination to do,to live ſes then 
is he fully perfwaded. -: 

Lex theScriptire,nay Jet our ownSenſe and 
Reaſon inform us, how abſolutely beceflary 
\tis-not 'only:to do ſome Actions exattly,/ 
but to live ſo, that we may be perfect, 
attain 
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The Sum. of what | have exhorted, and 
which | taketobe the. truecand full Senſe of 
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this, have been ſuch as theſe z 1. Thatit* 
vey Cee ng 

er which we are, that we be thus 


nor will have lefs ; to make us live 


YE ings to that 


which is ill ; of the difficulty is in 
i hn ns and giv- 
each its due place and order : And laſtly, 
_—_ things which muſt be done to 
our ſelves in a diſpoſition and readi- 

to know, and will, and do the will of 
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Ytis beſt ſuch ſhould be ar liberty, and thac 


they who know how to neu Eſtare, 
ſhould have one-j ard if they be di 

ro do ſomething better than drudg for the 
Body, that thy ſhould not be taken up with 
providing for that ; and ſuch real Chriſtians 
are, and if they who to be Chriſti- 
ans were, [ do not bat it would be 
thus with the generality. 

Thus much 1 thought fit to ſay, leſt from 
m of this Phraſe,any ſhould raife 
an againlt that Providence, which 
orders all things according to Wiſ- 
dom and neſs, and u y makes 
that the Tondicion of every Man which is 
beſt for him, either to help him to live well, 
or to keep him from living ill z ro promote 
his Vertue, or to reſtrain his Wickedneſs : 
Or where he would not do well, ro make 
him ſuffer, that ſo he 'may hereby become 


capable of receiviag good from the hands of 
him who will recompence us, not only fot 
- good we do, bur for the ills we ſuf 
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Of Redeeming the Time. 


ard hinder us in our purſuit and practice of 
Goodneſs. : N. 
This then that I have ſaid,or part of this,or * 
what ever it 5, that in concurrence with the * 
Goodneſs of Chriſtians, would contribute 
to their doing that Good to which their Re-" 
ligion obliged them, was that Seaſon-or. 
Time of Aion which the Apoſtle here 
commands them to redeem. | 
There are particular Seaſons or Times of 
good Actions,when there is ſuch a conflgence 
of things as help to and in the exerciſe of 
| Vertues ; which, according as 
there is need or reaſon for them, we are to: 


not to bave it. 


F 


doin that (if we left. this.one un- "T7 
) could amount unto. - Such, I rake to F2 

be the laying down my Life for the-/Sgke of /** 

Religion, or che Service 
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that we q- Loy it, ptr 
ſhould Jay out any 

be at the 2 fulr the 

Gratification that is of leſs worth 
Good, which b the help of this 
bl we bop to 0h, 


nd by this 1 told you, We is the 
Price we muſt pay for ſuch a {when 
things concur to wake Vertue fe And 


the more f.afible they make any Adti- 
on, br courſe of Vertue, the wore 
is that Opportunity which they give 
ne will be always 1 oy 
cording to the 

that Action or. = eh it ” 
which may ſcem Lb 4 


of our King ang. '”. 


Df Reveeming the Time. 


[ need to add no more to this general Ex- 
plication'of whar it is to redeem the Time 
or Seaſon, bur put you in mind that the 
Phraſe implies, 

1. That we are not to neglect, to 
from, to loſe, and forgo it : but, as Sele- 
mon fays of Truth, Buy the Truth, and ſell 
it not ;, {0 I may ſay of Opportunity, Buy it 
almoſt at any price, ſF it at none ;- let it 
not go, whatever you may have in liey of 
It. 

2. ' That we are by all means to avoid the 
doing go0d Attions unſeaſonably, that is, 
where a Seaſon may be had ; for otherwiſe 
they muſt be done, if it be poſſible, in-or 
out of Seaſon ; but when it may be had, it 
ſhould not be neglefted. 

This may ſuffice for the general. But if 
it be eftquired what in particular the Apo» 
ſtle meahr the Epheſians do, vrhen he 
bids them to Redeem the Time ? To this I an- 
ſwer z3- That I ſuppoſe he intended hereby 
to excite their Care and Diligence 3 to put 
them vpon the uſe of Prudence and Cauti- 
6n ; to employ all honeſt and innocent A 
to take all pains roeſcape thoſe Wiles 
Traps, thoſe Snares and Temptations to 
Sin, vvhich vvere laid for them ; and thoſe 
other impendent Calamities of yvhich 
vvere in danger, if they continued ſted 
in their_Profeſhon of Chyiſti - That 
they ſhould be very vvatchful to obſerve, 
and in all Hwful and harmleſs vvays, avoid 
all rhat night endanger their loſing their 
Religion, or their Lives, or Liberties for” 
It 3 


_creaſe their harmleſs ways 
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it; ©; vvhich vyould in part be. a dammage or 
detriment--t0 \Religion (tor Re nagld 


gers that were ents and hatever 1 
was andre Ly 
ter-them from, the Obriiti 

they were to. be watchful and, Hligent 
ſeryers of the Times; and 

dexterity to ſtrike i in with, ſerve; i 
Chriſtian Deſigns of them, ſofar; as 
Ws conſiſtent with Innocence and Honeſty. 
they; fhond uſe honeſt Endeavours, 
be BY age ro and en- 


to procure or wage Liberty z rake 
care, as much as they may, to remoye 
their Governors all batred and ill will a- 
gainſt, or. but ſuſpition of them; behaving 
themſelves ſo, as, to.deſerve the good Opi- 
nion and'good Will of 'all Men. ++ _-» } 

In general ; That they uſe their, utmoſt 
care and. dil nce Lo es ' no 
to their Religion, -that they mi pra- 
iſe that, and eſcape the Evils. of them. 
That their being Chriſtians might not Cx 
clude them from the good: things of this 
Life and World, nor bring them. into any 
Condition, whereby ey ſhould velupgred 


PEER 


FRE 
Tie 


n 


ga7* 7 
HL 


—_ 
Apoſtle's 


| chink contain the full oo by 


5 hl 
RO 


\ {ES EPESEELEYNEUED BY EEE b2EStED 


ofÞ's 
THT Hhalaat 


ik dl wt 
be reduced to theſe three 


GA 


Of Kedeem:ng the Time. 


3. Thoſe Evils which were unalterable, 
and inflexible, and could not by any means 
be accommodated to comply with theſe 
good Purpoſes, they ſhould in all prudear, 
haneſt, harmleſs ways, avoid them. 

This 1 apprehend to be the meaning of 
the Apoſtle s Exhortation to the Epbeſrans, 
This 1 look upon as the Duty of all Chrt- 
ſtians. .1, proceed now to the Reaſons of it, 
and ſhall -jum-up all in theſe, two : 1.. We 
ought ro Redeem the T ime, that we may do 
moſt good : 2. Becauſe the. Days are Emil. 


Theſe -are. both the Apoſtles Reaſons, ' onl 
the firſt- is implicd, the ſecond expel 
And indeed, unleſs the firſt be ſy the 
latter will be of no force. 

1. That we may do good, we muſt rc- 
deem the Seaſon. 

(1,) I ſuppoſe none will deny, but. that 
doing good is the Wark and Bulinels, the 
End and. Deſign, the very. Life of his Life : 
And that all ia Man refers to this one thang ; 
He is nothingghe is in vain without he attain. 
it. Nor ; 

(2.) Will it be doubted, but that we a&t 
very dependently on thi without us : 
that there are abundance of Ations,. which 
are Good ar Evil, according to yarietics of 
external Accidents, as they are fcaſonable 
and unſcaſqnable; and that we need the af- 
ſiſtance of other things withour, for the do- 
ing of thoſe that are . unalterably good. 
How can I relieve my poor Brother with an 
Alms, if I my felf he poor, and have it 
n2t ? Or how can I ſet apart Time for the 
Service 


ww ww we , ” 
LY Oh 


IE ane 

or for my Devotions, as I think ——_ - 
be a Slave, and not at mine own” 
if 1 be under Reſtrvintr 


thoſe that would be vw. out of 
much better in it; ( for,whereas in that © 
there is. only an betwixt 
Attions and our ſelves, in this there is 
an harmony betwixt us and the World)”; 
_— true; And if we alſo in our AQi- 
Rt be. befriended by chings withour 
o_—— rien 
v5 :, then. we ought. to uſe all honeſt Art to | 


well-doing, tho we have. but one Point of 
the Wind to fail by. 


and he Fran of milling i it, unleſs 

ſerve this Copnſel. "7 
All Times are not alike Evil. But yet, as - 

oor Saviour ſaid, ſufficient anto the day, 1. E. 

cxery day, # the Ew thereof ;, ſothereare 

no Times, wherein there is not Ewil 

to excite the Cares, and to exerciſe the Pa- 

tience and Diligence of every good Man. 
There ace 1 emptations to Sin, and Dan- 


gers of Suffering in all Ages. Since _—_— 
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Arſt tnade, the old Serpent, and all thoſe 
degenerate Men, whom that wicked one 
_ gain'd to his Party, have been in all 
Times oppolng ad ecuting the Good z 
ine Providence has 
SS ary, and they have been a- 
to do leſs harm 1 NS pork coy ms 
thought fir thus to 

Ad Ek we are tO other oh 
als; ft behoves us to take care, pn 
not run into the Evite with which 
we are beſet ; that we prad decline rhe 
Traps and Gins that are laid for vs; that 
4 freſh Gale blows, we not to 
CS 0 4 hk we y ſtrike in 


Jon of =, ardent oro And not 
only ſo, but that we uſe our beſt skill to pro+ 
purple; becuaſe if we. do nx ths, we 


4 if we do not thus, we: 
able to do very little good in our 
Live, a enuaba dont fognel on Fs, 
ny Difficulties and Hindrancesin it. 
_ . Having thus argued in General for our 
Redetming the Time, 1 ſhall now confder 
thoſe three Particulars diſtinRtly, in which 
Tfurmin'd up the meaning of Phraſe. 
And ſhall give Reaſons for every of them 
ſeverally. 


1, Reaſons why we ſhould take es 
portunity that offers it ſelf, and 
careful wiſely to employ it, negletting 
none. 

1- If wedo not thus, we do not comply 


with the Divine Providence, we do not init 
our 
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God, or to the Houſe of the Poor, or to 
vilit the Sick, or our Friends; , or to our 
Cloſer, 'Study, or Shop, and yet we will 
not go, what a ſchiſmatical contumacious 
Humour is this, when we thus divide and 
cut our ſelves off from the World, as every 
one does that ets thoſe Opportunites, 
which things conſpire tomake him ? T hat's 
mn The wing of Opportunities proceed 
2. The vſin ies proceeds 
from a. good Privciple, the loling them from 
an ill one;and this argues the one to be good, 
the other bad. For ſuch as the Cauſes/are, 
the Effects will be. the ſweet and the bitter 
Fountains will ſend forth. Streams of: the 
ſame Nature with their Sources 
. Now it wetrace them upto their Springs, 
we. ſhall diſcover that all non-uſe of -good 
Occaſiqus ariſes from ſuch Cauſes as theſe : 
ur obgaag are. ignorant. what makes a fir 
2.0r inobſervant, or careleſs whether 
they do well or not; or flothful, that tho 
they be ogg, will not waken ; or over-ic- 
tent and buſy on other Matters : As\Martha 
was, Like 10.42. when our Saviour told her 
ſhe was troubled, and: careful about many 
things, which took her off from the Oppor- 
_ the then had of hearing his Doctrine, 
which her Siſter gave heed to : Or, are 
froward, and will not comply when thi 
invite and call them. 
On the other Hand ; he that makes uſe of 
the Seaſons that are offered him, muſt needs 
be a prudent and careful Obſcrver of things 


without him,diligent and intent upon cans 
g0OQs 
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good, ſenſible of his ownin , and 
of the need he has of help fromabroad. He 
muſt bea Man of Vertue, and good 
Government of 3" a Man of an ex- 
nmr yk whoſe Heart is alway thus 
fixed, fo asto give no ſtop,no check to 

but ſuffers {ot to have their free Coi 


ſtays nor behind, bur follows them'ro all 
that Good to which lead him. 
3. Conlidet the which are or may 


be conſequent on obr uſing, or not the 
Seaſons Artie ntomra non 


call thee to 
buſineſs 
i Not 


and theſe Prayers ſhall be a laid up for 
thee in Heaven, and be remembred a great 
while hence, and on this ſcore thou ſhalrfind 

help in the day of trouble. ' A- 
gain, thou heareſt the good Word of God 
read, or explained; and thou attendeſt ro 
it, and art enlightned in fome Truth that 
will dire& thee in thy way to Heaven: Thou 
haſt had ſome good Seed ſown in thy Heart, 
which will grow up to Eternal Life : _ 
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able to it himſelf fo well. Opin 


poor | Man, who: has no Friends, wants : 
anne ere mr eh be nay; 
vyantages g w _ 

much more than this unlearned, poor, un- 
acquainted Man of no Intereſt, be will not 
's: Our. Opportunities are but few, and 
OC ————_—— 
negle&t none. How ſeldom 1s it that 


thing 0 fo oy wa CIO 
make the beſt of thoſe 
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might have done much good. Let this be 
an 
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'Let me add, that the time is comming that 
we ſhall with”for one of thoſe many-good 
Opportunities which we trifled away 
we come to our Death-Beds we ſhall in vain 
call back rhoſe Seaſons. Letthis 'Conſide- 
ration make ts very careful not-to m_ 
the leaſt occaſion of doing any good, 
we ſhall wiſh we had not. | | 

Theſe Reaſons may be- ſufficient to per- 
ſyade vs not to neglect any, bur to uſe every 
Seaſon of Attion, "that offers 'it ſelf ro u#. 
} now proceed to | | 


2. Reaſons, Why we ſhould not" only 
rake © niry when 'tis - | 
and 


but endeavour ' to mike it; tc 
<changethe things that are contrary to | 
us, to be on ourfide and ſerviceable 
to'0Qr good: bt | 
Now-that | may evince the reaſonableneſs 
of this 5” Firſt; Twill declare what is: here 
ſuppoſed; - Here- are two things ſed; 
which if they be not true, then neither 'i$ 
this good Counſel, which is built -on, and 
1mplys rhem';”7bur if rhey be botlyrrue, then 
is it neceſſary : They are theſes: 577 *! 
1. That Opportunities are few. 
2. We do very much, in ouratting, de- 
pend on them. bb 
1. The" firſt of theſe Thave already faid 
ſomething of, and 1 believe"there''ts.none 
who is not fully perſuaded "of it. '-For 
whac Man is he, who ſees nothow ſhort his 
Lifeis ? And of that little time, how much 
is taken for the maintenance of it ? And 
when 
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par; that wind-bound, and 
he cannot ſtir. 
ry prey nach gry to RI theory 
anc; caroleſs their Complaiars, who 
their own Neglects on — 
ties z. for tho we havenot ſo many,. yet we 
are not quite deſtitute ; we have ſome, tho 
not ſo many as the diligent Man could wiſh 
for ;, yet wehave more-than the idle will 


ces There muſt not. only-be an 
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agreement betwixt the Attion, and him 
does it ; but it muſt alſo be ſuired ro 
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can do nothing. 
Stranger to himſelf, and {6 igriord! 

own Inſufficiency, 'but | 
the concurrence of many Cauſes 
to bring forth 2 good Attion, beſides the 
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he muſt lye- ſtill tor the 
-f we will never-act, 


by kein Simoour ielding; Sails z-: 
when it is foll againſt ok yer we muſt then 
take the advantage of a Tide.” -/ 

The ſam of this is, That we muſt have 
- from things without» us, both. to aft, 

to brig our Ation to-ſeme Iſſue. And 

things without ns will not favour our Enter- 
priſes, unleſs' we uſe our beſt skilland/En- 
deavours to make them ſerve oar honeſt De- 
fgns. But when times arc ill; and thin things 9 
croſs to us, then'efpecially are we tO 
to ſerve our ſelves of them, and make them 
helpful to us. 


Secondly ; This is Wiſdom to/accommos- 
date things, to make theny a" 
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Chriſtie Like, we camnge-be | 
attain the for which we were: made , 
9 Opportunity, we cannot do 


1 proceed, in the third place, to ſhew what 
ſome of thoſe things are that deprive us of 
our 
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This Influence will Diligence in well-doing 
have on us.,, to make us redeem the Seaſon. 
5. Orithe other hand 5 We mult take care 


char 'we be'not at any time jmmod oy 
or confuſedly buſy, eſpecially in the 

matters. 1. By being immoderately buſy, 
I mean, that we ſhould not ſo wholly lay our 
ſtives out "on one thing, as to make our 
ſelves unfit for any other good Work ; that 
we can neither ery; go comply with 
any Seaſon that would ns in that other, 
tho it be better. For this [ take to be the 
State that is beſt and molt ſuitable tro our 
Natures, that we be ever in a readinef5 to 
do good, as we have ity. . And, if 
We ſy our ſelves in ſome one - 
that eitherby being too intent on ir, or cont- 
tinuing loo gg in i, we are difabled from, 
or hindred 'in oing Cot ood Ungs, we 
are over-buſy. of this we..are to be 
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careful in” reference to Seaſon, that we be 
not-ſv Tmploy'd as to regder oor ſelves 
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ther inobſervant of, or incotnpliane with 
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ASIRICIY CLE in reſpect of hu- 
man-Nature and Set you, 
all in-any kind, which one endowed with 
the Faculties of hnman Nature cur pete! 
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better ſpent in good Company, or in 
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ns of Thine we ſpent in cheſs Nl op 
y CET RE thoſe Expreſſes of 
Civility, which become us to uſe in many 
caſes : but, whett we employ our Minds in 
ſtudying to ſpeak W or uſe Geſtures, 
that are wholly" inſignificant, that do not 
correſpond with the Senſe of our Souls, that 
ive no Traikea which they we tumor; 
that are uſed with a vain, withno good, 
ith an ill Deſign. How idly, how 
a org laviſh away their time, 
who converſe © iff ts Vain, hy en 
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motily ſaid, Amici fures tempors ;, and there 
is ſome'dangerof ir, as there 15: of every 


be not teady'to fly away with the firſt Op» 
that calls tq the doing ſome-0- 

ther, and more neceſſary Good. - 
This that 1 fay; is no Dilpa nt to 
Friends; 'and which of all ings,/ this 


ito the mention of, yet, I.can for- 
bear 'to perſwade all Men to eater into, 
and to preſerve this moſt ſacred 


- Notwithſtanding this, '1 muſt intimate, 
that amongſt the 'other Miſcarriages' you 
may by occafion of it fall into, this is not 
the leaſt, "That the moſt Converſa- 
tion of your Friend may ſo:take you up, that 
you may be by this bereft-of Nagy >= 
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own Prudence in preſent Straits: will 


- all, fays 
5-8. He he wad for gud 
him refram bis Tongue from Evil, 


_ A 
DISCOURSE 
oF 


Under landing the ld of God. 


| —_ 


4 Tx 
oil 
Si 245 QUT 
iFole TR 
garter 4 


Tn ſs 


mot: 


ET 
VEST 
BEI 
Paige 


* % 


-It-may be ſufficient to remove this ObjeCtt- 
bt a cn tobe homer ms por 
we aret6 nd that, which 
declares be would haye Man to do, or 


Now 


F; Z 
52 - [pil 


A 
7 
45 þ EZ 


7 
iz 


porount 
oF 


in 
[4 


bit 


w———DRE—_—_——<__ a - 


—_ 


IL IWTED | Huh my 


-2 F144 


cla 


"Methods thir are 

25 they are c 5 wer 
\ hall ſee under 

 viveto Man ately PS 


rr ni 


n_— 


a0 


the Per- 
rom this Conſideration Divine 
j00s two $ Or 
1ge GR a 
; is C 
T- : will or require 

1 nothi 
bro 
Ng, 


—_—— 
—_— 


** 
——_ 
 _w_ 
_—_ 

w 

_ 

- 


KDE 
Sa. 

3 wi ent 7p 
Rokr v Nog 


» 
wo 

a 

T9 7 

i) 

= 0 

þ = 


Es 


Of Uriderſtarwing 


what is the Will of God, For as he can't 
will tte contrary to theſe, ſo he cannot but 
by a kind of neceſſity of his own molt exce 
tent Nature, will all theſe. | 

From this Knowledg which the Heathefts 
had-of God, the wiſe among, them have ex- 


cluded-all imporicy and Impiety, all Folly þ 


and Injuſtice from Religion. | 

If then we have an afſured knowledg of 
what is. wiſe and good, holy, and juſt, and 
rrue (as we all have) we underſtand withal 
what.it that God wills we ſhould do': So 
certain as thou art that any thing is fir and 
becoming, beneficial arid profitable ; ſo cer- 
tain. mayſt, thou be of the divine Will and 
Law. For It is Good, and Jt is the Will f 
God, are two Forms of $ of the ſame 
impart. He hath ſhened thee, O Man, wha 
u good; and what dots the Lord require of 
thee ? Fe. Mic, 6.8. 

This is the firſt way whereby we come to 
the Knowledg of what God's Will concer- 
ning Man, -or his Law to us is,by the Know: 


ledg of what'is wiſe and good, &c. Purity, 
0 Troth, Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
"molt certaialy concluded by gs to be thing 
- which God wills hould be in us,becauſe 

are all Perfe&tions of his own molt ex 
Nature, . And he loving thoſe Perfetti 
and himſelf becauſe of then, infinitely ; 
cannot bur will that they ſhould be pro 
gated zand that every thing which he 

d,according to-its Capacity, 

. them. God's Will is. the Spring, as of 
. creating the World, To of all his 
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the Will of God. - 


after-Works,they are I of 

this teeming overtiowing Goodne(s : H2 can- 
not but will and defire that Man ſhould bg as 
heis; that we ſhould be holy, and merciful, 
and righteous, and faithful, and wiſe in our 
Ie 000 Dagrehs as he hunſelf is ing- 

$0 then we have a moſt certain way to 
diſcover what the Will of God is, and 
muſt be, by a Conſideration gf. the Divine 
Nature, and thoſe Perfcftions whcch are 
elſential to the Deity, And Man is not to 
ſeek in this matter : this is ſo obvious, aad 
caſy,ard common a piece of Knowledg, thac 
no Man's Mind is quite deſtitute of it. All 
Men agree in their Notion of God, and it 
can't be otherwiſe : For cither they- have 
the Knowledg impreſied on their Mirds, 
whea firlt they came into Belo clog; , or ellg they 
are led jnto it by this plain and facil reaſon- 
ing, wz. Whatloever Good there is in the 

orld, is \in God, who is the Original, 
eminently and perfeRly. From hence we 
may conclude, that ſince all, wha. believe 
Godto be, think hm to be wiſe ard goed, 
holy, and juſt, and true ; thereforc-nothing 
that's fooliſh or evil, impure or Kay gt wag 
nor no Falihood can þe required by 
And on the other hand, all Goodnefs,, Wiſ- 
dom, SanCtity, Juſtice, Fidelity, &c. s the 
Law of Heaven, 


Il. By A mares God's Work 
we very of bis Wi1. 
Man's Mind bs Uſer y what be doen 


ſo is God% ; When God' has wade Being 
with ſuch Inclinations, and F z and 
Caratiies; if we ſuppoſe him (whidrwe 
can't'doubr he is) wiſe and mo”w_ we-ſhaff 
certainly know a great deat of his Will. 

Ler bs take a view of God's Works in 

neral, and conſider thoſe Beings whic 
partake of Life, eſpecially our ſelves; and 
we may obſerve ſach things as theſe, which 
-will lead us to a Knowledg of the WH of 
our common Creator. | 

1. We may diſcern in then! a fort of 
Self-love, whereby they have z Delire of; 
or Inclination totheir own Preſeryation ard 
Continvance in that Being and Life whick 
they have. 

2. An Averſation from all Pain; and 4 
Love of Pleaſure. 

3. & Tendency to, and kind of alpiring. 
_y | racy Perfettionr, an rd nttnoſt 
which they ate capable: To this we | 
refer the former. " | 

4. A Diſpoſition and Faculties to comnith 
nicate and impart to others, none of ther 
to be 'by and for themſelves alone, bir for 
o_ ; _ Fo are mo ——" and be: 

cal, eavour to | 
make others like themſelves. dvds 
_ 5; An exatt Order.” Aiiong all Beings 
which Gcd has madey one is plainly fupett 
our to another : And of alt theſe if: this 
4 bar Man is ſupream : There are 

fo Higher than be 3 and all theſe things 
+ ſubjet to God's Will ant! Pleaſdte, 
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Rank with each other. / 
He tha knows, that not onfy himſelf, 
ing things have rhefe lnclinations, 
fe No Se efire their own Pleafure 
and Perfection, ahd that they are" all firted 
for the Service of cach other : He will con- 
clude, that this is the Will of him that made 
us all, and is our common Lord ; that we 
ſhould follow theſe Incligations in our de 
and comply with thein in Lorain 
vcuring to preſerve every be ne 
lowelt Life ; and nor only fo, 
creaſe and perfc 't it as much as 15 con Ro 
with the Service and Advancement of ri 
hizher and beſt Life, which i; the Divine 
Life of the Mind, which in this State de- 
peads on the Life of the Animal 'ft us. 

If it b- thought the Will of God, that we 
ſhculd preſerve our ſelve;, b:cauſe of that 
Self-Love that I natural to us ; for the ſame 
reaſon it muſt be_thoughr his W thar 0- 
thers preſerve themſelves: And if we op- 
poſz or hinder them that they cannor, we 
s God's WHL" "If we do not what in 
us lies help them to do thus, we 'do not his 
\Vi!l univerſally. 

He then that obſerves theſe things, will 
read the Will of; the World's Maker in 
moſt legible Charadters,  fuch /as have n0 
Obſcurity, but the” moſt volearned | Man 
in the World afay runand read: , 
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"If it be here excepted,” That ſometimes 

theſe Inclinations claſh, they cannot all-be, 

+ And that Narure's Scholar hasno 

jon "in this caſe 3/-here! are ſeveral 

things which God wills, but: what ſhall be 
done, where there is a Competition ? 

I anſwer, That which every Man's Reaſon 
will dire& him, 

r. Be ſure there be a Contrariety betwixt 
an of theſe natural Inclinati- 
ons with each other ;, that the ſame living, 
Creature, Man himſelf, cannot be 
and itis, if he become {ervicezble 
to the : If theſe can both be, ler 
them : If they cannot, 

2, Let it be in this, as ia all other caſes ir 
is, let the of the Infe- 


our own particular Beings, when the 
-_ Fr up we may Hy map oma 


© Again; By Nature ( as + have ſaid) we 
are inclined to ſeek after Pleaſure ; __ 
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dinarily Influence on. the other. 
this. ſhews plainly, that he who made us ſo, 
intended and wills, that-not one, but both of 
them ſhould be regarded ; that when we de- 
ſign the . Welfare of we ſhould not 
look on that, as divided , but as unt- 
red with the other : that we ſhould not fo 
gratify the Body, as if there were no. Soul, 
nor ſhould the Soul forget, that it 1s in the 
Body : that we ſhould not look on our ſelves 
as mere brute Animals,. nor as unbodied 
Spirits ; that we ſhould endeavour the Wel- 
fare both of the Mind and of the Animal 
together, of neither abſtratedly and ſingly. 
3- The Soul or Mind is confelſed to be 
more excellent than the Body; And every 
one who thinks a Man has Pre-eminence o- 
ver a Beaſt, will not deny bur thar it is, and 
ought-to be ſuperiour. - For, tho the Spirit 
ules the Miniſtrations of the Body, yet in 
abundance of Inſtances it governs and diſ- 
poſes of it as it pleaſes, © And it is manifeſt, 
that the Mind was not made to be ſubj= to 
the Body, bur, the Body toit; the Soul of 
Man 15 fupream. There 7's none who 'ob- 
ſerves Man's Frame, but muſt concludg, that 
It 15 the Will of his Creator, ut oy 
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they” artfertock. Ber if 'rhey now, of 
meg it 'was a Rt choſe wdo-ir, 
rebuke ves/ ſharply, and 
they thy rk 38h thenfor a; notori- 
ous Crime, and they "are without'Excuſe'to 
Alf chis ſhews,that he who made Man thus 
"to 'review his Petformances, to excuſe and 


| the Good, "to'cenfare and condemn 
4p Evil; willed "all he does 'ſhouldbe 
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\ Behaviour becom 


ſhould aſſert the Minds Superiority over the 
Body z and as to. what is principal in the 
Mind; wiz. the, love of what oh Fn be- 
coming, that. all rbe reſt ſhould be brought 
acder ſubjection to.1t. 

I might now to abundance of 
Particulars, but they would detain me 
too long on this Argument.; It may _ be 
ſufficient to my purpoſe in, general, that 
whoſocver conliders the various Faculties 
of Man, and the Order and Reference they 


Will of - our-Creator, ( as they mult 
| vain, that is, un- 
teſs he. knew-not, or car'd not what he did ) 


quires of - ham... 

If we further . conſider - the, Reference 
Man has, 1. To.God: 2. Toother Men. 
3. The Order, athd Rank, and jon he 


counts, 5. e. What is beſt, and therefore w_ 
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for ſuch a'one in ſuch Circumſtances to do z 
and conſequently, what is the Will of the 
wiſe and good Maker and Goyernour. 

Thus we have difcovered God's Will, 
that we ſhould do good not only from a 
Conſideration of the” Divine Nature, to 
which Goodneſs is ellential : But likewiſe 
from a view of the Nature which he has 
given us, which is ſo formed, that we can 
will nothing but what, ſeems good. And 
if we follow our natural Inclinations, and 
ſeek after the greateſt Perfection 'of Know- 
ledg, that will ſeem fo to us, which indeed 
is {0- 


Il, A thicd way whereby the Will of 
God is notified to us, is th: Conſent of 
Mankind, at leaſt of the generality, and 
of all the wiſe and good ; when they ſhall 
agree that this ought, and that ought not 
to be done ; we ſhould took on that, about 
which they are ſo agreed, tobe commanded 
or forbid us by God himſelf. 

t is certain they think fo, for elſe they 
could not look on Mankind under Obliga- 
tion £ there being none that has Authort- 
ty to lay Commands on all Men, but God 
himſelf. But they do look on all Men, as 
obliged to certain things, as ap by 
their ſayings they ought to do fo or fo: 
For this denotes an Obligation; and that a 
Superiority: . 4.3 Ct 

| Now there is none but God who is ſupes 
riour to al Men, to —— as Sob- 
,nell as to ſingle Per- 
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ſons : And yet of all theſe it is agreed, 
that they ought, or ought not to do 
thin 
Two things ſhould here be ſpoken to : 
1, That this Conſent of the Community is 
and may be looked on,as a Declaration of the 
goes Will. 2. An rays ws of ſome 
thoſe things, in which they 
I, It js noe likely that Men of fach ditfe- 
rent Capacities, Tempers, Intereſts, Times 
and Places, ſhould agree in this, if it were 
not certainly tru:, and fomewhat evident. 
There muſt be ſome one cauſe of this ſo uni- 
verſal Effet, and | know none to which it 
may ſo bly be imputed as this ;, that 
the Wildom which formed us, has inſpired 
us with this Knowledg, which was either um- 
prelled on us at firſt, or elſe our Minds did 
with an undiſcernable quickneſs infer it- 
That the Wiſe and the Vertuous agree, 
that every Man ought, that is, in other 
Words, that it is the Will of God that eve- 
ry Man ſhould do this, or not do is ; that is 
a ſufficient Declaration to the reſt of the 
Wn that - my" wag = 
or we may well ſuppoſe Men, fo quilified, 
hechs Kecaite renbbfd mcems 
and that they are the Perſons to whom God 
will, eſpecially, make known his Laws. 
But where not ouly they, but all, or the 
far greateſt part of Mankind agree with 
them ; this makes the Teſtimony yet ſtron- 
X and ſhoves the Notoriety ofthe Thing, 
that there js a concurrence of the ge 
nerality, will appear by the laſtances 
I hall produce. This 
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Df Underſtanding 


ſelves to ſuch a R of Mind, as to 
call Good Evil, and Evil Good ; they are by 
the reſt looked on as Monſters, and their 
Judgment is of no value ; nay, in their ſober 
intervals they condemn themſelves. Thus 
then, not only the Wiſe and the Good, bot 
thereſt of Mankind are of the Mind that Men 
ſhould live ſoberly, 

2. That we ſhould be juſt and honeſt, 
true and faithful in our dealings and con- 
verſation one with other : And that we 
ſhould do to all Men,as we would have then 
do to us. Even thoſe Men that are unrigh- 
teous, will yet blame that in © which 
they prattiſe themſelves. And thoſe very 
Societies, which are FaCtions, bandying a- 
gainſt the common Society of Men, are yet 
upheld by Truth and Juſtice among them» 
ſelves. 

3- Beſides theſe, I might mention Grath- 
tude to Benefaftors, Honour to Parents, 
Veneration of the n__ Pity of the Miſe- 
rable, and many more ſuch things : In which 
all Mankind agree, excepting a very few 
Monſters, that are uſing all the Arts they 
can deviſe to un-man and un-make them- 
felves. 

Now, whence can ſo univerſal an Agree- 
ment ariſe, but from Nature it ſelf ? And 
that which derives from Nature, muſt be 
thought to proceed from the Counſel of the 
Author of Nature, to whom all ſach thin 
are ſeen, and by whom they are allowed ; 
and conſequently muſt be reckoned as his 


Will. 
IV, God 
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IV. God hasinſpired ſome holy Men with 
the knowledg of his Will, which by them 
has been delivered to others, and it has been 
made credible to all, that this was indeed 
the Will of God, and by him in a very ex- 
traordinary manner revealed to the inſpi- 
red Perſons. And this partly from the ſub- 
limity and excellency of the matter contain» 
edin it ; partly, from the fitneſs, the uſeful- 
neſs, the neceſſary importance, the great 
gdodneſs of it to Men , both which argue it / 
tocome from him, who only knows ſuch 
things, and is the great lover of Mankind. ' 
The Phraſe and Stile alſoare ſach, as do not 
misbecome fo wiſe and great an Author. 
And then the Miracles wrought in confirmu- / 
tion of it by ſome of the Pen-men, and by 
others who owned them to' be divinely in-.__ 

ired : Particularly the Propheries Pre-F? 

ions, which are punCtually fulfilled, &c. 

Such a revelation of the Divine Will we 
have in the Bible, that part eſpecially which 
is in the Goſpel, where we have a clear 
and full declaration, of all thar which by 
Nature, and Reaſon, and the Senſe of Man- 
kind, we were taught was the Will of God. 
That which the Wiſe and the Good came tn 
underſtand in thoſe ways; the Unlearned 
and Inconfidering, and all ro whom rhef” 
Oracles come, are inftrutted and ſatisfied 
1a by them. | 

Thus God has dealt with Men,in the ſame 
manner that our Earthly Lawzivers have 
done, that is, he has canſed his Laws to be 
b Ly Printed 


| —— 
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Ro 


Printed, and Publiſhed. And the Bible is 
the Divine Pandetts and Code : *Tis Hea- 
ven's Statute-Book : Tis both the Com- 
mon, and Civil, and Canon-Law, whereby 

Gf Sy fonld imapine that been 
If any unagine that a great 
part of, or all the Bible was directed to pary 
ticular Perſons, of ſuch Times and Places, 
that therefore they were intended for no 
—_—_—— 

otick and'ftrange Tongue, with whi 
| therefore 


of the World are 
they maſt not be on as a Revelation 
of the Divine Will to allMen : I would de- 


arty ag” > - is 
Ll. in whatever anguage 
were writ, the ſame Objeftion would lie a- 
2. Here is work for Induſtry, and that 
which may engage Men in Study, and en- 
courage Learning ; and may occaſion Men 
my ens themſelves with 
others, and with Wi and Cuſtoms 
of all Places and Times. 
3 bathed os fn pernicatn Rr 
was Qi to ſome P 
this was no more than was fit to its 
Entertainment them. If it had 


larly | \ 

4- That however ſome few might be im- 
mediately concerned in it, and it might have 
efpccial reſpeft to the Men of one Age and 
Place, 
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Place, yet this hinders not, but that ic 
might have a farther reference to all that 
were then, or ſhould be afterwards, in all 
Nations to whom ir ſhould come. 

And tho there might . be, and were ſome 
of the Laws founded on. particular Reaſons, 
which afterwards might ceaſe; yet this takes 
not off the Obligations of thoſe Laws,which 
are founded on univerſal and immutable 
Reaſons, ſuch as belong to all Mankind in 
all Ages. Where the very ſame reaſon does 
not continue, yet there is often a Parity, 
which is ſufficient to lay an Obligation on us. 
Exempli Gratis, Tho we may not look on 
our ſelves as obliged to offer Sacrifices on an 
Altar to God, by the Hands of a Prieſt, yet 
we may and ſhould offer up to God of our 
Subſtance by the Hands of the Poor. And 
ſo the Law of Sacrifices may ſtill dire, and 
in ſome ſort bind us. And thus we may 
make uſe of the abrogated Laws, which 
were temporary, to direc our ſelves in the 
Knowledg of what the Will of God is to 
us, by conſidering Parity of Reaſon, which 
is the way we take inall Humane Laws. 

This Exception being thus removed, we 
need not queltion but the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Teſtament contain a Reve+ 
lation of God*s Will to us, and all Men. 


V. God teaches Men what his Will is, by 
ſecret Suggeſtions of his Spirit. ,*Tis this, 
which often ſhews us the way in which we 
ſhewld go, which directs us, ſaying, This 5s 
the way, walkjn it. 

L 4 
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| believe there is no Man, but one time or 
other feels himſelf moſt powerfully inſtiga+ 
ted to do ſuch or ſuch an Aion, which at 
that time he clearly apprehends to be good : 
And at other times, he is as forcibly with- 
held from whatby a clear light, he ſees to 
he evil. And this he cannot reaſonably 
_ to any other cauſe beſides the Spirit 
of God. He is not conſcious of any Power 
within himſelf that can do thus, and there 
is no other vilble Cauſe of this powerful 
Inflaence : So that it may well be aſcribed 
tothe Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation. 

This brings to mind ſome of the Divine 
Precepts which we had forgot, or did not 
then think of : This diſcovers to us in ſome 
particular lnſtances, what God would have 
us do, which in other ways we could not 
have known. 

Now, this being ſo diſtinguiſhable from 
the other ways as to the manner, and yet ſo 
conſiſtent with, and agreeable to them in 
the matter of the Revelation , we may well 
conclude, that it's another way in which 
God diſcovers his Will unto Mankind. 


Thus I have briefly conſidered the five 
ways in which God makes his Will known 
unto ns ; Cencerning which ways I will fur- 
ther (ay ; 

1. That there is no Law of God, which 
is not, in one or more of them, publiſh'd 
unto us. 

2. That ſome of them,and indeed many, 
are in all theſe ways to be known by us. 


3. Thoſe 


the CUlill of God. 


\ 3. Thoſe that are thus many ways decla- 
red, are hereby ſignified to be of great Im- 


to be known and done by us: 
Therefore was it that the Divine Providence 
took ſuch care, that they ſhould not be con- 
ceal'd from us. 

4- Thoſe which are notihed to us, in ſome 
one way only, e- g. the Scriptures, are not 
contradictory to, nor contradicted by any 
other that are revealed to us in the other 
ways. There is no Repugnancy, no Incon- 
ſiſtency betwixt them, but they all exattly 
harmonize and agree with each other. Who- 
ſoever thinks otherwiſe, he takes that to 
be a Command of Gecd, which is not. 

There may be, and is ſomething more 
revealed in one way than in another; but 
there is nothing in one, that is gnant 
to, that is inconliſtent with, indeed, that is 
not agreeable to what is in another. 

Therefore, if we at any time ſhould in- 
terpret the Scripture-Revelation in contra- 
diction to the unqueſtionable Principles of 
the Reaſon and Mind of Man, we miſun- 
derſtand it. Theſe are both God's Reve- 
lation of his Will to us, and he cannot con- 
tradiCt himſelf, 

Whoſoever will do that which is every 
Man's neceſſary Duty, and greateſt Intereſt 
to do, that is, ſeek after a perfe&t under- 
ſtanding of the Will of God concerning 
Man ; he may, by a diligent Exerciſe of 
himſelf in theſe ways, attain unto it. And 
whatever Pains he takes in it, I can aſſure 
him, he will find himſelf well appaid in the 


Effet 
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Effet of his Labour : . For that muſt be 
Holineſs of Life, and abundant Satis- 
jon and Quiet of Mind. 

If 1 were to give a Compendium of that 
which all theſe ways a to be the Will 
of God, (and more than a Compendium 1 
muſt not offer at ) it ſhould be this, wiz. 
the Perfeftion and good State of all Men. 

Whoſoever either conſiders the Good- 
neſs and Wiſdom of God, or the Inclina- 
tions and Faculties which he has given to 
nay, of all Men, who are in a reſtleſs Pur- 
ſuit of ſomewhat they often miſtake for 
their Happineſs ; or the holy Scriptures, or 
the ſecret Motions of the Divine Spirit : 
He will ſay, that all theſe do centre in, 
and aim at this; And conſequently ſhew 
that this is certainly the Will of God. 

And if we be once aſlured in our Minds, 
that the Goodneſs and Perfection, or beſt 
State of Man is the Divine Will ; we have 
ny SY all the 

yrinths of Particulars. And it we have 
but once form'd a true and diſtin Notion of 
what our Perfection is,we ſhall then ſee clear- 
ly what are the Particulars of which it con- 
fiſts, what are the means that are in order to 
it, and what are the things that ſe and 
hinder it. And in effet, we ſhall be diret- 
ed to a right underſtanding of all the Par- 
ticular Precepts which God has any ways 
publiſhed to the World, and to a proper uſe 
of all choſe Helps which the Divine Wiſdom 

has afforded us. 
This 


others : Every one may rake that which beſt 
ſuirs him. 

There is no Man who conſiders, but will 
confeſs, that the Knowledg of the Will of 
God, is the moſt excellent and uſeful Know- 
ledg we can havey and that it is @ ptinci 
Ingredient in, and eſſential to all true Wiſ- 
dom : and whoſoever is deſtitute of it, he 
maſt live like a Fool : For he wants that 


He that is ignorant, or miſtaken in this 
matter, maſt in -proportion want Wiſdom 


And this 1 think ſufficient to raiſe the 
price of this Knowledg in every Man's 
clteem, to aſſure him that without it he can 


if particular, I honld enume- 
rate abundance of Miſchiefs, intro which 
Ignorance or ' Miſtake of the Will of God, 
and his Law, betrays us. 

De this, That pm of 
i up Floodgates, takes away 2! 
Reſtraints, and gives free Paſſage to every 
vieous Inclination, and unreaſonable Appe- 
nite, ſetting thenr all looſe : So Error 21d 
Miſtake about it lays a kind of Obligation 
on, and makes it in a ſort neceſſary tor ns 
to do ill. 


For, 
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For, if any wicked Praftice, how mon- 
ſtrous and miſchievous ſoever it be, come 
vvith a Commiſſion from Heaven, and pre- 
tend the Authority of a Divine Law ;, vve 
ſhall look on our ſelves as bound to obey : 
Nay, and the better we are diſpoſed, 5.e. 
more inclined to be obedient to God, the 
more zealous and carneſt we thall be to do 
this, yvbich yve, by a miſtake, think to be 
his Will And if it do, as it certainly yvall, 
oppole ſomething that's in our Nature, and 
be never ſo contrary to our Inclinations; we 
ſhall break through all this oppoſition, and 
do Violence to our Nature, I mean to our 
Mind, which is the beſt and higheſt thing in 
us, to do it. 

Nays tho it ſhould be never ſo prejudicial 
to the Society in which we live, confound 
the Order, and diſturb the Peace of it ; tho 
it hould be attended with Tumult, and 
War, azd Bloodſhed : yet a falſe Conceit, 
that it is the Will of God, will make us break 
all Bonds, and nothing will bold us, but we 
ſhall, like the Demonmac w__ the Tombs, 
be burting our ſclves, and diſturbing 0- 
thers. 

T his is that, which under the Pretence of 
Religion, to vvhich ir is moſt contrary, has 
wrought ſo much Miſchief in the World. 
Lam fure the worlt things that have ever 
beendone by Men,have proceeded from their 
thinking that to be the Divine Will, which 
vvas not, vihich vvas moſt lite to It. 

It may be, ſome vvill infer this kind 
of Diſcourſe, that God has not made a clear 
Diico- 


———— 
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Diſcovery of his Will to us, becauſe if he 
had, hovy ſhould Mankind be ſo void'of the 
true Knowledg of it, how could they fo 

grolly err abour it ? , 
To this I reply, That God has made it ſo 
in what he would have us do, that no 
ef in the World can be wholly ignorant 
of it. And there is ſuch a Connexion be- 
onixe the Divide Lows, they hay GRE, 
cne will lead us to 


I fay all this on Suppoſition, That Men 
will uſe their Underſtandings, and conſider 
what is before them : For, if they will not 
do this, they mult continue in Ignorance 
and Error in all Caſes. Burt as it 1s no Ar- 


that winks does not ſee it; no more is it 
that our Creator has not diſcovered his 
o us, becauſe they who will not con- 
» do not diſcern it, or are deceived 


it. 
But, that God has made a clear Diſcove- 
ry of his Mind to us is, I hope, out of doubt 
with us, by what has been ſaid concerning 
the ways in which he has done ir. 

For, whoſoever believes God to be what 
his own Mind tells him He is, what his 
Works declare He is, what the common 
Senſe of Mankind in all Ages report Him to 
be, 5. e. Wile, and Good, Holy,and Juſt,and 
True ; he cannot be ignorant what it is that 
God wills him to be : For God cannot bur 


will, 


F'Y 
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will, that Man ſhould according to his Ca- 
pacity, be like upto Himſelf. 

He that is not wholly ignorant of, or 
nb derftnding of ColvLaw + Fae 
certain $ Law : For, 
if he know the Faculties with which he was 
made, the Order in which they are ſet to 
each other, the Inclinations and Appeti 
that are natural to him : he is aſſurd that the 
Exerciſe and PerfeQion of theſe Facultics, 
the Preſervation of this Order, the purſuit 
of theſe Inclinations, is the Will of his wiſe 
and good Creator. 

, Ly npdorRangy what it is, y 7 the 
LY good, nay any ot Men 
agree ought to be done ;, what in their con- 
ſtant, unprejudic'd, unbiaſs'd Senſe, which is 
not to know : he does hereby diſcover 
the Will of the Lord of all. 

And this Law is in the Bible" writ in moſt 
legible Charafters : All the weighty matters 
are there ſet down in fo plain Words, that 
they are underſtood by all that underſtand 
the Languages : And by help of that Learn- 
ing, which God has given Men, are tranf- 
lated into their own Native Language. 

As many as have and can underſtand the 
Language of the Bible, cannot y be 
ignorant of, or miſunderſtand Fonda- 
mental Laws of Heaven : And the reſt are 
to be underſtood with relation to them. 

And then over and above all thefe ways, 
God teaches Man by his Spirit. » 

In theſe ſeveral ways I have ſhewn how 
God diſcovers, and we may come to the 
Know- 


the Ci of God. 


Knowledg of his Will. But becauſe, not- 
wi ing all, many continue ignorant, 
and not a few are miſtaken,thinking that not 
to be the Will of God which is, and that to 
be, which is not ; and becauſe of the great 
Miſchiefs that come upon themelves and 
others through theſe their Errors : Before I 
diſmiſs this A t, I will lay down ſome 
Directions and Cautions, that ſo we may be 
preſery'd from fo baleful an Ignorance, 
and ſo fatal Errors. 

1. In general, as I have intimated, we 
muſt uſe our Minds, =. ns wy to, 
and carefully conſider, w it is that 

s to be the Will of God, and Law of 
yen : Think whether it be le to 
the Wiſdom and Goodneſs, the other 
acknowledged PerfeCtions of God : Whe- 
ther it be ſuitable to the Nature he has 
given you; whether it be matter that falls 
under common Obſervation, and not only 
the Wiſe and the Vertuous,but the Commu- 
nity of Mankind think themſelves and all 
? To the Law and the T eftimony, ſearch 
the Scriptures, and ſec if they lay fo : Hear- 
ken alſo to the Voice within you, whether 
the ſame be ecchoed to you from that 
Wind, which you know not whence it comes, 
ner whirber it goes. 

Nor ought you only toexamine what pre- 
tends to be God's Law, but enquire after his 
Will in all theſe, and if there be any other 
ways wherein he manifeſts it to Mankind. 

Let us nfe all Dili that we may come 
to a perfet of all Divine 


Precepts- 
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Precepts- For, it we be careleſs, liſtlefs, 
and will not conſider, we can never under- 
ſtand: If we could fuppoſe God ſhould 
diſcover his Mind mach more clearly than 
he has, yet he that will not rd, that 
will not attend, nor conſider, can't know. 

Whoſoever therefore would attain to the 
Knowledg of God's Law, let me intrear 
him to beware of all things that tend to 
make him inconſiderate in general ; or in 
particular,regardleſs of God*s Will. Two 
things | would caution you againſt on this 
account. 

r. Senfualities; which deprefs the Mind, 
and fink us into Beaſts, infomuch that by 
long uſe of our felves in this manner, we 
ſhall have no more to the Law than 
Brutes have, and ſhall live as they, without 
Senſe of God,and our LO to him. 

2. All Opinions, and Ditcourſes, and all 
things that weaken, or any way undermine 
our Faith of God. Avoid every thing 
which we obſerve to extinguiſh our Senſe, 
or but to leſſen our Eſteem and Veneration 
of the Divine Majeſty. For whatever makes 
us regardleſs of God, does neceſlarily make 
us lefs careful ro know his WilIL 

This leads me to ſome particular Cauti- 
ons, all which do reſpe& the five ways 
which 1 have diſcourſcd of. 

2. Take heed of falſe and fooliſh 
Thoughts of God : For ſuch as we think 
God to be, ſuch we ſhall think his Laws. 

If we look upoa God as a meer Arbitra- 
ry Humourſome Being, that does now this, 
ROW 


- the-CUlill of God, 
/ ny rr ore 'Homour takes him; that 
Hoes (nothing: from a Ready Principle. of 
Reaſon, nothing that is 2ccountable to 21d 

by Wiſdom. and Goodneſs; we ſhall-think 

Mr to be the Dererininations-of: a 
Will- unguided by. Underſtanding ; a Will 
_— by er er i felf frog unale- 
| Goodaeſ;. 
| not only diſcredit his eas bn 7 rm 
ovaknowable by. us: Fog gt) 5 yg 'our 
the Dererwinatians of an 


a4. 4 _- «© A 


fonable. Will,.a Wil ſepartte:& om ood; 

nels ? And ſuppoſe we/ronld: know! them, 

yet. it = tg very hard) AR cs e- 

MIT i we think God-t9 be. akoge 
- ; as uhwiſer- 

_ —_ 
cp; —_ at, dangerpus;Miſtakes 
iball we fallint9 tancerniag his-Laws For 
we ſhall then:think that. what. we will; be 
wills alſo t: ne, apr if we have a 
Mind © deceive 9 


do.i it : For we think him like 
» Ageid,3f working, Gognveng det 
AR Ugly; no fincergy yy ghatt ues thar: 

hat 1s not bis rea} Will, which be(baydes 
{rod hut ee etal wb yu 
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canner t6 ſome; and by them to others :/ 

If 1 were rwbarante army terre 
ers to our Scritures, might have 
Nhat Dada & as the” Alcoran, 


oO 
may My47r are/ the Laws of the 260d 
Creatwr.. 

2. — Ae the" Publication 
may not'be wnbceoming. him, 

3- Thar they recernbiiile faper dude 
Atteſtation'; that ſauething be doneavhich 
may convince all- conficleriag' Perſons ' = 
they have 4 Divine Author. 

By- nanny ſhout deret the Fravds 
and aboadtance: of Men. who 
lave tafpirarion;-apd to giverus 
he Lanes ofHiebren: "1 Bat 207 -us who have 
$&ramined the Scri ute by: rifeſe- Marks, and 
afe perſwaded theiy-Divinary,"t aced 
not inſt ow-theſe matters... 


the Buſineſs is -to' prevent oor miſtaking 
the ſence of theſe Divin@ Writings :  Thas 
they 


, ing the Will of God concerning ws let me 
otter a few Conlideranons-. 

y) La: Tine thewkaaking's the: Bible, ro 
| which God obliges us, 1$ rePUgnant ro 
rhe-Law of Nature, de Rentaafienr 
Mind. 
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- areſpoken? This that isca 


other Ages was not made known to the Sons of 
Men, as it is now revealed unto hu boly Apoſtles 
he 


Ef 


And he tells us, that now This is done, 


the God wich bat ho _—_— of 
deny of God, which hath appeared in all hi 
his Church. gfe 2d; PRoSfeb 0D 


the Angels theme! ves. 
"Foc whart is this of which fo ag a Agfies, 


that deſerves ſo greaf iNant ? For eg inti- 
mates tO us, 


I; "That iis. thing of great IoportMace 


noment, 2a ntatter of- great conſe- 
OR 2. , 


:22\Thot'& is ſecret an concealed, And 
indeed if it were not _a.matter of moment, 
the Obſcurity and Secrecy of it would nor 
make it of more account with wiſe Men, 
whatever -it Ay Ran with - the 1 
T his, was-an Art the. Heathens 


gs ice Warkapen. thi Gans 
ro Lok of i, a arg he 
A 


They 


= - | - by --_ cv 
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"They in thisimirared ſorne Painters, whs 
Gegor's Ora which bath nothing behigd 
- Bur fat be it” from us to | 
fich Arrifice uſtd by the Author” 
liſhers of the true Religion :- ho fe pant 


ſneſs hath been to reveal, not 
>ſrureandwail, bur todeclare Ione 
Truths. i us 


as much as the Matters 


Chapter, amto the, 
ly Places, might be known by. the Churth 
the aohfnybs of God ');, and fo may 
ours well be rhought : It increaſes ; 
ing to th2 fotther diſcoveries God makes! 
— jad that is ROO in Tn 
w3s tot in ws us 
Ee - icular before ns, 
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of. Chaiſtianity. 


Wiſdain and ſcorn, 4s the ep 
to have done. Nor, 


2, Will we take our account froti 
Chriſtians of a Fewiſh Spirit, ab 
the Divine Love to ſome Places and ow. 
aud will not allow eagle any 
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= _ All which, are great Miſtakes, and and 
Natl which neither agree with | 


ns which we 4” have of 
A | th the Revelations he has made 


For how can we conceive, that that God, | 


is Love it ſelf, and the.tender and cont 
| 


mniferabjeN+ is better nor to be, than to be 
think 'of 112. much better the Jews 
Chriſtians, "tiles, than ſach miſtaken 


I core Fom Wh thefe, and take our 


nor 
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Trieſte Epbeſiansy before they became Ghri 


' (fans; and we have noreaſontq think chem 


to have been worſe than others; Yo 

- Verſe 1. They were dead m_Treſfiaſſes and 
Sins : So immerſt in them, that there was 
little hope they ſhould ever get out 
. They waltd #n them ; itrwas their 
practice, 'their courſe and - way of. life. 
According to the faſhion or courſe | (T6v 
aiave) of this World, after the guiſe 'and 
manner of Men, as to the far greate(t part. 
According to the Prince of the Power of the 
Air, | eng gy in the Children 
e ;ſobedzence ;, i. e. They liv'd in obedi- 
- * £0, wanton wade rye 

Devil, to whom are {till in ſabjecti- 
on, who will not the Divine Laws. 

ne the YVill of. the Fleſh, and of the Mind ; 
that is, indulging themſelves in Senſualiry, 
and alſo being Slaves to Pride and Revenge, 
and ſuch which 1 take here to be the Will 
or- Deſires of the Mind, or Diſcourſes \3- 
iay, as the former are 3\1/orm TH otprcs. 
And were by nature the Children of Wrath, even 
« others : And were truly, really,-as qvo« 
is uſed, Gal. 4.3. or fully and perfeQly, 2s 
the Syriack, and St. Hherom ;, or by Narree, 
;. e, made by:Cuſtom, ſach as defery'd. and 
became obnaxious to Puniſhment 3 or: by 
Burth, born Idolaters. 

And as if he had not fully enough deſcri- 
bed their Miſery before they were convert- 
ed to Chriſtianity, in the 11th Verſe-he 
calls on them to remember, that they who 


ware Gentiles in the Fleſh were called the Un-. 


N 3 CIYCH/A- 


id preſide in a ſpeci 
for he was their King, and 
ſpecial Favours on them that were his 


World. 


and thoſe that are led Cap» 
tines by the Devil at his'will, are. A molt 
difimal Condition, to be without God in the 


See 


: and they that are wicked, are un- 
der the worſt Evil that can befal a Man in 


henſon-'of which ( tho uncertain ) did-fo 
aſtoniſh and. amaze them, that it was alone 


© 05 dars a fatts 
Mens habet «tonitos, & ſurds verbers cedit, 
Occaltum quatiente Anime torrore 
Pena autem vebemens © mailto ſavior us, 
Las ant dition, Ec. 
Notte ditq;, ſuum geſt are m pettore Teftem. 


it 
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Nay, and tho Men did with ſome Dili» 
gence conſider themſelves and the Worldy 
yet how caſily might they ſlip into Error, 
and miſtake Good and Evyl in divers Inſtan- 
ces » Ang fo notwi ing that it was 
e for 
ſting, to get 
woful Condition,in which the Genules were z 
od arahmanyry tne tho they 
miht get out of Danger, yet they could not 
mar pohag Fear 3 for they had noRe- 
velation that God would of their 
Repentance, they had no aflurance-of a 
forure Life ; and therefore they muſt rhrough 
fear of Death, be all their Life-rime ſubjelt to 


So we have no Reaſon to queſtion 


that Accounr of their Condition, which tho 
Scriprare  harh z a5 that the whole 
World of did lis in Widkgdneſs , 


1 John! 5.19. Kim iv w2f mph, lay pro- 
ſtrate before the wicked One : or was prone 
ſer upon Miſchief or Wickedneſs. 

"a further Confirmation of this, 1 


i 
their Writings, cannot bar call to Mind two 
chings eſpecially, which: are but too con- 
rining x Proof; tht it was @ with chem 
as the Scripture hath ſaid. That is, 

1. The Folly arid Wickedoeſd of "the 
Gentile Religion, and the aboniinadle Evik 
which were committed by them in the Wor- 
ſhip af their Gods. 

2. the 
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and their Vertue, their Know- 


derſtanding 
ledg and Praftice 


ecandly 
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We will take a view of them 


and in themſobves - 


Firſt ; 


— 
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Secondly ;, Well alſo ſhew how they ſteod 
in reference to God. And, 

Thirdly; How in reference to the Devil. 
From all which will appear, in whar Condi- 
tion they were, both as to this preſent, and 
as to the future Life. 


Firft;, With reference to themſelves, their 
| & was upon many accounts ſhort and 
ve. For, 
t» It was _ ſo large: and extenſive in 
reſpeft of its Object : "They were ignorant 
in yery many Particulars, both of God and 
Themſelves : They underſtood not the par- 
ticular Providence, or. the determinate Coun- 
of God concerning the future State of 
:»Fhey knew not by what means them- 
{c}ves, and all Men hecame ſo very bad and 
miſt nor the "Terms on which God 
would" deal with them, nor the Way and 
"—— in which they ſhould be recovered. 
ry 

2. Where their Underſtanding did reach 
any. of theſe things, their Knowledg was 
very obſcure and inevident, and alfo very 
wavering and uncertain : They had but ve- 
ry.imperfett Glimmerings and Dawnings of 
Knowledg : They: rather conjeftur'd and 
gueſt, than knew theſe things. 

3- They had alſo many groſs Miſtakes, 
and abſurd Opinions, both concerning God, 
as to "his. Nature | and Works, as well as 
concerning the Number of Gods. 

4. From all which will follow, that their 
Knowledg was not greatly uſefnal ro them 
1 that, (1.) It 


K 


of Chaiſhianity. 


(1.) It did not reach to maiiy uſeful 
things : 1t fell fort of ſome thart'were al- 
moſt neceſſary to be . known, in order-t6 
Mens living well and. vertnouſly.: at fraft 
they wanted ſome Knowledg which 'is 'ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary tb the greateſt Perfeftion 
of Vertae. | 
Re hats it _ did fe to ſeveral 

gs, yet tor want Pet LIS 
and Certainty, it could not” be To* uſeful to 
the Guidance of their Praftice, ag otherwiſe 
it might. And, "_ 

(3,). Their Errors /and falſe Opinions 
muſt needs lead them. into the ways of Vice 
and Wickedneſs, at, leaſt of Folly 'and'Va- 
nity, »4 
'2. As their defeft of Xnowlede mnſtmake 
them leſs wiſe and vertuons : So their Error; 
and Miſtakes, would alſo betray them to 
fooliſh and wickgd Ations ; That I ant next 
to conſider, their want of Fertze,” their 4- 
bounding in Viciouſneſs. 

We may take the Apoſtles Words in Tr. 
+ 2 in which he tt bring of Him 

and others, before they betameThriſti- 
ob wi; Won bay tint manyegeh 
uppole ) acterved, ſerving divers Laſts and 
p Sat hateful and bating ene another, lrving 
in Malice and Ewvy. £1 

We ſee another Catalogue of Vices which 
Were too too rife amongſt the unconverted 
Gentiles, in Roem,1:29,30,31,32. Being filled 
with all Urighteonſneſs, Formation, Wicked- 
neſs, C ieteafbeſs, Malitiouſneſs all of Emvy, 
Murder, Debate, Deteit, Matignity, Whiſ- 
pertrs, &c. For 


| "and ſuch like were the enormous 
Pagan World,vefore the Light 
ſcattered w 
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wult they bo of the Pardon and Favour of 
God ? And thereforc how maſt they through 
Fear of Death, be all their Life-time ſubjet# ts 
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they have not done Good, that they ſhall 
fall under unſufferable and perpetual Tor- 


ments. 

They now underſtand, that the Cauſe of 
all the Miſeries and Imperfetticns of Man- 
kind is their Si* : Thar all the Calamities in 
the World owe their Original to the Wic- 
kedneſs of Men. 

They now underſtand the Dangerouſneſs 
of their Condition, and they are ye CON» 
vinced of their own Impotency and loluffici- 
ency z which Acquaintance with themſclves, 
what a ion it Is to Vertue and Ho- 
lineſs, we ſhall ſee preſently. 

Again ; They know now, that God is 4 
Spirit of an Incorporeal Nature, and ſuch 
as their own Souls are; and that He is but 
one : The Father, rhe Word, and the Holy Spirit 
bong ane. That it was He, that made 
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They alfo more perfeatly” Jy" anderſtend 
their Duty, and the way of Life ih which 
they ſhould 'walk, © 'They .now- know that 

Worſkip is that which- God prin- 
cipally looks ' at + and that this is not only 
th be confined rotertain Times, arid Places, 
and Atonr; but that at all Times, _ 
every where God may bs worſhipp*d, and 
that in the whole Corſo of our Lives, and 


in alFour Aftions, his ions 
may be, and are- to be ackno : And 
to him 45 to be aſcribed his E above 


all;by- Loving, and | Fearing, and Believing, 
and Obeying Him morethan all. 

They know they ought in all their Wants 
to make their Supplications to Gody and 
that rhey ſhonld- praiſe and be thankful ts 
him, for fl the Good they receive. 

They know alſo, that they are to 2 
ply themſelves 49 God by Fefay 
that it is by and through $4 rhe Kris of 
his Life and Death, the 
interceſſion with the Father, that 


accepted, 

They are likewiſe fully inſtrated;, that 
theyare- to purify themſebves from all fl. 
neſt of Fleſh and Spirit ,, that they are ro 
bring into. ſabjefFion rhe Body, and to keep 
Itunder : tharis, that all the inferior Ap- 
petites and Inclinations be kept m a due 
{ſubordination 'to the Reaſon and Zap of 
their Minds. 


ww 


maſt not 
peſt; and 


ependence on Him, 
and thereforemuſt conclude that they ought 
ta be at; His diſpoſe, and be direted and 
governed by Him. They fee the manifold 
Advantages which accrue to them, as well 
as tg others, by ſuch a praftice. They feel 
a preſent Eaſe and Satisfaction, an inward 
Pleaſure. 2d, Delight, ſuch2s they take 
when they do any natural A/tions: and 
they, are alſo ſen-'ble *that+they are more 
perfetted, that all their, Facyicies receive 


now Acceihaons of Streugth, and: are mark 
enabk 


dl. & _— 


Ty, oO OY: SD pour on nM 


abroad in the Night of lggprances will not 
ſhew their Heads, now the San of Rights 
cnorf hath, Giplay'd, is Prams 


mp” the Zbſhih 
Aﬀettions and Luſts.. All 
fons which-.vebell'd againſt Reaſon and 
Conſcience, ard rob'd the Soul of its lyuo- 
_— ict, are now {abgdvued by Chrilt. 
now go longes, ſerve dewers 
[gs Pleaſures ; 3 NOF yn. ge Mercy 
of thoſe Furics of Rejenge, - and Malice; 
and Envy... But in. the: rap of gacſh are 
come Mildack and Geatlenels, Benignity 
ard Mercy, and univerſal Gocd-Will. -; +, 

The Gentile turned Chriſtiany.is not now 
addited ro. Gluttrony and D-unkennebs, to 
Chambering, Wantonneſs, and ſuch-hike 
—_— IS own. om yon but he is 


nas Show 
Ro ens 
og the Virigs Perbatns, os well a 
SED 


his conſtant y.to pleaſe Him, in obe» 
dience - t© his Laws, and. amication of his 
Works. 

He keeps all his Faculties in- that due and 
natural Order in which God placed them, 
when 
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when Man came firſt out of his hands ; that 
is, the Body is ſubject to the Soul, and the 
Will is the condutt of the Under- 
rids himſelf of all irregular 


la-reſpe:t of other Men, the Chriſtian 
EI COS 
is that which directs, which i him to 
all he does to them. This is the predomi- 
nant Aﬀettion, the moſt powerful and pre- 
valent Princip'e of all his Actions. 

But 1 ſhallnot now engage in particuter 
Diſcourſe of the Goodneſs of a Chriſtian's 
Life : What hath been ſaid, may be ſuffici- 
ent to ſhew that the Chriſtian*s Heart is 
purified, and his Life reformed ; that he is 
not affefted; nor does he walk, 4s other Gen- 
les, who have not known Chriſt. 

any ſhould think that 1 have fer his 
Holineſs too high, ( tho 1 doubt not bur 
many have ex all that 1 have deſcri- 
bed) yet ſuppole the more common ſort 
of Chriſtians, who have not yer attained to 
all this Perfeftion, only they are earneſt] 
purſuing and reaching after ir, even fi 
do far tranſcend the unchriſtened Heathens. 
And thoſe of this loweſt Rank of Chriſtians 
O 4 have 


— 
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have: great Peace and. Quiet.of Mind, # 
thing to which the Ignorant and Superſtiti- 
ous, the Vicious and Wicked among the 
Heathens maſt be utter Stranget$; For the 
Wicked, be is 16 full of guilty: Fears, that 
he flees when no Man purſues bim ;, and it is 
an eternal Truth, that rbere" & 0; Peace ro 
the Wicked. Wy 

If well allow ſame of thent-not to have 
been - wicked, yet we. muſt: confeſs thar 
their Knowledg was far ſhort: of-the Chri- 
ſtians ; and al arenootgs Uncertainty 
muſt be attended - with Fear and Unquier- 
neſs. But the Chriſtian's clear and certain 
Knowledg of God, and off himſelt,: of the 
Llnderraking and Performance of | Chriſt, 
and of þis own Duty, and the ens 
ment he hath to that, together with his tn- 
cere and honet Endeavour vo dorwhat-is 
good, mult 1ay aſure Foundation of kfting 
Peace, and be a- Fountain of Plcaſure ever 
ſpringing up-l his Soul. 


Thus 1 have bricfy conſidered the con» 
verted Genule io- bimfelf fogly : but-be- 
cauſe Man is weak and dependent, and not 
ſ{uffictent for his ewn Heppinefs, } wilh now 
£0 on to ſhew how it is wh him, 


Secondly, In. reſpect: of other - Mew: 
And of, 
1. Thoſe that are no Chriſtians, as 
well: as, 
2. Of thoſe that are. 


_ 
nd 
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t. Thoſe that are no Chriſtians, if they 
have any remainder of Love t9 Goodnefſ, 
will eſteem and reverence ' that admirable 
Vertue which they ſee the Chriſtian praftile : 
Fot,, his Life being an Exemplification of 
the: Precepts of the-Goſpel, muſt needs 
make every Beholder in love with'it. The 
Chriſtian's univerſal Love, his Good-Will 
toall Men, muſt conſtrain all Men to Jove 
him 3-and whilſt he is intent on doing good 
to them; as by his Profeſſion he is obliped, 
it-is-not hkcly that they will do Evil to 

EF grant, that ſometime this may happen, 
that/Men may hart 1 whilſt we are | 

that whith 15 good ;, but this comes to paſs, for 
the maſt part, thronugh a perfuation thar 
ſach' Men-are meer | Pretenders, and not 
what ſeem. "And Lam fore it is the 
likelieft, therefore 'the wiſfelt way we 
can take ro prevent oppalition and harm 
from other Men ; for no Man will lightly 
ſet himſelf againſt hin who is doing good. 

But/ if any ſhould thank, that this is the 
way that will lead him into all Sufferings 
from\othersz and that if' he ceaſe from E- 
vil, be certainly makes himfelf a Prey ;, that 
his{nnocence is the whine Mark at which the 
Wicked aim ; and that they who are reſol- 
ved to be wicked themſelves, will be angry 
at every ene that is more righteous than 
thetnfelves. Let vs ſuppoſe that fome Men 
ave tuck Devils as to- hate Vertue, and thar 
they areenraged againſt every one that is a 
Lover'of Goodneſs ; Yet even in this caſe, 
Care 
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Care is taken by the grear Governor of his 
Church, and of the World, 

1. That no oppoſition ſhall prevail a- 
gain the Chriſtian Society, but that they 
ſball contivue ſome-where or other in the 
World, in ſpite of the Malice of Earth'and 
Hell. And, 

2. That whatſoever any Man ſuffers in 
and for well-doinz, he ſhall recetve an abun- 
dantRecompence for it : He ſhall at prefent 
feet that inward ſatisfation of Mind, which 
wall make the worſt Condition not only-to- 
lerable, but eaſy ; and perhaps his very Per- 
{zcutors will give a teſtimony to his Vertue, 
and will ( at leaſt tacitely ) approve that 
which they puniſh and perſccute. And af- 
rer he hath ended this Life with Self-farif- 
tation, as well as Honour from all thar 
knew him, and were Lovers of Goodneſs, 
he ſhall then enter "into inconceivable Blife, 
and be filled with Foy anſprakable, and full 


of Gay. W 5 (Ms 

2. T his s the Condition of Chriſtians in 
reſpett of them who are without. Eet us 
now conſider them with reference to whoſe 
that are within, the Members of the ſame 
Body, united with them in the ſame Socie- 
ty ; | Men whoare of the fame Inſtitution, 
and under the ſame Obligations with them - 
tctves. 

Now as there is ſcarce any Society in 
which Men are, but they receive conſiderable 
Advantages by it ; for they are by this ſecu- 
red from very many Outrages, to which, if 
they were alone, they mult neceſſarily be 


exPo- 


walk and they, by the mutual Aſſiſtance 

of another, have their Wants 
mach more conveniently- than they could 
have been, if they had continued by them- 
ſelves: Infomuch-that it is ſcarce conceiva- 
ble, 'that any Society ſhonld be fo bad as So- 
licude.: They are a wretched y of 
Men indeed, from whom a Man will flee in- 
to a Wilderneſs, and rather chuſe to be a- 
hong the wild Beaſts, than to aſſociate with 
them 


But grant, thata Solitude, a Deſert, maj 
be more deſirable than» fome Societies ; y 
this cannot be.imagincd, of thee which is the 
beſt Society of the whole Warld':: And 
ſuch is the Chriſtian Church, tobe a'Mem- 
ber of which, i grecl.Blſags chr cr 
it, Poop oy chew > 
ww to any becauſe 

© Bene be i emit to nd rcivs 
by this. 

For, by being one of this 
be is both more: obliged and 
well as more aſſiſted and - helped to 
and conſequerty.. to: be ha than he 
could. be. if - he was alone, or of any other 


Society. This will be very evident, if we 
conlider theſe following Particulars : 


', The Profeſiowhich every one make 
when he becomes a Chriſtian ; the 
Terms on which, and the Rite with 
which all are firſt admitted to this 
holy Corporation ; and alſo the Con- 
ditian of our Continuance in it, by 

w 
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"hich we udideritand-the- Qualicy of 
Members of this Bedy. 
>. The largsBoinds and vat Exrent-of 
_ee 'Society 3 the grevy Numbers 
; them that have beech, and ure of it 4 
and rhe Lerigrh of its Duration. | . -'- 
*:aiivernbtar ahich 3 eſtabliſhed bn 


'thas ſpiritual Po 
- Lhe cood Lars, regiulare'6ur Af- 
fections and Carriage to cach other, 
which are giver toralt the Members of 
: this: Holy Sooiery:! 
P The Holy Solemnities » and Surred 
b1f Rites; ro Chriſtian i> ad- 
121/miceed in the publick Aſſemblies. / 
; 6. Tiuwpropet and wholeſom Diſciphne, 
:52 ?Mlhieh/is vet towards Offenders. - 

- $onTit: wilt and good 'Connlels; | the 
-51i2hohrand | vereuous- Examples of the 
Members of this Society. jel 

048107" | 

and ſich like. Particulars, if well 
chlad will mak&iteridem, how much 
advantage At js likely r&-be to thoſe who are 
received into — T7 Lit'us 
briefly ruwdyer them.-« 


Firſt ; Every Man by gt 1nto it, 
profeticth he hed ber a rf oy obey 
the-Precepts, ad follow 4he- Exattiple of 
Jeſus ; that is) b&engages hindſelf to 
repay; oe: all Holinek and Purity, of 
all Gdodnefs and Verene'wharfoever. And 
whoſoever does not thus, muſt conltradict 
and 
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and bely his Profeſſion, and proclaim him- 
ſelf an -—/ wwpor which Men are not wit- 


ED Crdiciateds we hin cradeed 
into the Church, are theſe that 1 have-al- 
ready ey, <> RS Os 
other words, to repent and: believe, or' obey: 
the Goſpel. Theſe are the Terms upon 
_ every ee IJIED 
thoſe upon w he continues, $ his Penſe- 
wecunce,cud not only: foie aide his dining 


forth Fruits meet for Repentance.© | For 
Branch that bears not Fruit, cut off,, {aj ith 


ourSaviour. 
Thus then by the very Terms on which 
received into, and contipued in thisSo- 

» | am mightily engaged to an- holy! 

and excellent Life: I& I do what: E have 
taken upon me to do, I ſhall be a yery. good 
Man; and if L be only a Pretender, but 
make not good: my Engagement, if L only 
pretend:to be.a Chraſtian, but am-none 3. I 
am an here, and my Portion ſhall 
be with H tes hereafter. ; 
Andif Men. with make. good their 
Profeſſion, and perform. the Conditions of 
Quiſtianizy; then will manifold Advantages 
accrue to me from this::: For, they 'are- db» 
both by the Commands andExample 

our Saviour, to be not only juſt andrhv+ 
neſt, bur merciful; and kind, and bougtifol 
——_ all, but, eſpecially. to: rheir Fellow-Chtt- 


And laſtly ; To ratify this Engage 
and make it more fulemn, and ſenſible, and 
ftrong, 


CEE nad Ladle ling ho pur wei 
corporal and ſenſible things do us in 
mind of thoſe more ſpiritual, with-which 
they are joined. 

L will not now infiſt on thode ſecret BleCſ- 
fngs, and unſeen. Graces, which we may 


_ believe God vouchſafes 
va ufe his Ordinancee. 
The Sum of what 1 have faid under this 


Particular is, That it is a very great Ad- 

tobevf the Church of Chriſt, be- 
cauſe of the Terms on which, and the 
_ which we are received into ir, and 
becauſe of the Profeſſion we and all Men 
make at our firſt entrance. 

All which lays a'great obligation on ns all 
to' live good Lives ; which if we do, we 
ſhall be in capacity of rectiving, and they 
in a diſpoſition of - doing great Good to 


us. 

By this we underſtand the Nature and 
Quality of the Members of the Chriſtian 
Society, that are holy, and vertuous, 
and'good Men ;, for ſuch muſt they be, who 
are reſolved to obey the Commands, and 
imitate the Example of Chriſt, 

I ſpeak of that which indeed is, not that 
which only ſeems to be, the Church of 
Chrift, of real, not nominal Chriſtians. 1 
proceed, 


Secondly ; 
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Secondly ; To a Conſderation of the 
vaſt Extent and long Duration of this Holy 
Society. It is ſpreadover the face of the 
whole Ezrth : for in all places where there 
are Men of this Character and Quality, 
Men of the truly Chriſtian Temper and Syi- 
rit, Men that obey the Law of Chriſt, and 
tiveas he did ; there are the Members of 
Chriſt's Body : For Chriſt is not a Name, 
anda Word ; nor is Chriſtianity a Profeſh- 
on and a Shew only ; nor is the Company 
of the Faithful, Men of an external Deno- 
mination : but Chriſt & a ſpiritual Head, 
and Chriftianity is an imrard Princijle of Life 
and Power ; and Chriftians are not thoſe 
who have a Form of Knowledg and Godli- 
neſs, but the Power. 

The7 are Chriſtians, who are-inward! 
ſoch z who have not only wall'd their Fle 
in the Sacred Font, but who have purfied 
their Hearts, who have yes their Confci- 
ences from dead Works, to ſerve the Living 
God. 


And where-ever in the World ſuch Men 
are, in what places, how remote fſoever, 
they are of the ſame Brody of which Chriſt 
is Head ; and in whatſoever diſtant times 
they lived, they were of the ſame Society : 
For, there were alway two great _— 
rations or Bodics of Men in the World, 
and never more : one who obeyed the Laws 
of God, of whom the only begotten. of the 
Father, the Eterral Word is the Head, the 
other, who.caſt the Laws of God behind 
them, 
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them, and follow their own Lults, of theſe 
the Devil; the Prince of Apoltate- Angels, 
ts the Governour. 

So that the Men of this Chriſtian Fen- 
per and Life, in whatever Ages or Places of 
the World they have lived, or do,- or ſhall 
live, they are of this Society or Church 
Nay, it extends it ſ:H further, to thoſe in 
Heaven alſo, the Spirits of juſt Men made 
perfett : They are indeed the Church Tri- 
umphanrt, bur they are ſtill of the Church; 
{o that of this there ſhall be no end. When 
we ſhall put off theſe corruptible Bodies, 
and- leave this Earth, and go to Heaven j 
yet even then and there we ſhall continue in 
the fame Society, and be Members of the 
Body of Chriſt. 

From this Conſideration we may infer, 
What a grand Privilege it is to be of thus 
trady C atholick Church, which hath been un 
all Ages of the World, and which will con- 
tinhe for ever ; which is not only in all pla- 
ces of this Earth, but in Heaven alſo : For 
by our being of the ſame Body, we are en- 
zaged and diſpoſed to an univerſal Love 
co all holy and good Men ; as Men of the 
tame Country or Town, are more inclined 
ro love cach other, rather: than Stran- 
gers. 

And this is 2 great Advantage indeed, to 
have our Love directed: aright, and increa- 
fed. Bur beſides this, we communicate with 
theSaints of all Timcs and Places, and re- 
ceive many Benefits upon the account- of" 
ther Prayers, and their Holineſs. 

How 
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each Dart. Joh 2ſt other, and is alliſted 
by.it, and -the __ friendly conſpire 
together, in manner. to, promote 
the wellzre-of all and every one- .. There 
are.no Confuſions and Diſorders, bur eve- 
ry one hath his Work, his Buſineſs allotted 
bim.;. and that is: according to every Man's 
Gifts and Qualifications ; and every Man 
required-to attend-and do that Work whi 

he 15 fitted. for...... 1... 

Now. becauſe. Order, and conſequently 
Peace, cannot be preſerv'd without Go- 
vernment, Chriſt bath inſtituted an excel- 
lent Government in bis Church, a Government 
that is both gentle, and yet ſufficiently 
9% hy for gb gaining Ends,. which is 

herein our Saviour 
PEL that be bath a care of the Bo- 
and therefore hath a Officers, 

Rena A tothe neceſſitzes 0 the  Saznt > 
Men, whoſe Buſineſs it to receive 
the charitable. Gifts /of and beſtow 
them upon the But he bath taken 
Rue ig care of . the. Soul,” and therefore 

pointed others s, whoſe 

Ws Fooncd ro.teach and 1 tO Ex» 

Los perſuade Men to live well, and to 
adminiſter his Holy Sacraments. 

And he hath ſet Biſhops over them, to ſee 
that they do their Office ; and theſe Superi- 
Rh Mp? b ries own Exam- 

2s W 

here are. mr Abuſes, We 
which are deftruftive of Government 3 
Which our wiſe and good Governor, the 
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Lhrd' eſs; Hath"(a5 mich 39an be by 
is {nſtirytion  preverited. "They" are "ſuch 
ſa #5 theſe. * 


<it Vaoperian of Office. - This will quick- 


Iy bring in the. greateſt Diforder inagina- 
'bi&into ary Thare;, if any Man'm chruſt 
himſelf inf6 what" Office he plca *- for, 
mens Ambition will lead them to defire thoſe 
thirigs for 'which 'they are- no'way Ferret”; 
and divers wilt -be' aiming'st the fame, 
which worſd' therefore bring iti Everlaſting 
Contentions. 
To prevent this; our Sayioor Hath' ſewn 
by ig owt Etimple, thr Men - muſt not 
the honowr of Tach Offices to' themſebves ; 
and by his Apoſtles” hath "he for fd 
that none- 9un =—_ L be go ” 


Oh Nnky Cw Tomi ch bY A in 
by Pate ane reg ag ens 


of 4 Hands. 
Pa. bes a 7 (ould 2uthdrits Men, 
rthit E yment, we 
ond ih lt Cheb ple of Les Epi- 


Mes; the QaztHheations avd Charatters-of 
thoſe ' Men who ſhould be conitniſſisted, 
f Tim. 3.2, iS W 

"3. That + ove not affeck x H0#Mef 
Abſolutene fs jhe he hath' Fre 10 _=_ 
others, that! he-tis {oo nz eh 
all” ſolJect to Hirh 

to cal 1s Ma Maſter: on Eath +" s 

own-noge Hers tH Mite the Supreitn , 
count none'ts/ tive Dominiva' ever or 
FI Faith. 
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ron he excellently good Laws by 
which. this 'Po'iry 15 to be governed: Ths 
will be evinced by confidering, | 

x. The Perfors 'to wht Chriſtian 
Laws are given; and rhey arc All thoſe -to 
whotn they #re or may be Kriown : bur rhey 
TIE ne 

at up 

i torr ; Whether They be high 'or 
low, rich £ ,  learyed''or iphoran, 
old or yoong- BS In wha er condition 
aty Martis, fie call or - + Chriſtian, 
he is under the Law ef Elri#." None the 
Socjety arc exempted; Heither St. Porer nor 
hixStcceffore, For whoever they be thataF- 
fime rLewnxet oof pheſt place in the 
Charch, Can. notunder Obli- 
pads the Live, Sr require alt Men'to 
/ 


STEREO 
to the 


canngr 


Low of niagt Cares of Tempt- 


ranice and bs Fidelity nF 
erao die {et oneſty,: oE Eqiidy 216 © Chas 
ruy, of Deverzon and Piety.. Theſe ind rhe 


reit of the C Laws, Tay'sn Obligation 
on” every! *r of the Chritian Church 
to obey them. 


And this 1s a great Securigy to Men of the 
fame Society, that. alt ' the Members of it 
are ſubjet to the fame Eawy with rhent- 
felves. Nopecan plead an, Exemption from, 
nor look on themſelves-es Superiors to the 
Laws of the Sociery. "They are not the 
Makers of thoſe Laws, ard therefore can 
neither diſpenſe wrh themſelves nor others, 
for 


-- 


eo 


And 


particuler, #5 far as that can 


with the common Goad of all. 


very One 18: 
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and even Uncharitablenefs, are forbidden : 
and whoſoever allows himſelf in ſuch. evil 
Ta theſe; tranſgreſſes the' Law of 

All thofe immoderate and - unreaſonable 
Appetites and -Deſires' of Honours, -and 
R ard Pleaſtres, "which ars the Springs 
of all Injufice md Injuries to our-Brethren, 
wot fs mee 2nd 8 much as may be ſup- 
prelled and cur, off by the Lew. 

Thos it is not in Humane Laws, they can- 
riot take ſuch an'effectual Courſe to prevent 
the ſecret Practices of Miſchief - and they 
do'notſo' mach ax prerend'to command or 
on Mens inward Thoughts and Aﬀe- 

1Ons. 

3. Let us corifider the End atwhich the 

ian Law aims: That is in general; ul- 
cimately the ' PerfeCtion and Happinels. of 
41I'Met ; but mbre"eſpecially and immedi- 
Ty, the Perfeftion of Vertue and Holineſs 
in them who obey it: "Which will be eafily 
underſtood by thy, That this/ Law directs 
and ingapes 'to af 'yertnous and good Pra- 
tices. 'As many a5'art obedient tor; have, 
by doing well, attaitied* an excellent 'Tem- 
per ; and are from'\this New Natare diſpo- 
fed, conſtantly nd frongly incli?d todo 
welt.” -So that now-they at from an '4n- 
ward Principle, from i Natare, a Life $ and 
by this means they are fd with Satizfattion 
and Foy. And Heing now in 'a diſpoſition 
ro nſec themſelves, and what they have, to 
rhe beſt and the wiſeſt Purpoſes ; that i, 
for the Perfetion of 2!} God's Creatures, 
and 
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and thereby for the Service, and/Pleaſurs, 
and Honour of God himſelf, they are in 
the likelieſt way, and have taken the- beſt 
courſe to receive more outward Advantages 
1d Acceſſions of Power fram him, who 15 
alway 'deſigning and doing the” greateſt 
Good; and whoſe uſual Method is, ro give 
to them who improve what they have. And 
{oall Other Perfettions; and whkat-everelſc 
is requiſite to. compleat the greatelt Happt- 
neſs; of which Humane Nature is capable, 
may well be expected to follow Pertection 
of Holineſs. 

But then beſides, as to other Men'; fer 
how. their good State is alſo conſequent on 
the Holineſs of them who obey the: Goſpel. 
Fors” according as attain ro more Per- 
ſection,” they are by their very Natures in- 
clined; as well as ingaged by particular Pre- 
cepts; to communicate their good things 
to their Brethren ; and when themſelves 
are become Vertuous; robe diligentand 
reſtleſs in 'their Endeavours, to make other 
Mer fo tov : -anU' conſequently to do them 
all the pood Offices, in all kinds, whictr are 
mM their Power. 

Thus 1 have briefly ſhewed, Thar the 
End if” the Commandment, or Goipel-Decla- 
ration, 'is the doing good to one another, 
and to all Men, 'by ſhewing how- it -etfedts 
this, and brings it to pals. 

And'is not this an admirable Advantage, 
tobe of a Society ; 

(1.) Where the Law does not; as the 
Laws of too many Societies do, -intend the 
Evil 
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and Miſchief, if not tothe molt, yer to, ve- 
Tl) pans po 
Nor (2.) w it not aum at 
which is only ina 

NS fowe bi , which is the 
Caſe- of the Laws of all Civil Corporat 


Ons. 
But(2.) it aims at the and high- 


Fj 


þ 


and alſo from 
the Perfection 
For which 


I 
MW; 


their Author. 

Now a Law, enacted by ſuch an Autho- 
rity, muſt neceſſarily come with a great 
Force upon the Minds of them that are 


n 
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Men ore Wiſe and Good, they will diſcover 
the Good at which the Law ans, and that 
will be ſufficient to- move them to Obedi- 
cence : as well it may, for this: contaivs noe 
only their own, but alſo their Brethrens 

ood Srate. Bart when they are grown' 

6liſhs -as not to ſee what the Law intends, 
ors wicked as fiot to regard it, at leaſt ſo 
unrathral astomird. .none- but themſelves; 
then cothes in the Supplement of the Sandi- 
on, "which propounds- and + promiſes great 
Rewards' to the Obedient * and. if they" be 
ſank fo low, 25 hot radefite to better their 
Condition, or at leaſt pot much to defireit; 
then they are preſented and menaced with 
Evils © awaken and alatm. theit.-Fears'; 
which ſecms- the laſt hold that can be faken 
of Man, tobring/him to-2 good State. And 
'* is the Principle which is moſt opera. 
tive; in» the worſt and moſt depenerace of 
Ver?! 

Now what preater or better Promiſes can 
be-made, than thoſe which- in the Goſpel 
are given vs; to encourage our Obedience ? 
For,. we are aflured, - chat. if we patiencly 
comtinue in well-doing, we ſhall receive the 
pardon of Sin ;, aud not only that, but alſo 
Eltrnal Life and Happiveſs. - 

And-what more terrible. Threats tan be 
made, than thoſe ow _ denounced a- 
2aigh all werighteqs Men, that 

ary <A Chriſt For it is ſaid, 

'they ſbal be prmnfhed with everlaſtin 

Deſtrution from the reſin ofthe Land 

ond frm te gry of bu Power, &c. a7 
6. A 
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_ And laſtly; as to the publication of thoſe 
Laws ( which orb /s opal, A make ya) 
obligatory ) 15 10 they are 
knowable and eaſy, t the Wiſe 
and Conſidering,but the Raſh the Igno- 
rant-may underſtand, both what the Laws 
and of whom ; and what is their 
and- who their Author ; and what will 
be conſequent ca the cbſervance or violati- 
on of them. 

Wholoever is_capable of the plaineſt 
fa, and will belieye the moſt unqueſtiona- 

ble \Tradition-, whoeyer obſerves Humane 
News andis acquainted with his own F- 
caltzes and Inchnations, or will be concluded 
by Experience, he will be fully refolyed that 
theſe 6 Laws of the Kingdom of C 
and that they; intend the Good of the Chri- 
frien Church ; nay, of the whole World of 
Mankind; and have God for their 
Antber, and ; are eſtab on '{o firm a 
Sanition, | He catinat oubt_ this ; Men 'of 
little and low Lader may be very 
lure of all this, it comes with ſo clear an 
Evidence. And if they have avy _ 
it will conſtrain them xo Obedience : and if 
it hath this Effect, How happy muſt chat 
Society be, oy they all <couſpire toge- 
ther, to make themſelves, Src one ano- 
= and all Men, a5 happy dk can pol- 


ther, 
0 Rt wy 
£) OE 
Pogue ed, $Ptiih 
every one as bs his cle þ "Bf, "a Nas > 
Bat how bleſſed a thing i is it} Hor only to 


b-hold 
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If thy Brother ſin againſt thee, &e, 

r. We ate not to underſtand this of eve- 
ry petty trivial Offence, ( forifuch as theſe 
muſt be pardoned of courſe) but of ſome 
greater and more hainous Fault and Injury 


Mb Sins 4- 
gainſt our ſelves, {© 25 to exclude thoſe that 
2re-commitred againit other Men, or againit 
God. The Sins. againſt God; -ure againlt 
all Men. This premiſed ; r. T— 
to:the Offender: alone, and privately, be- 
twixt thee and him, tel him his Fault ; 
and-if he 'own it, and confeſs, then pro» 
o&ed no further. If he do not receive thy 
Admonitionsg then, | 2; take one or-two 
more- And if he reject their Reproof alſo ; 
then; 3. cell che: Church * Make it known to 
the Governor” of the Society, and. let him 
= the publick. Ailembly admoniſh and re- 

him. /- But if he till perfiſt obſtinate- 

yn his Crumes, then let him be. to thee as 
ati Heathen, 2s one that is ſhut out of the 
Society, 

ad our Sevieur hath 'deteratin'd, That 
a5often as herepents, he mult be forgiven, 
Mat: 18. 22. Lake 17. 4 

We find-the Apoltle St. Paul, according 
td:this Rule of our Saviour, giving 
onto the , 2 Epait- > % G14. 
To Pitberaw from choſe Brethren that w 
&forderly ; 5.6, from thoſe, dy 
whoſe Life is ſuch. And 5h wag. ol 
that the other former Methods have 
Q uſed. 


Poweto the Devil, vader whoſe 
IOnE Apuqtay=mp—_— 
poke mo ey Mk, Chriſt ; and he then cx- 
inflictin di- 

x mpmt-n Ao yeoyrang even to the 


on of the Fleſh, that the Spinit way be. ft 


yr © 08 I any that s called a Brather, 
be a Fornicater, or Covetoxs, ar «nn Idolater, 
or 4 Roviler, or 4 Drankeard, an an Extertine 


ner wn 16 hap Caet nor to eat with fuch 
44" any; ther vil or Sacred Can 


Prom theſk and the or, ayry 
Scripture, we may obferve, 
= wy. d to be uſed in the Chriftio 


commendable, in that it 
CN 
rf. That are proper and 


very naturally 
conſequent on the Offence : for, ſo ix is, te 
withdraw from the Company of one that is in- 
jurious to me or others.z and to put him ous 
of the Church, that will nas bear. the Church, 
to deliver hizs up to Satan, \thas will not have 
Chriſt to rule over him. Men that thus offend, 


do, as it b _— 
ce theſe Panihmeun on Mumace, fock 
will chiefly work on Mea's -Undertand- 
ings and Modeſty, and do a 


as will chiefly work on Men's 
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Love to > Vertue,and Senſe of Religion, and 
Value for the Chriſtian lnſticution : To 
admoniſh, ro withdraw from, to account him 
«& an Heathen, to ſhut him out of the 
Church, 

Indeed there followed upon this, Dsſ- 
eaſerand Death ; but theſe were initruftive, 
and by ſuch Puniſhments, greater might be, 
and were prevented. 

3. They were as gentle and eaſy as could 
be inflicted ; no more than Neceſlity, and 
carol the Crime extorted-. They 

ual. And yet, 
ficiently fevere ; that if a Man had 
any Senſe of Goodneſ:, they myſt reclaim 


A, ” even the moſt ſevere were very 
Foy were not inflicted to A 
+: ol Malice 3 bat. in com 
nahe's Love, and to carry on the 


ſatin us eihry Aral vorkt away _be 
aſt gain'd thy Brother, No 


Sixthly ; The Holy Solemnitier and Sacred 
Rites Cto which one, as a Chriltian, is 
admitted in the k Aſcmblies) are 
fich as are inſtruttive to thoſe that ufe 
them; as well as full of Ar £ to in- 

them to the of Vertye ; and 

have a manifeſt aim . tendency, to 
make all that are admitted to them truly re- 
Iirious toward God, and to unite them in 
Love ta cach other. 


Q 2 Beſides, 


TT 
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Beſides ; we may well ſuppoſe the Divine 
Bleſſing and Irfiuence on theſe his own In- 
ftirutrons and Ordinances ;, and that we re- 
ceive more good by them, than is naturally 
conſequent on the uſe of them. 


I hay refer them to theſe three Heads, 


« Pr aying to God, 
2, Hearing bu Word. 
3. The Sacraments. 


{. Prayer is one of the firſt and molt nz- 
tural of thoſe Acknowledgments we make 
to God. And there is no holy good Man, 
that is not frequent in this : For, (he is ſen- 
ſible of his dependance on God, and there- 
fore he ſupp!licates; he knows his own Guilt, 
and therefore confelleth ; he underſtands 
his own Inabiliry, and God% Power and 
Readineſs to help others, and therefore he 
intercedes ; and upon the p97 i 5 of any 
Good, he gives Thanks : and by all he 
praiſes and glorifies the great Power and 
Wiſdom, the Goodneſs and Holineſs of 
God. He owns him to be the Great and 
Good God, on whom all depend ; and who 
governs the World, and is the Author of 
all that Good which we or others enjoy 3 


.that he hath Right to our Obedience, and 


may require of, and do with us what he 
will. 

All this we aſcribe to God by our Prayers 
and Praiſes, by our Confellons of our 
Faults, and Interceſſions for our Brethren. 
Thus 
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This is a piece of Worſhip ſo due to Ggd, 
that we may not alienate it fromhim it is 
an incommunicable Honour, which muſt 
not be giv:n to any of his Creatures. 

This is ſo juſt, and ſo ft a thing, that e- 
yery_ one i+ naturally inclined to, and can 
hardly be with-held from it : Rather than 
not do it atall, they will pay this Homage 
where it is not due, and pray to Stocks and 
Stones, or to Men, that cannot hear, - nor 
help them. 

All- which ſhews that we have a ſecret 
ſenſe of our Dependance on God, and our 
Obnoxiouſneſs to him, and of his PerfeCfti- 
ons. This is inherent in us, and we cannot 
but know it : and if we would carefully ob- 
ſerve and trace this Inclination, it would 
lead us to the knowledy of God, and we 
ſhould eaſily infer that he muſt be powerful, 
and wiſe, and good, and holy, 

, Now tho no good Man can be with-held 
from frequently addreſſing himſclf to God 
in this manner, ( for his Mind will filently 
cjaculate his good thoughts of God, and his 
haly Fervors will aſcend up to Heaven, like 
the Fumes of ſweet Incenſe ; and he hath 
alſo his conſtant Times of entrfing into bis 
Cloſet, and ſhutting his Door, and there pou- 
ring out his very Soul before Him that ſees 
in ſecret, and will reward openly ) yet b* 
ide; all thi:, his great Humility in himſelf, 
and Charity to others, and Delire of God $ 
Glory, make him ro ſer a great value on the 
Public? Prayers ; ard it 1s, and ought to be 
a thing of great account, t9 joia with the 

Q 3 Aﬀſe bly 
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Aſſembly in Prayer avd Thankſgiving 
God. When a Man confeſſeth his owh a 
his Brethrets Faults thus publickly, it muſt 
necellarily lay an Engagement on him for 
the future, to be carcful to prevent the Re- 
pres of the ſame, or the Commiſſon 
ny others, by himſelf, os his Brethren who 
join with him. His Interceſfion for oth 
ad theirs for him, doth both ſuppoſe, an 
will increaſe their mutua} Love and Friend- 


ſhi 
But all thoſe Acknowledgments of the 
Divine Goodneſs, which are made io the ſo+ 
lemn pablick Prayers and Praiſes of the holy 
Congregation, as they proceed from true and 
cght . Yar of God, and becoming AF- 
ions towards him ; ſo they tend to con- 
finuc and itnicreaſe their Knowledg and De- 
votions, and will have a mighty Influence 
on their Love and Good-will to each other. 
For, whilſt they pray and give thanks for 
one another, they are in the greateſt exer- 
ciſe and higheſt expreſſion of their Love to 
one another, that can be ; and by this they 
engage themſelves to uſe their utmoſt endea- 
yours to do all good Offices for, and to 
make one another as happy as they can : 
For they that pray to God for the greateſt 
Bleſſings of Heaven upon their Brethren, 
will not fail to do all they cat toward the 
ocuring of that Happineſs for them, which 
their Prayers they have deſired of 
God. 
And whoſoever he be, that joins with the 
Publick Aſemblic in Prayers for all the 


Congre- 


- 


Fraers ih 
ries therefbre vat Saviour ha 
thade the Proth 0. ROE, and a- 
ing together to ask arly rhing. 
Ott kb conſideration, that an hu- 
ble Chriſtian relies ſo mich bt the Prayers 
the Charch 4, and even when ME is itt (&- 
efet, he is totifbrted with the ts, 
that the Prayers bf the whole 'Cabilick 
Chitth afe tnade to God on hls behalf. 
And this | heartily wiſh they would coti- 
nt who wake. 4 ſmall cc0u8e of LI 
Prayers, which ate the CoumMolri- Pr Ayers 
of our whole Church, and ate fed by all the 
" bee 4 6f Gbd frequent 
2. Heating the Ward of G | y 
read, atid Riki expoarded, But 1s this 
fuch an Advantage? Y& futtly, ” Two 
ſorts of Meh will look off it 454 gitar Pri- 
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vilege,, only to have the Word of God read 
to them : | i. Thoſe that cannot read it 
themſelves. .2. They who have it not ina 
known Tongue. 

And hence it was, that in the beginning 
of the Reformation here in Englana, when 
it was firſt order*'d that the Bible ſhould be 
read in Engliſh in the Congregation, that 
the People flock*d fo very much to the Chur- < 
ches. Tho this is a thing now deſpiſed, 
and Men make,no account of coming into 
Church till after the Chapters, as if it was 
nothing to have the Word of God read, 
by one whoſe Office it is to proclaim the Di- 
vine Counſel. 

But if any will pretend, that he can read 
the Bible as well at home, and it is all ore 
to have it read by one. of his own Family, 
as by Chriſt's Miniſter and Officer : . I: will 
only ſay this, That the ſacred Place, and the 
Time ſet apart for this thing, and the Pre- 
ſence of others, may all contribute ro his 
greater attendance to, and better obſerva- 
tion of it. Afirum Fudiciam oritur ex aliornm 
preſentia. And when I ſee many others 
hearkning to the Word read, it will excite 
my Attention, and thereby help my Under- 
ſtanding, 

I need not put you in mind, that care hath 
been taken in ſeleCting thoſe Portions of 
Scripture to be publickly read, which are 
molt eaſy to be underſtood, and moſt uſeful 
and neceſſary to be remembred and practiſed. 

But if a Man ſhould perſuade himſelf, 
that no Benefit will come to him by con- 
forming 
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forming to the Orders of the Churchy 4n 
coming to the publick Aſſembly to hear the 
Word. of God read ; yet he ought to: do 
this; for the ſake of that Soczety of which 
heis a Member, and for the ſakes of the 
legnorant, who by their attendance on- the 
publick reading of the Word, will proclaim 
tothe World that they are the only A800” 
rant Perſons, if none elſe will come to 

it: And the Shame of this may make them 
abſent themſelves tao, becauſe they would 
not be look'd upon as' fo altogether, and 
only without underſtanding. T herefore to 
encourage and keep them in countenance, 
even ſuch as can themſelves read, ſhould 
come to Church to hear the Scriptures read, 
tho there are other Reaſons to move them 


to this. 22S 

Bur beſides the bare rtading, there is al- 
ſo. the Exponnding of the Word of God in the 
Publick Congregations, and it is applicd. to 

rticular Cafes : For, this is the bulineſs 

hof all Catechiſing and Preaching. Where 
any Text js not at all, or ſo well nnderſtood, 
there the Miniſter doth expound it by ſome 
plainer Text, or by an lnterpretation of the 
Original ; and he always ſhews its agree- 
ment with the common Notions and Senſe 
of Mankind. 

And it any be ſo careleſs or dull, as not 
to dediice the particular Conſequences they 
might, nor make uſe of ir to direct ther own 
Prattices, they are belped by the Sermon in 
thoſe marters. 

Arid thus by hearing, the Divine Com- 
mands-. 
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mands, and Promiſes, and Threatnings read 
nd explained, and applied, Men Undet? 
ſtandings art increaſed, theit Memories r$ 
fteſhed, their Aﬀections quickhed, and con- 
tly ' their Pradtice is better'd. Fat 

the Word vf God, where it is underſto6d 
and believed; where it is enrertained aid 
kept, it will have this certain Effet; 
to help Men to live holy and vertuons Lives; 
for it is a Spirit of Holineſs and 
that breaths in thoſe Divine Writitigs, and 
they have this only deſign to make Men gobdi 

3. The laſt of the Benefits 1 mentiohed, 
which the Chriſtian hath in the publick Aſ- 
ſemblics, is the Sacraments, 

| have already ſaid ſotnething 
Baptiſm, which is the initial Rire that is 
at our firſt Admiſſion, which ſolemnire, 
and as it were confirms and ratifies the En- 
gagement, which the Proſelire to Chriſtia- 
Nity then takes upon hit. 

| might here our] — 
probable to ex the ſecret and un 
tho not unfelt Bleſſing of God to be convey» 
ed upon the Obſervance of his own Inſtity- 
tion,and the Prayers which are made by the 
Church on the behalf-of the Party 

The other Sarrement of the Lord 1-S upper, 
if we conſider by whom, and at what tinle 
it was inſtituted, we ſhall look on it as a 
mighty Privilege to be admirred to it : For 
our Saviour ordained it, and he did this ot 
the time of his Death, when he was about 
to give the greatelt Inſtance of his Love to 
us, that ever the World had. 

| 
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if we think how frequently it was uſed 
by the Primitive Chriſtians, and what an 
Eſteem they had of it, we ſhall by this alſb 

perſuaded, that it is a v valuable 
thing, But L. the cor hand, As make 
an t ac to the 
of our own Titnes, we taut then Pr eur 
as having either much Evil, of very little 
Good in it, for elſe ſure Men conld not poſ- 
ſibly neglect it as they do. 

But let vs not judge of it by any extrin- 
ſeal Conſiderations wharſbever. Let us 
conſider the Nature of the Thing it lf, 
and the excellent Uſes it ſerves, and then 
we ſhall better diſcetn the Advantages it 


nes 
he thing weare to do, is to commemo- 
rats the great Performances of our Lord Fe- 
ſus Chrifh which were conſatrtimated iti thar 
_ and ignominious Death heunderwent 

our ſakes : This we are commanded to 
do in cating Bread, and drinking Wine. 

Now whilſt we do an Action which {6 
well becomes vs, ahd that is ſo honorable 
to our deareſt Lord, we receive unto out 
ſelves unconceivable Benefirs : For, when 
we look on Chriſt crucified for our Sits, 2s 
the Sacrifice offered for us, this ſhews us the 
Heinouſneſs of Sin, and makes us more ſen- 
ſible of, and ſorrowful for the Sins we have 
committed ; as alſo more to deteſt atid re- 
ſolve againſt all Sin for time to come. 

This alſo convinceth us of God's Righr 
to challenge our Obedience, and to puniſh 
us for our Default. And he doth by this 


[n{tance 


The Advantages 


Inſtance ( «4s i T7) ſhew us what we 
are to expect, if we continue ina finful 
Practice. 

Azain ; When we look on the Sacrifice, as 
accepted and eſteemed by God, this will 
increaſc our value of Obedience to the Di- 
vine Lan, and we ſhall ſet an higher Price 
on Holineſs ; for it was this which made 
our Saviour*s Oblation ſo acceptable unto 
God. 

This will alſo encourage our Faith and 
Hope in God, when we conlider that a Sar 
crafice hath been offered, and 1s accepted on 
our behalf. 

When we take a view of our dying Sa» 
viour, as our Example and Patern, we then 
learn the moſt perfect Submiſſion of our Wills, 
the moſt entire Reſignation of our Selves to 
the Will of God, the moſt unconquerable Pa- 
tience,. the greateſt Reſolution, and yet 
the moſt of Mildacſs, and above all, the 
moſt univerſal and intenſe Love that can 
be expreſt ; Lo-e to Enemies, to malicious 
and wicked Perſccutors, to be deſiring hear- 
tily, and carneſtly endeavouring their Wel 
fare, whalit they are eagerly ſeeking our 
Rouine. 

And when we have had Chriſt ſet before 
us, as dying tor our Brethren, this will en- 
gage us alſo to do or ſuffer any thing for 
them. We cannot but draw this eaſy 
Conclulion, If be /o loved «s,, we owrhr alſs to 
love one another. 


of Chniſtianity. 
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1 mention only ſome, and thoſe but a 
few, of the Advantages which we may and 
do receive by the Sacrament of the Lord's 

, for the increaſe of our Holineſs, 
_ Peace, And this may faffice at pre- 
ſent to the Sixth Particular ; I now proceed 
to- the Seventh and laſt. 


Seventhly ; The wiſe and good Comunſels, 
together with the holy and virtuous Exam- 
ples of the Members of this Society, both 
thoſe that arc on Earth, and thoſe that are 
in Heaven. 

There is no Member of the Chriftian 
Church, who wants Counſel, or deſervesRe- 
pon or to whom Exhortation is neceſſary 

lives among thoſe who both can and 
will ( as Occaſion ſerves) adviſe, and re- 
buke, and perſuade him : for the Chriſtian 
is fully inſtrufted in what is good and ht ; 
and it is his duty not to ſuffer Sia upon his 
Brother, but we are to exbort one another 
daily to the practice of Holinets. 

And if we look into the Remains of the 
good Men, who in former Ages were Mem- 
bers of the Church on ; Earth, we ſhall find 
arich Treaſure of moſt wiſe and excellent 
Counſels, that will dire& our Behaviour in 
every Condition we can fall intro. Theſe 
are extant ia the Books of the Scripture, 
and in other Writings of - a Chriſtian Spirit 
and Temper. 

And as for the Examples, how many are 
thoſe that have zone before us in the ways 
of Holineſs and Vertue, whoſe Practice is 
our 
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gur fire Guide in the ways that lead tg 
Happineſs. 1 need not mention thoſe known 
and celebrated Names of Abraham, Iſaac, 
and Facob, of bs and David, and the 
Prophets of the ord, who were all Mem- 
bers of the ſame Church, of which the E- 
ternal Word, the only Begotten of the Father, 
i the Head, : 

Beſides thefe ancient Worthies, we have 
the Lives of thoſe good Men, who were 
with, and fince our Saviour, who have fet 

ceknefs and Hu- 


' ns the faireſt Copies of M 


T a true and an excellent 
gion ; In fhort, have gone before us 
in alt the ways of 


Burt over and above, and which is more 
than all theſe, we have upon ſure Record 
the moſt admirable Patern of Goodnefs 
that ever the World faw. in the moſt e- 
celtent Eife of our moſt blefſed Lord, There 


is Holineſs in , and Vertue in its 
moſt exalted ; there we fee the utmoſt 
poſſibilities of Goodneſs, to which Human 


Nature can be raiſed on this Earth. 

This and the reſt of thoſe great Exam- 
ples, ſerve to inftrut our Ignorance, to 
quicken our Dutneſs, and to encouragg our 
Faintings and Deſpondencies, 

theſe, we have Examples of Men 
now alive, which teach ys Religion and 
Vertue, and ergage ns to ne it. _ 


Figs ny 4 
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of receiving the greateſt Mercies from "the 
Divine Bouncy, and is in the way in which - 
God uſually does communicate them, .. ? 

But as many as are recovered out of a ſtate 
of Sin, to 2 Life of Vertue, their paſt Sing 
are a1! pardoned, their frequent Infhrajries 
and Shorrneſles are alſo remitted, fo as they 
ſhall not riſe up in Judgment to condemn 
them : and they haveeternal Life aſcertain 
tothem, by the immurable Promſe of chat 
God who cannot lie. They are undervhis 
Protection and ſpecial Providence, who or- 
ders all things that befall them, ſo-as'that 
they turn to their Advantage, and are made 
ſerviceable to their Vertue, and will increaſe 
their Happineſs. 

Laſtly ; As to the Devil, the Prince of tis 
Power of the Air, the Spirit that works itt "the 
Children of | Diſobedience : They are" r6& 
deem'd from under his Vaſlalage, he hath 
now no more Power over'them ; he cannot 
domineer over their Souls 'or Bodies, as he 
did before rhe coming of our Saviourt 
His Oracles are ſilenced; his Power 1cſlened”; 
the Lighr of rhe glorious Goſpel hath ſcatrer'd 
the Powers of Darkneſs, fo-that'now' they 
creep 1nto the Corners of the Earth.” * 

Now- that Mens Souls are freed from” the 
Ignorance, and thoſe Frrors under- which 
they were held, their Bodies are alſo free 
from the Haliſh Cruelties of Tyrannicdl 
Fiends: ' They are no longer” under” the 
Power of Satan, now that they are become 
Subjets of the Kingdom of Chriſt,” who 
hath conquered and- triumphed over+ the 
Head 


————— 


of Chailttanity. 
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= 
© 
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Head of the Apoſtate Spirits, and hath rhe = 


Keys of Hell and Death. 


- Thus I have briefly repreſented the great 
Benefits which accrue to Men by being AMem- 
bers of the Church of Chriſt,” we 
conſider them as ſingle Perſons, or as in So- 
cieties; with reference to, Ged, or the De- 
wi, For, whether we conſider the Great- 

the vaſt. Extent and 


within - the Kingdom, and fo under the 
Protetion and Care : of-; the:  Soveraign 
Lord of Men and Angels: and they con- 
tinging to do well, ſhall be Pattakers of 
everlaſting Life and Happiaefs. 


R 


= = 
Cy 
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This is the Condition; theſe are the 
Privileges of every true Chriſtian, of eye- 
ry Man, who i not wanting to 

and careleſs of hi owls manifeſtly 
greateſt and belt Intereſts. 4 


The Inferences' I would mnake, art 
theſe two : 


1. Let- us' then" ſet at hiph/ value upon 
the Chriſtian - Religion in general 3 and 
in particelar;” on our _ Members of 

| is the Head: 


Va accrue to us by being parts of 
this yz" let 
care to ' preſery 


with it : Let'us as -to0 
| "be i ven -hertns 


TY 
gt 
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73-72 


IJ 
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F 


miſſioners do upon Earth : Whoſc 
they remit or retain, are remi 
retained by him alſo. And if there be 
a Male Adminiſtration, yet the excom- 
municated Perſon is deprived .of ſome 
Benefirs which otherwiſe he might _ 


Z 


3 


| 


af Chajonity 
Have a great regard for that Body, 
of which whoſoever 1s. a Member, hath 
ſo great ' Privileges, - Be Garcful not to 
make any unnecellary and unnatural Dj- 
viſions and Schiſms in it, .. or to do any 
thing that, may tend to the.  dillolution 

of that molt excellent Scociety. 


1, "Let, us behave our ſclyes as be- 
comes the Members of this 6 pon oo So- 
ciety ; and let our - Lives | 
our Devotion towards Gal = Tiltice 


tr j fur tg Bt 70 
3 Es os! vis ah IE: 


a hat Fo by uh 


ME Fn: 
kw ew "by Wi 26-1 
ry others : "If; Xo, be .not. mich ner 
rn other Men, we iu "needs be far 
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aſſembling of your ſelves together, as t 
ar of Jame w, &&c- Neg ot the'$e- 


ent [43 $00,t00.many do. 


[ conclude all, by reminding Jon. in 


4K, of the Advantages of which I haye 


delire you, 
R 5 Ah cork 1. To 
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peculiar to it: Thoſe 
ing good to all ; in ef- 
of Love to one another, 


: 
f 
2, 
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| of any do 
" F interfere with the lick Intereſt 'of 
* 7 the Society in 
And tho many Corruptions and A+ 


Chriſtian Church z yet even in a* 
-Adminiſtration of it, there 
great Helps to Vertue: And 
ſe very Formalities, and Shadows, 
Names"of ſome Offices and Things, 
which remain, may ſerve to put us in mind 
what ought to be, and what we ſhould take 
care to do, or to ayoid. 
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lt is in this, as in other Goveramentyy 
better to be under bad anes, than none 
atall ; and more glgible to bear the Cor- 
ruptions -of  Men,--who axe at preſent 
in place of; Power, than, to a 
Change of the Confention. or to go about 
to alter the Government it ſelf. 


Thirdly -;.. The Archives and; Records 
of this Society, which are; cantained in 
the Books of. the Old and New Telta- 
ment, ( which indeed it is poſſible. a Man 
may have, that is not of this Society 
but by his being of ir, he is entatled to 
this Privilege). he now hath. free acceſs 
to them. 

And how muck theſe Divine Records 
tend to- enlighten” Mens Minds; and to 
purify their Hearts, only. they: - know, 
who have , uled. ther, There, we have 
upon / Record. the + firſt Original of this 
excellent Society, the gradual Dilſpenſa- 
tions of God to his Church of all Ages; 
the Examples. aud Lives of many, of the 
Members of it, but eſpecially Hol 
Jeſus; the Atty of. Government and Dil- 
cipline, which | haye-been in the firſt Age 
after Chriſt, 


Fourthly ; The Publick Aſſemblies for 
the Exerciſe of Religion, to which they 
are admitted ; Where, 


1. They 


————— 
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1, They pray to God publickly for 
and with each other. 

2. The Scriptures gre read. 

3. They receive Sacrament of the 
Lord's-Supper, and Infants are baptized. 


Fifthly ; The Converſation, the Coun- 
ſels, and Exhortations, and Reproofs, and 
Examples of their Fellow-Members. 


All theſe tend to make Men vertuous, 
and that brings with it preſent Peace, 
and furure Happineſs ; for God loves, and 
will reward Vertue, &c. 


MATTH. 5- 44+, 


But 7 ay unto you, Love your Enemies, 
bleſs them that curſe you, do good to 
them that hate you, and pray. 


for 
them that deſpitefully uſe you, &c. 


Heſe Words are SL by a ye- 

ry great Authority Was 

l & in the Opinion of ome, 
that they ſhould be born- up y 

the Credit of the Lew-giver: that the re- 
pate of his 220M ne ee 
; take 
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take off the Scandal of Folly and Evil in the 
Command : For, with many this Text and 
divers others are co to Reaſon, 
and oppoſite to the Natore of Man : than 
which Opinion, I know nothing more pre- 
judicial to Thriſtian Religion. 

For, if this be granted, it is then con- 
feſs'd, that our Religion 1s falſe and evil z 
that whoſoever believes it, believes in 
poſition to his Mind ; and he that obeys 
doth it t© his own Hurt; that he ruing 
himſelf, and depraves his Nature. 

This Error tends to the utter Subverſion 
of Chriſtianity : For, it makes it impoſlible 
to be either believed, or isd : For no 
Man can give Credit'to that, which contra- 
ditts what he cannot doubt ; and no Man 
can do that, which he is aſlyred tends to his 
Deſtruction, as all Actions do, which are 
repugnant to his Nature, 

No Man Can believe what he cannot con- 
ceive, nar can he conceive a Contradittion, 
not apprehend © whar is ifpolſiblez nor cat 
he Uo that, which be- thinks fo evil, as that 
is, ,which i intrinſecally repugnant 46 his 
Natute. 

He that liach entertain'd this Conceit, 
muſt alſo aſſert,that he who will believe the 
Articles of our Faith,auſt lay afide his Rear 
ſon ; atid he who will obey the Precepts of 
Chriſt, muſt 7 off his Nature, and geaſe 
to be'a Man, If he will be a Chriſtian.” 

But how ynworthily doth this reflect ups 
or God, by making, him thus at odds wath 
Mmfar; that what he made at firſt, he af- 
ter 


CC —_ ; 
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our Enemies. 


i delliors.s that ts Works of Creation 


and-Redemputon claſh ? It. argues him ro 
have forgot the Capacitier of his Creatures, 


when he makes a Reyelarion of that, which 


& unconceivable by j oF hath required 
them to do what is not poſſible they ſhonld 
do; and doth all this tor their Advantage, 
which will infallibly roice chem. 

Beides ; What a diXparagement 1s this to 
Religion ? How juſtly is that ſuſpected for 
a Cheat, where to the belicf of irs Articles, 
mp of its Duties, Men muſt be Un- 

able and Unnatural ? And how doth 
this-open. a door to Error and evilPractice, 
| ing Reaſon, and caſting off Nature ? 
Fors he that, doth this in_any Caſe, may for 

[ know, do it in every one ; and then 
he muſt believe all that is told, and do-all 
that is bid him ; and then he will believe 
Lies, and pradttife Wickedneſs. 

In ſhort ;, This Opinion fakes away from 
Chriſtians all means of diſtitiguiſhing Truth 
from. Falihood, ic ſubyerts the Foundations 
of all Diſcourſe, it leaves no differences” of 
Good and Evil. All this is moſt true, if Man 
mult believe what is contrary to rhe un- 
doubted Principles, and the trneſt Diſcour- 
les of _his Reaſon, or do, what is repugriavtt 
to his Nature. 

[He -that is thus perſwaded, bath caſt off 
his fore and faithful Guide, and now muſt 
wander after Fancy, and be ar the Mercy 
df every one, who will. pretend; Inſpiration. 

Thisevil and falſe Opinion w. hood 
by ſome Mens Miſtake of rt 
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few other Texts; which yet to 


wh The Relation and Order they have to 
other Precepts ; for withont- this Compare 
rive Knowledg of the Law it cannot beun+ 
derſtood. 


t. As to the common Acception of the 
Words, there can be o' Controvertys by 
cauſe 
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theſe alone are inci r0 
Men our Enemes, OT 7 
do us ill Offices, iT 

us well, may do-that w 

who. intend to ,ruid 12 þ 
ds not Enemies, Nor on the Ev 
can we juſtly call any Man fo, who 
Power 10 hurt us, and pa not ; = 
no other way-to know his Thoughts 
tis Works ;. and if they do not yet 
to thelc, it 45 an Argument er BE 
ſceded Judgment of--a Man's Nind ; 
they are not conſented to; and no Mag 
to-be cenfur'd for that which i5 a 
of PraQtice, and is not his FALLIGE 
ment. 

No Man can. be {aid ,to be, or to do any 
thing that merits Praiſe or Blame, where he 
hath not given ,his, Conſent, and,where the 
AQtion is within his Power, and follows not, 
there he dorh nor. conſent. 

2. Theſe Words « were ſo naderſfood 


trans [of the Elders, and. 
Doftors and Rabvies, 
ſuch, as ſhewed they thought 
only permitted, but commanded a. 
and do Evil to their Enemies ; and all were 
ſuch in their Eſteem, who were not Fews.or 
Profelites And therefore they denied them 
common Othces -of Civility, would . not 
CMaonſtrare vias cadem nfs = colems ) is 
much 


on, WF ** ww T5 TY —_ FTW ww TT” I» 4 a cc _ ww 


it 


calld « 
ut + Dreatly id all that 
faid of Love, to thoſe of their own Na- 
tioes. © 
$0 then the Words of the Text bein 


Firſt ; That no Aion that 5; —_—_— 
commanded. and none that is neceſſary forbidden. 
If any Laws be made that keep not within 
theſe Bounds, it argues Folly, and perhaps 
Cruelty m the Maker of them; he to 
whom they are made, cannot be under any 


Obligation, 


Second- 


rs Ay chuſe- 
"Act To BU\no'ov WuG- 
is the: untranſ; Law; it is 
to Nature to do otherwiſe, this' is- 
tually obliging : This is a Law which 
be abrogated, from whi 
can derogate in the. 
whatſoever - 1 
jun” do hte mcg = 
things, t eater ;, of two £1 
—— leans And indeed Men | 
naturally do chuſe that which ehey appre- 
hefid to be fo: 


Theſe two Rules premiſed, it is manifeſt 
that our. Saviour, in this of 
our Enemies, doth not us 120629, 
- 1: To love any thing that - is in- it; felt 
Evil, nor to be pleaſed with our own 
confidered in it ſelf : This is impoſlible for 
Humane Nature to do. He doth not by this 
intend to make us affected to Evil, as we are 
to Good. This we c#nnot be whilſt we are 
Men ; our Nature mult be firſt deſtroyed. 
Every one naturally and neceſlarily intends 
his own Prefervation, and is averſe from 
that which tends to» his Ruine. The deſire 
of bis own Preſeryation and Perfection is 2 
Principle ſo deeply ingraven in Man's Na- 
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our Enemies. 


ure, that it cannot be obliterated. Nor, 


2. Are we herecommanded ro do no Evil 
to thoſe who are ow Enemics. Meh who 
are competeut Judges of Offences, and who 
have Power and Right to puniſh Offenders, 
are not hereby forbidden to inflict Penalties 
on then, where other Methods will be 


- bably ineffeftual, to remove or prevent ſome 


greater Evils. This makes doing ill to any, 
not only excuſable, but neceſſary, where 
a greater Evil cantiot be removed without 
it. And, 

3. If we may do any Evil *q another, 
then we may alſo deſire and will it. Iris 
unqueſtionable, a Man may will todo what 
he may do. And he may do Evil to another 
Man, where, 

t-It is the likelieſt theans to procure 
the Offender ſome fron Good, than by 
this he is depriv'd of. © Of, | 

2. Where it is but conſiſtent with his 
Happineſs ; if it be In order to the greater 
Good and Advantage of others, the Liber- 
” hovy Security of other Men, the Publick 

+ This is the only Reaſon 1canreadi- 
ly think of, why the Life of a Robber ſhould 
be taken away, that Peopie may be ſecure 
and quiet in thetr Poſſeſſons, and encoura- 
to Labour and Indultry to get, by their 

proteted by the Laws in keeping 


 whar they have; and alſo leſt the Conta- 


jon ſhould ſpread, and the Malefattor him- 

f proceed to more Offences, and others 

receive the. Infection from hin. Alt which i3 

more yaluable that fuch a Man's Lite. 
9 
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Theſe are the Principles of Juſtice ;, and 
our Saviour came not to overturn any of 
theſe Foundations. | 

This then ſeems to be the Senſe of our 
Saviour in this Precept. Not that we ſhould 
love any thing that 1s Evil to us, and tends 
to our Ruine as ſuch : Nor, that we ſhould 
not endeavour and take the beſt and likelieſt 
ways to free our ſelves from a bad Eſtate : 
Nor that we ſhould not do and deſire ſome 
Evil to Men a hp Enemies, pro- 
vided that it bein order to a greater Good, 
than it is 4 Deprivation of to themſclves or 
others, and never inconſiſtent with their 
Happineſs. But that we ſhould deſire and 
do as much as we can, all that Good to them 
who deſign and do the worſt Evils to us, 
which can be conſiſtent with our wiſeſt En- 
deavours after their, our own and others 
greateſt Good. 

This ſeems to be all that is meant by this 

Only this Caution is 1 
that Paſſion, and Intereſt, and Foly muſt not 
determine in the caſe ; but W:/dom and Ri 
reewſneſs muſt fit in Judgment, and decide 
what 4s, and what is not conſiſtent with 
their, or other Mens greater Good. 


IH. Now let us conſider the Reaſonable- 
neſs of ſuch a Praftice conſidered in it ſelf ; 
and the —_ that are drawn from 
ſuch a Conſideration of it, as well as the 
more external that perſwade to it. 

1. Conkder Love in it ſelf, It is the moſt 
pleaſant as well us the moſt beneficial and 


pa- 
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our EneNLes. 


IE 
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' Operation of Man 
> Gt I af wHl confeſs bim(z1f be- 
ers fo to this Pallion, for. the greateſt De- 
aF repent met with. '-1t is that 
Wy feces ayy thing of Pjca- 
ents : it rhe 
53 af wen afford. us no Content, 


Sc. 
Our Qelight conſiſts in ving aha 
fance of Riches, 
inknowins mach ; 907 oh ng Noany rednor 
He that hath much, 


wore of Del hy dition; than the 
ER in his ; becauſe he XS loves 


* a tA vv 


vill g ive. The more he has 
4 is with him, If rhere- 
ge it Ka extended as far as there is any 
| = that may be an Oo of Love, how 
* his Qelight be ? The moſt thac 
Heaven, wang te is 4 Stare of the 
4-7 eaſure agd Delight that Humane 
ature can have, is, that rhere is a conſtant 
and _—_ Lene, aud Hell; which is the 
Torment,  —_ of all Good: 
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will : Love and Kindneſs are baniſhed hence, 
and Spire, and Hatred, and Envy, take the 
lace. 
, How beneficial this Temper is to Humane 
Nature, is very apparent. The Body it 
ſelf ſhares in the Advan that come by 
it. In the Opinion of the French Philoſo- 
er, a3 well as the Obſervation of many, 
it is literally Health to the Navel, and Mar- 
row to all the Bones. It gives Warmth and 
Motion to the Blood, and new freſh Spirits 
to the whole Body : and on this account he 
thinks it more adviſeable to live in a miſta- 
ken Love, then in Hatred that is true, and 
hath a Foundation. 

But if this admit of Diſpute, yet that is 
————— that it is far better to love 
with Reaſon, than to hate without it ; and 
that is all 1 plead for. 

But theſe are the leaſt of the Ad 
we have by Love: the greater OS 
which more immediately concern the Soul, 
and they are ſurm*d up in this, the knock- 
ing off the Shackles and Fetters, which Hs- 
tred, and Sorrow and Fear had bound up 
our Powers by; Love,that comes and n—_— 
ly reſcues us from that Bondage and 
dom: It ers us atliberty, unties the Ton 
of the Dumb, and unlooſes our Hands that 
were bound. It brings us back from the 
Solitude, whither Hatred or Fear had dri- 
ven us, to 2 Converſe amongſt Men, ,and 
makes us aCtive, and diſpoſes us to the Em- 
ployment of all our Powers, which is neceſ- 
fary to their Perfection, and hath a 
tendency 


our Enemies. 


tendency to it... That is the firſt, from che 
conſideration of Love in General. 
Secondly ; Now conſider it with its Ob- 
jot, Enemies, 
' may do us much Good, and we 
are often the better for then. 


Indeed this being beſides their Intention, 
ps. ſhall not think they merit our 
r Thanks the more; but however, 
lnſtraments of Good to us ; and 
Co ork m_ any cauſe of 

on account, was 
zor would have. his Brethren 
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himſelf, is of great value with him ; and 
why ſhould not we as well love them that 
do us Good againſt their Will, as_ thoſe 
that do it withogt any Will at all ? But, 

(2.) We owe much to their evil Deligns 
and miſchievous Devices againſt us. 

This makes us cautious and circumſpect, 
and this Caution makes us wiſe. He con- 
ſidered this rightly, who when he would re- 
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every one what he had 
re agnt By rf Pridents o is; Tere 
This Apprehenſſon rakes ws more &xart in 


whe d ſe. we ſhould be. 
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ſent MS Afgerto bring £3 
and ih'the Detope, Not Oe \ Sor Tl 
ſaved in the We ſhould follow rhis 
Example; ptofecute and Jeſtroy the Wic- 
cetinek, the Evil of a Mart; hate rhar with 
a perfect Hatred ; but Tpare the Man, " 
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in the Body Politick, the Relatives 
Offender are not involved in his Suffe- 
where the Offence is not . 


2, 
B 


f; 


there 


of Wiſdom and 1 
loved, and the Man valued for ir. | 

Laſtly z We are never to do any Evil 
which will make it impoſſible for our Ene- 
mies to be happy : this would be to cut off 
I 4 - 


xineſs, which mult be 
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2 vital Part. Such was his helliſh Malice, 
who perſwaded his Enemy to bla] in 
hopes of Lifzand then preſently him, 
and rhen triuwph'd in; the greatneſs of the 
Miſchief. 1 never yet met with an Inſtance 
of one more a Devil. This Man had per- 
fetly cait off Humanity z and he hath 

{o roo in great meaſure, who doth not fo 
mych deſire eyery other Man's Happineſs, as 
that he can do nothing, that is not in order 
co, at leaſt very conſiſtent with it. 

As to the other Compariſon, let us not 
do thatwhich: the Soveraign Lord of Hea- 
ven and Earth ſo much diſowns, paziſh the 
Fathers for the Tranſgreſſun of the Children. 
Let every one «ie for bis own iniquity * Find 


out the Criminal, let him ſuffer. - Here's a 


diforderly Paſſion founded on ſome ecaly 
and ordinary Miſtakes ; remove theſe, but 
{et the Man live : Let not bim fuffer, unlefs 
this be the beſt Method for the removal of 
this, and prevention of 2a worſe Evil that 
may befal Flew 

What I have now faid, fignifies, that a 


ſpecial Care and due Regard ſhould be had 


to all that is good: and when our Anger and 
Dilpleaſure would inſtigate ns to deviſe and 
do Miſchief ro oar Exemy, then conſider, 
he is a Man, that is, one who is liable to 
Error, but .yet- capable of Information: 
One who 1$ ſubject to do Evil, but yet often 
1s changed, and--amends his Life : One of 
God's Creatures, and one of - the moſt excel- 
lent of them; and ſhall we deſtroy thet 
which we could not make; that which God 
himſelf 


\ 
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our Enernes, 


i. 


himſelf made, with ſo much Wiſdom, and 
fuck greatneſs of Power ? Can we haye fo 
little eſteem of the - Work of God? Can 
we deſtroy what wedonor underſtand ? 

= Befides ; Alan is GodPs Image, and all 
the Lines can never be ſo much obliterated, 
that "there ſhould be no reſemblance : 
And-if there remain any Lineamenty of our 
Faber's Face in a Picture, we ſhall furely 

itas a ſacred Relique. 

ill- not this move us? Yet our own 
Likeneſs may. Can we love our ſelves, and 
not-love our own Picture, that is ſo very 
likeus? Or not love one, that is Fleſh of 
ar Fleſh, and Bone of our Bone ? $0 every 
Man is to another. 

/Or laſtly ; Have we any Love to our 5: 
wa f and ſhall not we love his- Piſciple ? 
Do we valoe our Religion, and have'no 
more regard to the Pro of it? Did 
Chriſt die for him, that be might ive for 
moe and will not you ſaffer him to: live 

c 

Briefly., there is often a great deal of 
Good in him that is eur Enemy; and wemult 
love that, and him, for ſake of that 

- We do not well to caſt away the 
Corn with the Chaff;, nor the Garment, be- 
uſe of one Spot z nor disfigure the Face, 
becauſe of a Mole ; nor . pull out the other 
Eye, becauſe one is loſt y- And yet 
thus we do here, when we hate the Man, 
tho-he be otherwiſe very good, becauſe he 
tsourEnemy. Burt, 


; and fnce 
covery, the more 
Caſe. 


The Man is miſerable, and therefore to 
be pitied : It is unnatural. Cruelty, it. is 
monſtrous , © hate, to 
cute one in Mifery. And this is the State 


of is dee wthenn I have here deſcribed ; | 


nay; it is in part.true of every one that is 
Loon For every Man is ſo far fa 
appineſs, as he is from Love, and Hatred 
Þ Glen xnvegh from thee. 
Beſides z He who continnes it Spite and 
Malice againſt me, is an Enemy to God ; 


Ano ima IJ !* Why ſhoald weadd © to 


his + um errpe which 1s wn ſo gueat ? 

Thirdly 3 Confider your felves, they are 
your Enemies. 

r. It is no way proper for your ſelves 
to ſentence and puniſh in the caſe, becauſe 
you. are fo apt to miſtake every where, and 

eſpecially to b» partial-in your own cauſe. 
We are neither wiſe nor juſt enough to 
be Judges in fach a thatter. We may beſ6 
far deceived, as tothink them our Enemies 
who are not, ; and we oftner miſtake this 
than we think we do : In this caſe to hate 
is very evil in the opinion of all. . 

| t 
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"It's tn the Text, that Meir are 
ods gg we muft love them # FW they 
k not, we are worſe thatr Heathens ;, 
MU ECa dF woes ic 

_ c bemyg or own, we cannor be 


Jody for our felves, 
qual anocker Yn. ears ſo aft to 
| every Inteveft of our own, 


216 hk that aff other Mens Concerns, 
ow > Gag CE ch ve 
| s. We only confrder 

ifs, 49d are wholly regardleſs 


owt 
#c ens. 
ot one Ketfon why 411 Controverſies 
betwixt Man and Mn; are tefety'd it all 
Conntries third Petfor, whe & more 


. 


fdetitg how apt we are tobe over- 

flerare in oor own Coticerns, amd tobe 

| PEN ct \ where we ate - 
os foes 6 reifiing Intereſt,” we 

rathe fefer one {ves to ont that isper- 

Ry wiſe and joft, than pats Sentetice! owr 


1 agaiolt n Man, as we do if we hate - 


It becomes the Modeſty of 6ne that Knows 
bitnfel” apr't6 miſtake, to refer Himſelf to 
the Jadgmetit of another 3 and if we will 
be 


that which is prejudicial to our. particular 
Intereſt, if others receive Advantage. by ut ? 
If the Rain that overflows me, make 
Neighbours Field fruicful, I muſt not di 
it: And if the Sun warms 
the Heat, which ſcorches me ;, or the Seq- 
ſon by which -1 ſuffer, favour many others ; 
I am not to be diſpleaſed. | 

And if he that is mine Enemy, and oppe- 
ſes my Intereſt, be a Friend to many, 1 will 
love him, in as much a$1 am tayght to re- 
gard other Mcns Intereſts, and not only to 
mund mine own Things. - He that only con- 
ſidersbimſelf, and his own particular Ad- 
vantage is ' us Center, may hate every 
thing that oppoſes him in it ; but he. that 
takes other Mens Concernments into his 
thoughts, and defires their Welfare as his 
own, as every\one doth, that is true ei 
to. Chriſtianity or Nature, will not be 
much diſaffeted to that which is agai 
himſelf, .if it be for others ; but will love 
that which doth them good, tho it preju- 
dice himſelf. 

3dly; Tour Enemies ;, Who have therefore 
known what itis to bave Enemies, and have 
tele the evil Effects of Hatred and Unchari 
tableneſs : - It is reaſonable to expect = 

uc 
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not do that, which they know 
ſo great an Evil. 

If it be. no Evil to have Enemies, why 

do you complain ? And if it” be, why will 

do thus ? You ſce the Evil of it in 6- 

hey wh not in your ſelves? Will you 

det t in them, which you allow and 


prattiſe ? 

Both Religion and Nature teach us to be 
aſefted towards other Men, as we are to 
car ſelves ; to love our Neighbours as our 
ſhes; and to do to them, as we would 
have them do to us. 

The Providence of God has given us ſuch 
ces, and put us in ſuch. Circumſtances 
inthe World, that we have the greateſt En- 

ments laid upon us to mutual Kindneſs 
£1 Good-will He has made us all of one 
Stock; we are alſo like one another ; we 
ſand in need of each others Help and Ser- 
vice: We make voluntary Agreements, 
and enter into Covenants and Contratts, by 
the Inſtitution of God, as well as by the 
Conſtitutions and Appointments of Men, to 
love and ſerve one another. Love is the 
Heart of Civil Society. | 
. And beſides all this Proviſion, which Di. 
vine Wiſdom has made for our Exerciſe of 
Love ; he has by the Goſpel tavght ir us, 
and obliged us toit in a moſt extraordina- 
T5 -manner: For, Love your Enennes ; 
that is, 

4thly ; Towrs, who were loved when you 
were Enemies, and had been miſerable if 
you had not. Rom. 5. 10. When we were 
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yet Enemies, we were recalled to God by the 


£53 Wi ad of Exnie vas 
2.) Who it was to whom we were £- 
nemies, and who loved us. 
(3-) With what kind of Love. 
(1) \ © mers the moſt cpubulel WT 


TS 


Enemies that my {og What © Reaſhn 
ſhadow of Reaſon vi go Man for 


ag] wi God” © 
je Or oy dhevar 


can dd 
kin who Vs wy tne odds 
with his Maker ? or & 


71; 


Megs 7 he at rene No wh 
we intended againſt Heaven, falls upon our 
own Heads. Such a kind .of Enemies we 
were; and yet, 

(2.) Our God and Sayiour loved us. 
God who is infinitely wiſe, who cal. 
vor gn us, Who.is our Example and Pattern, 
and to be like him js our greateft PerfeCtivg. 

And left any ſhould fay, Becauſe he de- 
pended not on us, and was ſo mnch above 

us, 
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than we find them, if there be no-reaſon to 
ear cur Enemies, there can be none to hate 
them. 

There 
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There is nothing more conduci 


indeed efſential ro our Happineſs, thag 
And chogone the Rapper of _ Chai 
which manifeſtly deſigns our 

pineſs, has by all means Pan. freg-ale- 
of Love ; it has removed all Obllacks oat 
of the way, and enlarged its Bounds ; dif 
covering new Objects, that were not before 
thought of; extending it to Juſt and. Ug- 
juſt, Strangers and Acquaintance, Friends 
and Enemies. 


6ebly 3 This is the wiſeſt Method we can 


taketo be freed from the Evil we complain 
ef. We ſhall hereby moſt probably, 

1, Put an end to this Evil. * 

2, Prevent new ones to our ſelyes and 0- 
thers. - And if this be true, then there can 
be no Plea for Hatred. 

This is the meaning of Hatred, to deliver 
our ſelves from ſome Evil, to deſtroy that. 
Now let us compare and ſee, whether Love 
be not a better and wiſer MEthod to this, 
than Hatred. | 

t. It is more innocent, doth leſs harm 
to the Party himſelf or others, and deſtroys 
leſs Good. 

2+ It doth more ordinarily prevail upon 
Men to lay aſide all malicious thoughts. And 
there are many Cauſes in Natare, which 
make it neceſſary ſo to do : 

(1.) We are naturally prone to imitate 3 
and here is a contrary Example ſet before 
us, 2 Patern of Love. 

(2:) There is no Reaſon for any to hate 
one that loves him, becauſe we only _ 
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G.) lngenaic Love for Hatred quencheth 
del it. . The. common 

the Sun. (hive upon ,the. Kitchio-Fire, 
will pat. ic. out. .. Love ane] che Fuck 
from \thoſe conſuming Fixes K deſtroys 
both the Parents and che N ur ie of Enmity, 
which are Hatred ahd Evil: Theſe propa- 


fo 1d nr but Lau, and Geedeſs 


Overcame , Fuil 
OO the  Apoſtic that indeed is 


ay £0.Qvercome At. 
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ancreales its ws Recagth as 
| damp the force of that Can- 
» Which will make Breaches,upon 

2 Stone-W all. Farther, ſer us conſider, 
3 Either we deſerved  Sne'% in 


þ lpeereſy or we did not. ; | 
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{6a Wi befur Recompeyce that = T 
2 Our Enemy either doch well. or ill in 
©: if well, love; if ill, pity him. 

is worſe» to. him, than our; Eric 
De, AF he. do. ill, do not follow 
Example ; if well, do Not : pate hiv. | 
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thy of. = who have” the ule of uy 
Reaſon.. 

As 2 the fou xth Ob ow 1 | bo 

I, 13 15 NO 
NN Rn 
It is commo , b; : ; 

Theſe ty Citer very little : 'We' hate” all 
Evil, and $4 that which is abſent ; but 
Love. on the other hand, > "ay this Evil 
from the Ming ;,. ad 

2: Tents to reform Td wel the Offen- 
der himſelf : It is a.means to free him from 
his Malice, which is. not but 
rather inflamed by that which increaſeth his 
Fear : 'For, notwithſtanding that his In- 
tention-and Mind is as evil as before, Fear 
= at al abating his hang of doing harm, 

only curting ſhort his Opportunity, 
And therefore, 
we It will Cif it increaſe ere, ON 
n his Opportunity ) make & 

very little occaſion of doing the Miſchief he 
deſighs.. And it Is hard for us to keep ſack 
a conſtant and ſtrict Watch, as to give no 
Adyantage to one who ſeeks it. 


If all theſe Reiſons which T have 
poſed, prevail not with us to put in 

this Precept of Loving our Enemies; yet 
the Authoriry of our Lord and Saviour 


ſuade us. ...1 ſay xnto you: 1 who 


thus my ſelf; [, whole you are, who have 
Right to you + all Men ; *1, who know 
what is good for yon, berter than you do 
your ſelyes, T ſay unto you, Love ny Eros 
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I conclude all, with reminding you of 
my Intention in this Diſcourſe, which was 
to ſerve the Deſigns of Love, by removin 
one of the greateſt Obſtacles of it out © 
the oy: _— all —_— be perſuaded 
to love uni ; to caſed wich 
Good where-ever - ſee MN in our 
_— — it where-eye 4 is 
wantin is any capacity of it. 
pay ſo wiſe, as to ſerve our ſelves and 
Religion of all the Conditions of Life which 
weare in, by making them ſerviceable to 
Loweand Good-will, which affuredly is the 
teſt Life we can live; that which will make 
w molt acceptable to God, moſt caſy and 

toour ſelves, and moſt aſeful and 
to others ; it is the beſt that Earth 
or Heaven is capable of. 


God of his infinite Mercy grant unto us 
the true Spirit of Chriſt, that Spirit whoſe 
S-0 Fruiss 


Calling no;Man 
MASTER: 


MATTH-.. 23- 8, 9, 10. 
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ly to rebuke them. The Lamb of God here 
ion: and he who was 


{ Conſolations, is now tprned into 
Son. of Thunder, denouncing Woes g- 
v8 q 


lue-of a hot and haſty Temper; for 
our Saviour's whole Garriage, both to his 
own Diſciples (-who were ſuch as would 
mow ſufficicurly exerciſed a great Patience) 

walafh us deadly E ; ICgUes his 
264 ildnefs; ar he it was 
in mc pie that Prophecy was fulfilled, that 
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We may therefore conclude that there 
mult be ſome juſt, and reaſonable, ard great 
Cauſe of this great Indignation,:.and this 
we” find*Ivas* an 'Accumulation of great 
Wickedneſs in theſe Men, which received 
Ag #$" 
vc From their Pretences to greater San 
Rizy thafothers. \.w, 
ag2* Tho haviog greats @pportu- 


Jjes o. others. 

> "ea eg 6 png ay. of them in 
Tn publick Place, *r ice m ve a 
bad Influence on their Folloivers. « 55 Ak 
who pretend Holinefs,and are wicked re. 
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-Of calling. 
That I be not miſtaken, I underſtand by 
all this, what our Saviour Taxes, viz, 


a Spirit of Pride and 

—_— Tiles, and a Power which no 
Man can reaſonably challenge , of. Coverauſ- 
ef, or an Humour of C al 
the World ; a negle# of the greatefs Com- 
mands, with endegvonrs.c cake anzory by 
a Zeal in the lefſer meters. An exatt Ob» | 
ſervance of Extervals, with a Supine Omiſſ- 


igion 3 ſuch are Tracb, and -Jaftice, Love to 
God and-Men.. This 1s, what I underſtand 
wer pl anthin Armament [ auld 
ſert this necellary Caption, that all I ima, 


is to tax. the VieesJot-) Men 4a, our 
Church, noctodifoemane a 4 
I ng ON 
what 1 Jay, to. welt) my Words, - K 
thiok me 20 Eoeny.co the. Church, whoif 
1 had been. ſo, 1 ſhogld then . have. been 
flent, or fiatter'd and ſaid, all « wel. Let 
none be ſo unreaſonably ſuſpicious aan 
honeft Intentions, 'ax to. thick me co-be un- 
dermining, whilſt... am really the 


threaten our Subverſhon. 


"Whilſt 


we open 


own : for we cannot condema tha in them, 


him in our nr have not Faith #nd Hope 
Whilſt we are void of true Love 


in him : 
Men, are ſo far from from 
k od Kindneſs, that are, Pry 


EE Pe ed, 
God's Mo the Churches 


uredly thoſe are the _ that have 


given Men that Advantage us, which 
df they could never have had ; for, "Wi 


felt harm us if we do mell ? No certainly, if 

we lived in the Love of God and of all Men, 
in Humility 2vd merknefs, 'in Ter ance, 
in Juſtice, and Troth, in Merry 2 Good: 


., 


hoy of entring ifito hat _ 


nian,; P aw would be prone to think 
at the Neves Gap, ich urs 


will 
hl hut” 
dburdance, they will think 
Tree good that bears then ;, CL,” 


of E Vertyous and truel 
they wil nk the better of one Mi 5 
akes- 

We all know it was (priocipally ) Sin- 
Piery, and an leſs Verrue! wha 
tom ſerine Lenore HRT 
k 
ihade it ſo feccefeful in the World + and it 
uſt be the ſame Life, that niuſt gai 
Profelites to our Church. If we, the _ 
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©" This is the beſt 
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ſelves, and of our Way. Whofocy 


les this, whilſt he pretends. tobe af 
tothe Church, he 15,an Enemy, to 


And. how many ſuch there are, who 


mends- for their Diſobedience to %; 


Ales! How many ſuch baſe Song as theſe 


with ? On this a& 


on 
whom ſhe cannot in Charity think to be. 
Children of God z nor yy, OO 


lie, 
themſelves td be her OF-ſpring, when they 
are not, and ſo get 2 ſhare an the Inhert 
abuſing her Charity Shall ſhe there- 


ke llarned Why alas! like good old 
Iſaac, (he is impos'd upon z her 0wn-gredt 
Sinceriry makes her think her Children kaye 
no more Guilt than her ſelf, and her might 
Charity covers their Sins from her. 


Thus 
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who-put on our form as a Cloke FRI. 
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no Ban Patter. 


T'T his it may be for a time, but 1 } 


ere 
hog the F in our Church find 
our thoſe amorigſt us, who walk /o a5 that chey 
PEE IIS 

which is 
meet for 10 Miſdemeanours ; 'as ſome 
of them afready_in their Viſitations 


jvrimate ro ns one fundamenrat Error 
bariſees,on which mach of their falſe 
"Sell a5 bad Praftice was 


Do aro 
to "7 £ , in 
NenGods: this 1 ve ads Thus 


t? | From! 


He will not ha bs Dil 
e will not have 
n NT tn cl 


which is God's \ar 


noiated, wz.. To be Abſolute over Mes 
Faith or Maziners. . He requires they tot 

not challenge to themſelves ſuch a Sor» 
raignty 2s admits of no Controul ; ſuch an 
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ih own ara, 
oor rhay 
not the ſole cauſe 0 GE Trang, Þ a 


wy May 3 
deed he knaws 0% he cane by 
but. thus thinks, F2e40- 15 
very wiſe 


Tenoragce by 
24 as well. as. by mo 
rations. 

\Whoſoever | will coptels diol wi 
beholdea to, angthes for his Soul, for 


Boats, ag povgnls 

of this E.. —_— 

Hours One 20 ER 
Mind 


the Judgment, be i t 
rected ſhall makgyas caprain; he faigh.in 
that. this Guade [4 411-0 and no 
to be made from-hing 4 which 1s.the vrue 
tion of the Worg Father, & 6 'it this 
Now every Mag doth thus: upen 
Motions he bath Lo eo 
to him, which. wi demi. none all 
helitancy he entertains and progeeds 
ſerve 3 he doubys, not $5 tha Fl 
which his Senſes wy 
ry ta- pals. .J = 
!þpoſes him to make ne Appeal dar 
Ca {cthat bath led hyp ingo theſe Thoughts, 
Uegs q4ioſces there. But tor: Chriſtians,their 
cry Names implies them! 26 have a 4am 
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no Pan-Yalter. 


ww 


one whom they believe and follow. A Chri- 
is 2 yer, and © every Scholar 


bw by, a Joy [ proieſ themſelves to 


this be true of. all Chriſtians, that 
have a Maſter, a Febir, then none of 
are to aſſume this Honour to thean- 


their awn Derines, ( ſuc 
which they bave 
e&, t9.be allen- 


Mens Aſſent to their 


mands, whi beir po | Jrork 
w are * theers, not, thei 
Mer, to by hs make as Ah 
py 


Althey then fall ugder Cenſure, whoare 

COterd-Comers, or Lawmakers in Chriſtiani- 

; who frame Creeds, and make Laws of 

own, ſuch az they bad not from the 
Chriſtian Church. 


| Faber of the 


3* — have- but ane Hafter, but 


one Faber 


Us Indeed 


_— 
— 
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Indeed if we ſuppoſe the Inſtirgcion ratio. 
nal, there can be no 'more” than one, be 
cauſe there can be but One Infaltble, and we 
cannot imagine that the Chriſtians would 
ſet.up "any other, by whom they would be 
univerſally and abſolntely determined. . 

Tho there be many Names that have 
ropoſed the Chriſtian Dotrine to us, and 
Bok whom we cannot appeal; yet all their 
Authority is derived from One, and it is 
his Commiſſion that have dane it. They 
are his Heralds, and he hath. authorized 
rhem. They propoſe his Doftrine, and 
not their own ; his Arricles and Canons: 
Thar they are ſo, we are aſſared, becauſe 
he bears them witneſs by Signs and Won- 
ders, and many mighty Works. And that 
rhey zre his, is further evident from this, 
that they are very. agreeing with, and in 
parſuit of the Revelation which is undoubt- 
cdly his. 

If thus, whence are thoſe diyerſities of 
Names amongſt us? J am of Pail, I f 
Apollo, 4 third of Cephas * One is a Par 
tifician, another a Lutheran, a third a Car 
viniſt, a fourth an Arminia»; Are any of 
theſe our Fathers? If they be not, why 
are we called by their Names ? 

Why ſhould any of rheſt dividing Nome 
be heard amongſt us ? Are not we all the 
Children of one Father, the Diſciples of | 
one Maſter , the Servants of , one Lard? 
Are wenot Brethren ?- why ſhould we then 
fall our ? Are we not Fellow-Scholars &f 
one and the ſame Maſter ? , 
& 
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" Yes, it will be ſaid, we are fo indeed, 
bat we may differ about our AMaſter*s Sence. 
Pls apd Ariſtotle were both Socrarer's Scho- 
but yet agreed not, We all own the 
je-Maſter, but yet cannot in his 
Mind, in many both Articles of Faith, and 


'Rules of Life. 


able Minds, if we indeed defire it. There- 
fore in age caſe, if we can but ſuppoſe our 
ſeives fallible in interpreting; and grant 
our Brethren a liberty of waning; if-we 
can think the Words capable of rhe Sence 
they give, or can bur believe that they think 
Weees chem be vor in GE Goon 
nor in; It ſelf” © to, 
ad inconſiſtent with the Foundations of 
Faith, a good Life, the Deſign of our 
, and only nece to Salvation. 
EE SreIEEE 
a et if ir 
be not ſo in them; if coteichſiznding this 
difference in (perhaps) ſome obſcure and 
t Myſtery, they agree with  u$in all 
Fats in, and their Practice is ſujtable to 
the our Maſter ; in this caſe I- ſee 
"no reaſon to diſown them, as no Chriſtians ; 
and whilſt we own them as Chriſtians, we 
'maſt love them as Brethren. 

Perhaps their Underſtanding is ſhort of 
mine, ( but perhaps alſo mine maybe ſhort 
of theirs ) not therefore bear with 
them ? Yes, as long as they hold the Fown- 


10n, 


by Dh aged, themſelyes 
x. That they us give up 
abſolutely to rhe Crniaetion of one, 
agreeable to the beſt: Reaſon, If there be 
One who is infallible, wbo neither can be 
deceived, nor deceive; it 1s moſt highly 
rational to reign up our felves, to believe 
and obey him. No can allent on better 


determination of ſach an Qne, and ſuch an 
One as he is, into whale ity Chriſti- 
ans haye reſolved their Faith and Obedi- 


ence- 

2, This no way prejudices, but rather 
advantages the true of our Reaſon; 
for it determines us to examine all Revela- 
tions that pretend aa infallible Authority, 
whether they do not contradict thoſe Prin- 
eiples which we know are infallible. This 
Courſe we are put upon, that we may it- 
cure our ſelves from Cheats ; for 1 on 

w 


Wor 4. 6 5 @& 3 w* =7 


9+ theſs, if he be wiſe and good, did not 
reach vs this. 61 


| to be believed, rhar 
cannot come from him who & Wiſe and 


and Weaknek, 
of our Faculcies: 
In this caſe 2 Man moſt either forfake his 
Religion, or his-Reaſon : And 1 know not 
to what purpoſe any ſhould keep his Re- 
ligion, if he Briake his Reaſon ; nor _ 
O 


believe Contradictions. Bat '1 
this ſecond Propoſition with this practical 


laference. 


5 —_—_ 


: 
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- 


bly be « brief Tranſcriprof' ſome of theirs ; 
and fiohe can tell what theirs is, but tethar 
made'it, God. Religicn, like Water, will 
hot riſe "Sriie fm Spring if ix'de- 


OO T Be Mg on © 


rives its © from” this Earth only, _ 
it will not riſe and raiſe ue'op with it to 4 
Uagron Boro. 


=, 


P. I 
4 15 

\n- 
| - 


3 fk fk [Hi 
nt 


Now 
the 


PET 


PEE 

y183 
xt 
S2L 'Ez<0 


in ſo low a Condition, 
Ey can meet wah, viz. 


th 


man 


e yery 


WR the beſt 


IH 


of 
ſhe. Þ 
ground of this firſt Poſition is, that 


are to be determined to alleat or at 


the beſt Arguments they can have. 
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they muſt leave room for then. For H 
Reaſons againſt the Synod'*s Determinatic 
ſhould prove concluding, and 


of _ thoſe Men ; der a 
well as he not only whether they! 
wiſer thao tumſelf, (which will be grance 
bur alſo whether they be honeſt. = 


tiry cannot reach, | lay down this Poſition ? 
That where the Synod ſhall determine that 
to be believed, which is, and appears re 
pugnant to it ſelf, to granted Principles of 
Reaſon, or plain Scriptures ; or where 

ſhalt enjoyn that to be done, which is, 

appears 
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© 1f-any Maitack; Where we are vere 
thoſe Decrerd Parris, thoſe Articles of Fairh, 
26d Rules of Life, which be hath given 


| anſwer, 


bt 


ff 
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was with tione other, 
" Mie. God in lint allumed our 
Nature inte Union witch timſelE God was 


EK 
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with 
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reſt. ſo far as is conlitent with and agrees 
ble to them. Pr 


The Inference that follows from this, - 
That wewould behave our ſelves toward 


natural Reaſon, give a ready — 
the Natura Lav. Theſe were the v 
Creeds and Commands that ever were | 
This was the Fasth once delsvered to the $ ants, + 
when 'there was | yet no -written 
and- theſe Laws were engraven in 
hn, before the two Tables of Stone were: 
en. * 
Since God hath ſet out: a large and Wt 
Edition of theſe Articles and Canons in 
Scripture ; which are an of 
was before itaprinted in Man's Nature. 
firſt Edition was in to be loſt, 1 


Teachings of ,G 
arr p07 dogg Br Word makes ws 
Simple. If any therefore ſpeak, ler bi 

4s the Oracles of God, and let us, a 
voble Bereans, judg by the Seriprures yo 
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Mans Qpiazons 3 
to do this 


wherewith C 
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: 3; xe one rung 
t are. or, 
2. Much lefs affect ſych 3 are falſe, and 


El er 


If we mach. affet theſe Titles, tho de- 
ſerv'd, it s from 2 weak Sudrrſtanding: 
But if we ſtek an Hopour above our 
fert (to omit other Conſiderations ) we 
ſhalt toſe that which we baye : whilit we 


catch 


fo 6g 


& <t ww cow == our 


$4 Never was Alexander more below a Man, 
"* than when he affected ro be a God, A 
'F than the Thunderbolts with which he vvas 
k (FT our firſt Parents Sin, 
God; let it nor. be ours. 
God, bur give him that 


"os: 
Inordinate Delire; 
- EX 
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Tall J 


-COVETING. 


» þ it hy 
| POLY Man. 


Of Jnowinate Deſire, 


I can ſaſpeft no Man of ſo much Cryet- 
ty, 2s not to haye his Heart, relenting with 
Compaſſion : - There is none” ſare < * 
moved from- thefe common 
not to bear a part of them himſelf; or if 
he be exempt, yethath not put off Huma- 
niry ſo much, as not to b2 (EM with 
others. 

Ay, bur that's fraitkefs Pity, "eliich a6 
fords no help. The Tears which flow from 


COPE that brings no relief with it, 
are as the Showers which the Heavens pour 


De Sha 


mom. Evik ? Letwsens 

quire inco the Canfe of, "and rhe Means to 

remove them. .q 
Indeed the Caſe is _ _ 

queſtion whether there be an) 

This Chrowical Iicaſe\\hath 

10m fe thouſc of Fas, and no Oar 

hath been found : : 
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02 Coveting. 


agarn af to | ts. — 
If Deſre coold bra -thigſe Boytb, ant: 
cif apiy thoſe Cords "with" which xt hath 
ried us; ir wilt not'be held by Mais. F. 
| G 


With: 4 


Nor can it be expected it ſhould be other 
wife.; burif the Seward overfidwn/ its 
os epi LAG 


imagin'd; that Moſes Scholars, of the Fob 
lowers of Mahomer, or the Wor ſhippers of 
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=—w Gods, bould be free from, its Do- 


-- Well therefore take it for granted, that 
be not ox from this 
of Deſire, the reſt at the World 
is not: if the Goſpel hath not reCtified 
Mens Afettions, neither the Pentateuch, 
nor the Alcoran, nor the Traditions--of 
the Gentiles, have ar caa do ic. 


| mm I prota a fe 

ever 

mould be calPd Lords of the World. We'll 

next conſider how = Catholick King, os 
ut Cham 1 his Aﬀaics. 

Od rey vi. that this 


who hath dethroned Reafoa, Aur x {5h 
allumed his 


will not loye, they ſhall fear ; and if 
koearmot court then! by Flatteries, he will 
milk-chern as a Tyrant; and. in both ways 
his Government is arbitrary and irregular. 
"Either Laws are never made, or never 
»'for the' moſt part evil, or im- 
—_ ſc to be given of icbehdes 
= -And- tho it were not, yet. ſooner 
_——_—_ ro Air-be hedged in, or the 
inds chained up, than the Subjetts of this 


Prince, 
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z and will: tet} them, 
make ſure of an Inheritance 


likely to be in the World, -becauſs 


Mkvedly this was it that made the Gree 
omans in former days, and the 
Th er: oy nts gen: 
— ap rar Agar as if the 
cage 100 little ro bound their De- 


This took away the Land, and Liber- 
niLives 00 of many thonkind vs 
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Ire, Or cover, as.We 
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any R 
nor was 
ours. ©; 


which weeither haye not, or cannot ts 
a Right to. | | 


This a the word inthe! 
ginal is medi« ſirniflcariona in all W 
and may indi y ſgnifie good or 
and in Scri oro be rake 


inthe worlſer part : and ſoour interpreter 
uſually render it by Concupsſence ar C: 
which words we now generally 

in an 11] ſence. 


Bekide, 


F WASTES S » 


of | wp rebegs 
er Mens Goods ) 
it of it; and yet, 
ire 1s not 
of .a 


a, 
», | 
, 7 #4 
Tory 
- 


»þ, Diſcourſe briefly and in general, what 
+ and what may not- be deſired, what 
clires are approved or forbidden. ' And 
hen- more particularly, 


| How far the defires of another Man's 


-are_ prohibited. . And here it will 
te to Ky jen that is which 
$ £YOpricty , es 3oy thing to be 
Man's exiliar, , 

wading direCtin 
aſiſt vs in the reſtraining all — 
ale and unjuſt Deſires. 


{, Concerning Deſires in general : 1 will 
nt go about to prove, but will ſuppoſe 
all are not evil, but that ſome are law- 
b Nay and good too ;, that ſome may and 
be, are not aoly matters of our Li- 
ty, but Duty. 

4 This1s Eyident to him that conſiders that 
my are natural to. us, ard therefore ne- 
euary ; that Humane nature cannat in this 
T2 Eſtate 


13 may bedeſt both for us and others 


Theſe and" the” Ike" Confiderations may 
ſerve to convince "thoſe ; "that * 1 
whether they may have any deſires at.all. 

This then ſuppoſed, we will, now conſt- 
der of whit ſort they are,' which may 'and 
muſt be-had. 

1. Therefore all Men may, and ought to 
defire what is and appears .to be good for 
them, afid they have not... "A 

' But yet here are rhree Cantions to be at- 

rended to, which indeed are alt implied in 
rhis Rule, bur deferveto be more exprelly 
raken notice of. 

1/t. That the Good we deſire be poll 

2aly. That that 'which 13 good for our 
ſelves,be alfo good; arleaſt nodetriment;, to 
the Publick. And 

;4y. That it be not prejudicial {© how- 
cver not near ſo much as the want of it 
would be to us and the pablick) to any.o- 
ther Man. | 

Our Deſires ſhould not' be extended bes 
yond what is g5od to ys, nor can they be» 
yond that” which ſeems fo: If that ſeem 
good which is not, the fault is 'in our; 
derſtanding,notin our AﬀeCtion ; our Guide 
hath maqTus to wander. | 

Again if there be good which yet ap» 


pears 
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here alſo we are to blame our 
now for pgs aganag, 


_—_— us fo miitorning, Du 


were coming) an hey prored Eve 
our friends are in- 


wd rain, and engage whin a neodle 


And the cauſe thisis our lgnorauceof 


cannot be z, nor can we in need of im- 
nor can we deſire what appears 
to be ſuch. 


But this is not all what 1 underſtand by 
—_ viz, all that is not a con- 
tradition ately 3 but thay "as ack 

not repugnant on ly 
fach an order of thi And thus we 
aerally obſerve, hinſelf doth, not 
all, that abſolutely implies no \ wg 
tobe done; but he doth all that 
ſteht with ſuch Beings and N *lach A 
Conſtitution as be which 
was the beſt that could be. 

And this well conlidereds would be ſaſh 
cient to free us from either lubichor of, ©t- 


texible Fate, or from unworthy and 
Y 4 thoughts 
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Of Jnowimate Oclire, 


thoughts of God : we ſhould not-tax him 
for want6f Goodneſs, becaufe he doth not 
all that*s abſolutely poſhble, ſince be doth 
all that in ſich a conſtitution ( which is the 
beſt that can be thought - on) can be done. 
But to return to my A 

If the God (to whom ing is 
bard, yet) do not will to effect all 
which implies no contradiction to be done; 
much Jefs ſhould Man let his Deſires run pe- 
rallel with Poſſibility : nor can it be congru- 
ous for him, whoſe Power is limited, to 
have an unlimited Will, a Will that's only 
bounded by contradictions, an affe&tion 
commenſurate to the greateſt Power. 

Fhis ſurely was the Sraicks denſe, when 
they would not have vs toextend our deſires 
beyond the Te wp nur, things in our Power. 
And if they intevd this, that where we can 
do nothing by it in order to the Ind 
the thing we wiſh, thexe we ſhould 
to defire; 1 am of the ſame mind. 

But if they intend, that - we ſhould be 
unconcerned in all that is not wholly and 
ſolely endo Vvaguy f think ny _—_ 
little'or naghing to be employed in : 
our very Atts, which we are faid to be Lords 
of, ſeem moſt, if not all, partly todepend 
on other cauſes beſides our ſelves. 

There is thous much of Truth in their Pre- 
cept, that we ſhould bave the greateſt a 
fection to thoſe matters, where; if we ex- 
gage our owh Power, we may reaſonably 
expect the Concurrence of all other Canſes, 
that are neceſſary to effeft it. And it - 
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And belides wy cp of ev | 
private perſons reference to the Cammuni- 
xy, as he is a part of it, if we fyrther Jook 
on him as @ Lover of Good, and can but 


—_ him to prefer the greater before the 
a 


nd to think that that which» is bene- 
hcial ro many,is better than t* ar wiuch is ſo 
to 


co ERRRES thy 1b 
otherwiſe, our preſent Inequality not 
argne however, that he hath forfeited the 
Right he had ; or if he harh, yet not to me. 

then muſt be' remembred, that my 
Deſires be innocent. I maybe as w/c as 
Serpent for "my elf ; bur then 1 be as 
innocent its the Dove to others. 

Nor yet do 1 deny, bur my Deſire: may 
extend to thoſe things which may a little 
inconvenience 'my Neighbour, provided 

Proportion th 


the Loſs T ſhould ſuſtain by the want "of 
what 1 defire. "tt ſeems not unreaſonable 
that he ould be debarr'd of the Pleaſure 
of his Profſpett, rather than'T want'a Houſe 
to dwell in. 

Thus 
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Fondation of this, and that we may in ge- 
nerd conclude is the Lew ; by this under- 


This then ſuppoſed, -well- confider- the 


ſtanding 
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Of Jnowinxte Deſire, oo 


ſtandin borh = . "2 of Ngture, and of 
Natloos. and the-Munitipel. * 


The Municipal Laws are __ reriogs, 
according as the Cofidirion and Temper 
the People, and Cuſtom of the Place, and 
ſuch other Circumſtances inclined the Wi 
dom” of the 'Governours' to make them, 
And that they have _ variouſly determi- 
ned of Proprieties, and the ways of 
ring juſt Title, is known to them, who have 
but leoked into the Laws of ſeveral 
as of the Jews, Athenians, Spartans, Re 
mans,- &c. 

Thoſe ways which obtain amongſt us, 
and have been generally received (if we 
abſtract from the Particular Modes and De- 
terminations of them ) are theſe ; Inbers. 
tance, Gift, Contratt, and Ceſſion : The ret 


are Sw fly known. bias of the 
I r'to ſpeak any t Parti» 
cularities which are obſerved amongſt us 


in Livre or buying, or the reſt, becauſe it 
would lets to do it at this time, 
Gnly this 1 add, That there being ſeveral 
wiſe unintereſted Men made Judges in theſe 
Gaſes when they come in debate, and 
have the Law reported to them on 
ſides by the Advocates ; and in caſe of De- 
fet—in 'the Law, or Failure in } 
there are Courts of Equity for the 
of ſuch ShortneG, or  Redrefs of 
Wrong: : Things being thus, nothing cat 
be imagined better, nor a more commodb 
ous'Sertlement invented. 


This 
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ivifon, and that amongſt others, _ 

to have been univerſally conſented to, 

the firſt Polleſſor ſhould be accounted the 

rightful Owner. | Cenſers deber inter omnes 


than Law and long Cuſtom, but ſome are, 
and ſome that are not, am 
an 
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Of Juozinate Deſire, 
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both theſe will be into the 
oe ſuch y<3 the & of ſuch 
Cauſe 
VN alſo make”tt necfary foe 
to ſearch into the very pe rg 
of theſ Municipal Laws, and. thoſe 
Gentinm, which both have glyen 
to Propricty ; becauſe there I8'a 
ration of ers, who pretend 'that all 


this. is without Reaſon, and that they have 
the Law of Nature on their fide for 2 Com- 


we ſhall briefly conſider : But as for 
that which they alledg from Scripture, 1 do 
not think it worth mentioning, it.is ſo p 
ble « miſtake to. think, that one 
Example of the Primitive Chriſtians can be 


the Arguments 
from the great Love that Chi to 
voleſs the 

firſt prove it bef, that there ſhonld be. go 
Ang.as._ the Law of Chrilt doth nat fa- 
Your that Opinion, ſo nor the Law, of Ng- 


ture; which will , if we can diſcover 
that the ficſt 6, ATT Lat 
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und. by Wy Ing ies 7 2 be | 
other evidence can be 4 

ſefion-? No People OE eCae 
this day make a better Clawn than 


d if we ſuppoſe Men idle and inordi- 
their .Delires, there is a farther f6- 


Py and Diviſten : for elſe 
i Boe wa orb Mens Libdan, 
%y 43 much as 
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; 99 this w to .impoveriſh 
reg World, fuice lacreaſe devents 5 Ment 


And indeed, this is one of the excellent 
ty, that it is an Engage- 
y,. and a Sput to the Laz ; 
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Ks true, it cannot be avoided but there 
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Owners ing that, the thi x 
| ir Power ; and it by» 
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our Low gieeette Fitare of thoſe thit 
jodged Fo Fools, to the King, And in the 
ther Caſe of extreme N , and where 
the Owner will not reeede his 
( WEAK as foe in the Civil Law 
be NEON take what wil 
be ſufficient for him in that Exigence. * 
then, a5 Groezme well conſiders, there 
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"Bur if the Poſſeſſbr would be 
_ to A gs this' | ores 
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ne ly; To conſider whether, and 


Defiwes are la ſeems cvi- 

they are the F tion of all 

rce, which is Men in 

= Bargains of paying and felling. if 
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there 


think he hath prohibited all buying 
an be:io yain as to . 
PE 4 


| it. 
it's impoltible for me not to deſire, ſo loag 
as At 2 ood to me, and 
ferr'd. + + bo 
As ſoon may the Light not ſhine, or the 
Fire not-burn,. as the jon of z 
Gocd that [ have not, and may have, nt 
excite Delire.  Theie two always ran ph 
rallel, arc Twins, and Twins that grows 
gether, or rather the very ſame. Sucka 
Apprehenſign.is Dedre in its Infancy, De 
fire begirning ; apd Defre is that Appt 


henſon in its Manhood, its 
'Thus far then Deſire is not. only 

but neceſſary. - And for a forther- and 

Anſwer to this Queſtion, we may, 1 


ſafely alert, That we may defire all tharwe 
want, and- another hath, to which vve 
Acquire a title according to Law and Equ 


ty. m 
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my for Man ever to be happy: 
hs and indifpenſably neteſſt 


ry | 
ren tge ous mx way Bu; 
foftions, is al} one; as to 

ref the Feutare of 


that Hewmay reftify 

of is Body, "And be that w0ald Ty 660 

ders himſelf to remove 4 Difeſe. © 
Beſides, no Man can be perfedly igno- 


rant of his Wants ; and where we can 

oivlagyt "tis beſt to be throophy 
Twilight, which are Seaſors ' of Miſtake 
and Paſſion." ren ' 


uſually imapite our Friend t& be ovr Bus 
my; than otherwiſe; or if GULW 
Enemy-for a-Friend, this Miſtake harh'it- 
deed Icls of Feary bur mbre of "Datiger with 

it 
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Ein yr oo wem———— 
He _— come to an end of. his Wants, 
that can Getermane Cr what's enough, 
his Delires will:not be endleſs.” 16h wh ; 
Thus. far  Men-do generally: agree, that 
thats only to be! deured. Which-isafofs, 
But thats: Wiſdom-to be truly informed 
what that is. .. He »+that knows his, and-all 
that's uſeful .to him, hath refolved what's 
ſufficient, what's enough for him »- ard he 
. that's deterinin'd {in this caſe, cannot bein 
nite 4n his Dehires. | 
'T his 4s the Sam-- | /Let not our Delires ex 
zread our ' Wants, nor Jet us: ima we 
-wrant- that \which: will nat be uſeful, nor 
greatly wabe | that which is not necellary th 


us And: very: tew' are the that are 
of: necetiary uſe in order: to-Qur 
He that lives. within Natures is (a 


eixfied with alittle 4 having Feed and Rav 
ment, can be content. | 
If his Houſe will defend him againſt the 
-Inquries of the: Air, tho.it be not built 
after the neweſt Faſhion, nor of the. fineſt 
Materials, be is pleaſed ; and. is not gri 
tho it have no Marble Pillars, .or F 
curious Chimney-pieces, or Wainſcot of the 
fineſt Grain, on which the /cral:an Artitharth 
ſhewn his Skill in Colours and Shadow, 
This Man can make a hearty Dinner, thokis 
his Meat be not ſerved in Plate, tho: he do 
not drink in Gold, nor have his 
of Plate and Glaſſes before him, nor bis 
Table ſpread with Pheaſant or Partridg,-0r 
il. He is not much aggrieved that he 
doth not ruſle in Silks, nor that his Suits 
not 
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of Contentation. 


2..Re diligent to ſeek, yl wy of your 
real Wants in all lawful, likely, harmles 
) & — — — 


of the 
Truth, He that will-yot work, bet him net eat. 


they would not give their v 
dren Meat, till -they had 


bodily Exerciſe. And I look upon them to 
have our-done us in Potiticks, who will have 
all their Indabitancs to be of ſome Trade : 
They have craſh'd rhe Viper in the 

and have prevented - all unjuſt Attions 
preventing the wnjuſt Deſires. We may 
wreſt the Poet's Words to this Senice : 
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World e Wiſe. G it bo Pb- 
M9! woe ma 
$i another, ; gy Yo: k rr 
bao, gs my. Brother 
.fetut Dire&i6n _ wich © du 
. Fa h Is this, "the 
we "Wiſely and” hattnferaly it ; 


any 


Of Jnowdinate Deſire, 


any Man is in ſeeking after ſupply of 
his Wants, the Jeſs be. will want 5, and 
the"leſs he wants, the leſs he , de- 
fire, if he at by Reaſon. And 
as; Wane continues, Deſwe mult ;-,- and, 
it be earneſt, _it_may binder. 
in the good "uſe of our Reaſon,... and 
engage us in that which is diſhoneſt, nig- 
king 8s ranges thoſe Bounds and Lagd- 
Marks which Propriety hath ſer. 
On the other hand ;.It would be ſtr 
.if the Man ſhould be envious "or 
ravening : When the Sun ſhines - 
hiSTabernacle,. who. can deſire bis Neth 
bour's Candle ? ; v9 © nr} 115A 
That which may confirm all ' this, is, 
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ſclves no good... * How much * 

do in; the World, 1 have ſufficiently. de 
clared, when | have fſaid,that "all the Dy/- 
that one Man doth another, 
this; Root. Whatever Miſchief of rhis 
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Caſe, 


they a4 as if it was,-and feize- upon 


their Caſe, 
Mens Proper- 
are .near - it, 
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ito be call'd by that Name, if we do not live 
a'Life of Love; and if we do, we ſhall not | 
cover "what's. another's. - For Lowe, as the 
Apoſtle ſaith, faifils the- Law : it will not < 
preſerve us from doing, but alſo from , 
ring any other Man's Injury. | 

If then we would do' well to the Publick 
by preſerving Peace and Order : if we have 
any regard to other Men- that are like to, 


= ' oa % —— ho oe _ 
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God of his infinize Mercy afford us theiwe- 
ceſlary Aids of his Grace, which we begfor © 
the ſake of his Son, to'whom, &e.-: 1: 
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Doing. our own 


BUSINESS: 
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1 THESS Ac 1. 


That' ye ſtudy to. be quiet, and to 
at 0 yo eBags 


Tz 


HE Apottl in theſe Words ex- 
borrs Chriſtians, that they would 
faulty, or ſtrive earneſtly, as Men 
do: who are in/ purſuit after Ho- 
*Wonuadgwa)rhat they would lay out 


—- ng er grigrar apy 


L To be quiet.” 'To give' no occaſion of 
to others,” > be no way acceſ- 
3 
( as much as" in them ) all 
ions, that might ariſe in the Soci- 

A 2 ety - 


Friendſhip, and 


Ted _ =” puſs their 

2 0 mer own 5, 

{Work : Ns how ek 
Sn Sen 

appear in 

1 hope to make it þ 3s dye 

thing 'more confiderabte, No Of fir 
moment than at firſt it may ſeem, Lovrm 
gates. aaa... 


And. this te Duty being in order, and 


a hel our Diſcharge of the fc 


L Intothe Occaſion of this 
it was given by St. Paul. 


make it | 
profit an 15 
0 2s we are hen 


diſovth 


nay, worle than norhin 
tos for 


be' rhreſting rhemfelves into other 
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theint rhie fame t inthe 
db" hiv on Buſineſr: In which 


nf confitm'd by what fol- 
of the" 11th and t 2th Verſe; 
Wirking: wie your = Flands; that 'ye wy 
(91 a 2 w 


Reed” Erie: and * 
thier” or =" Is occaffon, he h 
0 

farther 


that he ſhould prevent ſi 
ges, with the ill Conſequents 
could engage them to mind 
own Buſineſs. This. would raiſe 
the Bed of Sloth, this would keep 
from being Eves-droppers, and 
in other Mens matters, and. thereby 
many Occaſions of great Troubles 
themſelves and their Net 
would probably ſecure them from 
a Dependances, and their Religion from 
ntemprt. 
Thaw ſee the eraſes þ this 
om the Hiſtory own in 
cond E iſtle, where it is repeated, 
from Reaſons annexed to it 
From which we may conclude ( in © 
ro our next Enquiry) that this doing their 
own Buſineſs was ſomething, that was 
bf hos BON cones int of the A 
A t by natural Light 
ver'd to be {o: x_—_ _—_—— 
be a means to fecure them from a 
dance on other Men for Neceſlaries, w 
is one of the worſt States of Humane Life. 
Eraſmus thinks the Apoſtle had in his Eye 
both the /dle, and the Buſy-bodies, Deterres 
lays he,ab otio, & ab aliens Appetendis, Gro- 
ri is of the ſame Mind, _—— 


hy, 
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our own Bulineſs. 


they who offend againſt this Rule, are by 
$. called aMdeg ,ormirronm, and by 
St. Pawd 2g pepyet6 praver, and by the Greeks 


4 only od eund Of which num- 


reckons paraſitical Smell-fcaſts, 
bling Bflrs, 21 ſuch like Flies, with 
which Greece then ſwarm'd. - 

0, Having ſeen the Occaſion, let us now 
to the Senſe and Import of the 
And here the main Enquiry is, 
What is meant by (the Te i3i« ) your own 
matrers, thoſe which are peculiarly 


"1 0 O00 ſed to Te 


ire za, and to be diſtinguiſhed from the 


Mens, and in diſtinftion fromwhat is com- 
mon both to us and them. Do your own, 
not others Mens Buſmmeſs. Do not only 
what belongs to all Men, but that alſo which 
my appar to you, For our 


Fer under g this, we may conſi- 
Man under a fourfold ref pect. 
- 1, Of his Natureas hediffers from Beaſts, 


and as he differs from other Men, 5. e. we 
may look on him as endowed with Under- 
banding and Liberty in general, which is 
common to all Men ; or,as with greater Un- 
deftanding, with all thoſe Inclinations and 
Arerfations ( which may be ſuppoſed to be 
born with Men ) that are jar to this 
arthat Man. 


2 We may conſider a Man under the 
rations Changes that are made in_ his Na- 
Aa 3 ture, 


—- 


Body, or of his Soul. 
3- We may conſider bim in- that Coadi- 
tion, in which he is in reſpett of 
things, ſuch as Poverty or Riches, 
or Conknement, Honour or Du 
4- Canſider him in thoſe i 


&c. 


in 
which he is to other Men ; whercher he came 


into them by Necellity, arikag cither from 
Nature or Laws, or voluntarily and -out of 
Choice : As Husband or Wit, Parent or 
Child, Maſter or Servanet, Magiſtrate or 
one of the Peo Teacher or Learner, of 
the Clergy or the Laity, Ge. 

This, with ſome Addition, is 7 wly's Bae 
druplex. Perſona, which every Man bears 
Now as to the BulineG before us : Whatever 
Work is ſutable and proper to Man under 
any of theſe Conſiderations, that may be 
ſaid to be bus Wark, he was, 'as it wan 
made and fitted for is, it ts.-proper 10 him; 
he is obliged by the Divine Law to do-it.-: 

And becauſe Man cannot be ſuppaſed 
dave b-en d for ſuch a, Work 8h 
unſuicable to- his Nature; 4s falſe Re+ 
ſoning, not following thus 
not loving that which is good, &6" and bes 
cauſe all Wickedneſs and V ice is thas-unpe 
tural; therefore nothing can be proper for 
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,.0n and Geraint: of che World, the 
Redemprion' of * » the recom- 
| Men according to their Ways, the 


there is nothing elſe to be conlidered be- 
fides the moſt abſolately perfect Narbre of 
God, wager which any Work, may be 
Tlled bs; that the ſole Cauſe of 


yy -But*ris with who both 


" 


which reſpelt, that may, be; faid. tobe. 
Mar Work, , which he is appainter _ 
ſe of him, e 


one w 
God, and by who have 
him : "That is. aid to be. a Servants 
which his Maſter ſets him to do. 
That alſo which a Man undertakes to do, 
he being at his own diſpoſe, may be called 
bis Wark : As alſo that which is moſtly and 
immediately converſant about  bimſelf, or 
about that, in which . he is molt nearly con- 
cern'd, as his Family, &c. which will be tis 
in the Moe and Effect, as well as it wasin 
the Beginning _ PetOn þ that which 
will redound to his proper Advantage and 
Benefit, as well as = OT home from his , 
Power, which will be for him, as it was 
from bim ; tis his own, i.e. for his loteref. 
On theſe accounts any Work or _ 
may be called a Man's own, And if they 
conhdered in general, .as they are common 
to, and the ſame mm all Men ;, they are the 
Foundation of that, which is all Mens Wark 
cr Buſmeſs : but if they he conſidered par- 
ticularly with the Differences, with whi 
they are found in ſeveral Men, ſo they 
con{litute every Mans particular Buſmeſs. 
To make this pas by Inſtances. The 
common Work, or Buſineſs of all Men, is'to 
worſhip God, and to ſerve him-in 
ting the Perfeftion and. Happineſs of them- 
ſelves and all Men ;. and nu 
lies in co-operating towards, a 
forward the good Seate of the Ye Well 
To this every Mantis bound in proportion 
to 
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the good Laws and Cuſtoms of Men 
to ſerve the whole Society, of which he is 
«Member, and God the ſupream Head and 


Whatever Particular | Employment 
(wherein a Man can in ſome prog 
et 


LT4H, 
eter] 


to do, 
0d be 


cithered. chi or a future Life : Whatever 
our Employment be, if innocent andulliy 
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but 1 meddle not with that now. * 

2. Another Miſtake may be, That we by 
ſo intent on our own Matters, as'not to m6 
gard other Men's. This was St. Pan's Com- 
plaint, that _ their own things. Phi, 


manity and Kind Compaſlion- 

vility, _— ſelf calk ns out of 
our Houſes, and takes us from our Employ- 
ments to help our Brethren in managing 
their Affairs ; -we are not in this caſe to ex- 
cyſe our ſelves under pretence that we are 
doing our own Buſineſs. 

If there be danger of a Vacuum in the 
natural World, the next Bodies will {2 
ſome Philoſophers + axe their N& | 
tures, remove our of their Places to 4 
it : the ſame muſt be done by os in” the Mo-" 
ral World. But indeed, it is not ; 
Nature that we ſhould do thus : For, by 
Nature we are made to promote the Com - 
mon Good,not our own only but other Men's | 
and in the Explication I have ſhewn, that | 
that is every Man's own Buſineſs, which be- 
longs to that Place or Station,in which heisin 

relation 


Liton to other Men. His proper 7 
the very Notiad ofie.s Ereet, 
1 3: After what has been ſaid, none ſure 


-” 
j 
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the Towns, and Kingdoms, 
of which they are Members 
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bur 
are : 
but 
our 
6: 


Indeed pron ade yromen.” us all, if oar 
condition wereſuch as that-we ſtood in nee 
of any:thing for the ſupport and. Gomfort! 
of our Lives, rather to workwich cur” Afipndey 
ſfoop to the loweſt and moſt laborious 
Drudgeries (ſuppoſing us able to —_— 
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our own, Buſineſs. 367 
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to be dechanicks, 1 cangot fee; or 
the Apoſtle intended only werkwyg: wth 
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Certainly the Wiſdom ofthofe 
ho« bave {d great a pait-of the 
in ma 


fulf was in-hiis -years in 
"the Trade of bi Father) They 
© look not on this as inconſiſtent wih-their 


g requares- 
nor | need, for every ane is: the 
likely co-koow, what he-ought todo 
Place. I ſhalbcherewre content my 
with what L have ſaid in the. general 
100: 


Having , 


him to the doing it, mubates 
has commanded him to do, or Men 
have Right ſo todo) have impoſed 
him, or himſelf has Voluntarily 
that is his Wotk, his own Buſineſs: 
| now to thoſe Arguments whiclt 


IH. The conſiderations which may yo 
fwade us that this is very and necella- 
ry, and according tothe Will of God, are 
fuch asrheſc. 


1. The Account it was in with the wiſeſt 


of the Heathens. 

2. The Teſtimony which the Holy Scrip- 
tures give to it. 

3. The ſuirablenefs of itto the Nature of 
Man, and to his State and Condition. 1 

4 The numberleſs Benefits 'which flow- 


from ir, both CC —— 


upon fin 
rg tir +ores Fre purer aſe from! 
the neglect of -it. A 

1. St. Paul gives this as one reaſon, why 
they ſhould do their own Buſineſs, that they". 
might walk, boneftly, [gn] feemly, * 
towards them that are without: 'w 

plainly 


— 


—— 
hn (a 
it ow” 


Ll 
__ tt - _ 


Y FEtsS FUGQ©<LGEGIM cio ow 7 wit Oo” hx eG wy mw racs 


other was, Mi d\vo THxyas.. aeTEL, 
tx 0a told be of ro Prolliowsg 
mexciſe two.T rades.. We may 
Reaſon of this wy wats x4 
txt both, the nee 
tt anorher xray PEEL 
Men to be-idle, fo beer to = 


lx Crone Men at work, they 
OT Year to appear before 

of the Areopagites, to- give 
wy they maintained rhem- 


tis a known Story of Afenedemw and 
i, who had no viſible Eſtatg, and 
'd well, and-liv'd handſomly, tho 


"et 
ley followed-the Study of Philoſophy all 
Gy, Sv it ſcerhs was not the way to 


Ka Livelihood then neither ) which made 


B b them 


To this let me add ; That] have) 
obſtrved'any youriſhing | 
pie 

I | not tyKen care, 

b be" _ 44 -iv fome honeſt uf 
Calling; and be induſtrious in it, 

Vhen Reme it ſelf was degenerate, 
one' of” the Er when he faw an 
cious Courtier ſprinkling Water before hun” 
tolay the Duſt as he walked ; and ſeeing” 
expected Thanks for it, told him, 
was fo far from rewarding, that he uſed 
poxiſh Works that deſerved much 
rhanhjs.  - But1 paſs on” to fome more 
gent Arguments. ot 


2.' See what the Scripture fairch in 
matters and "ir is full and play. 
this, and the parallel Place in<2.Theff. 
have St. Pax Co hy Romans, 
12, 13: that in, Bufneſs they "ſnowed nar” 

fifa, 
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our toi! Butiheſs. - 
Ts Or ie] Geng 
a acuve and 
o To be ane wad ati. in 
he thought very & with 
of” Spurit,. and to be's part of the 
wedsto Gott. And as he exhorted 
to laduſtry in rheir Callicgs, 
want nothing themſelves ; 
mnarye . rtf that, they ſhould 
' their own hands, that they might 
the Waars of athers. 
tar SE. Perer, In 1 Pet. 5. 15, Let 
ial a dirty, or Thief, or 
tharis, a Tranſgreff6r by Per- 
"pf Varga or ai a Bu 2 
LR Did 
ere they puniſhed as Ma- . 
| 7 Wax this counted a Crime ? 1f 
Te | Ben 


n 7 bens, pKa bf Fog 
"not coorain hint within 
proper Dioceſs, bur will be pBgnkes 
= | amenical Paſtor. One that takes upon him 
n Into other Mens Buſinefs, ſee 
y the apoſNe parshim ;, and 
" oppoſts ro theſe, 
"as a Chriſtian ; ht look'd on rheſe 
Ler the pretended Suc- 
of St. Prefer welt conſider, how far 
Lulfey of what 'St.. Peter here cor- 


{8 with St. Zade, who gives us an 
| onnt of the'$iv of the Hogets, which as 


a, its | can vriderſtand by = Exprellions, 
was 


.Df Doing 
was a Violation of this Precept-I am now 
diſcourſing of, v. 6. "Ayes Te 
Tuphenrras' Thy WtuTay apy, 
Too Td iNoy 'ourriigins,.. 


it 
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" 


it is ſaid, that Moſes was faithful in af @ 
Houſe. | 


If this were the Sin of the ; 
ſeems not improbable ; it ſhould be a 
ning to us how we deſert our 
neglett our own Buſineſs, avd io et 
come idle and uſcle, or troubleſom, 
thers, and perhaps rebellious againſt 
vernours, as they may be 
been : For, if we commir the 4 
expect to fall into the Condemnation 
Devil. So muchfor Scripture, 


Inder- wrought, 
He-does- that moſt williogly, which 
Fas been accuſtomed to do, and which 
do with moſt caſe, and molt per- 
ly. And this we. my ſappoſe of his 
mn Buſineſs : . For probably a Man falls 


*» | Jon that Profeſſion, to which he has cither 


| ra trained up by his Parents, or to which 
Bb 3 his 


of other by chis rea9 neg 
can bet do, and faniters' in the! 


for whictrhe ts not qualified. a 
a. He mirſt be moſt concerned'to (avi, 
aid belt affetted to-it : For, be has a gret 
Love to, and Care of himſelf, and ana 
ral Affection toihis  Kindret, and 
arc ncar hams He is more ſenſibly; 
them than others, and by them 
are near him, than when/ati a 
Now thiis is a conliderable 
Bulincſs, ro-provide for humtt —_— 
to order marters ſo, that it may bewell 
his Wife, Children, and Relations Able 
has ſo little Love for bimſelf, as not ro 
tus own Work,,, 'who does he think wh 
it f 
5. There is ſuch 2 fitneſs in it, that 
would be a great lnjuſtice for any Manny 
todo bu ows Work. "God has 
his Care 4 proper Depoſorum, a" 
ITult is laid on-him by the 
of the World; which is, That do 
Good which the Place in 'which he tands 
and the Relaticn he bears to others, al 
for. - If he bz a Parent, hes a 
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« End Bur how 


unbc- 


The Saddle would not os Fg: 
nor the Yoke" upon the | 
unſterhly,] To to no purpy 

one Man to tndertake REN Wo 


Thelifkt Affgument by w 
gage all Met” a proper inc 


nunberi RY 
numbertsf 
us and'others, -if-we NR? 


Let In I be heard, ler your own Ex: 


periencea Obſervation confalted, let 
_ Records®bf Ancient Th 


into, ay cafe wii bir hc wth 
Teuth..” Git 


wo” 
beſt Preſerver an@Reſt eſtorer .; that 
the Bed of '1dknfs Borines oe | V8 
ſick Bed 4 that''a ns Nr 1. 
Mens Mattets; very frequently loſes 


for 4 puniſhment of his nin Cariotiy. 
And is not this the plain and fore 


to Riches ? Have you obſerv fe hg 
thoſe that mind their Buſinel 
Want ? I deny not but Accidents ws 


fall them, by "the over-rulinig Providence. 
The Battel is not alway to the Strong, wy 


One E Mii bos deer! \ ata rare ay | 


I me dan 4. ooo Otuh@ad cs if I ood 
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break amon 
Sedylous, the 


tj 

ane Back of of their Ade 

May) ALtan, tO. s cher, 1 
ns perittng Jann Eras they do, 1-t 
eh MA pert will, they wi ed whilſt 
mes and when they: He pr remembred 
eſteem. 

But.is: it thus with the idle Man? Nox 
® he is dead whilſt he lives, and 2s his Soul, 


Þ his Name is periſhed before his Body. 
No 


tages.. Let us'f6'1 
fit accrues to — | 


| \, LOH ertne. 1 6 2ugt 
7; 1 nced not fay what'an ne Fat 
Vertue z from bow many Temptativiis Bil» 
&ſ ferures us, 'to which we arce 
Ilene and Medfing; ; 


2- By this our ſtandings att pre 
ſerved. The jdle Man Joſes Ty. mates 


Exerciſe; he his only ſoaie fiotftoriivg Obit 
ceits, and they are for the moſt hartTaper- 
ficial, bur he can have' no orderly 
Thoughts. * And the buſy 1 er itito'v- 
ther Mens Balinefs, the Tour ym; Uh 
Thoughts are { diſlttactrd, thathe Tofeshis 
Soul in'a Crowd, in too much Buſmels, © 
the other did iatoo, little : He has n6'v# 
cancy, no leiſure for Refieftion, bats al- 
way going out of himſelf. 


3' This 
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our own Buſineſs. 
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+» 3- Phis is an Oceatien-thr the Rogerth 
> Vertues. Every [ particular 
Boſineſs is che the Theatre in which 
N is and ſeen, the Sphere in 
_ which he moves and ſhines. He has here an 


raled their own Houſes well ; and after 
they had diſcharged the Office of a Deacon, 
{6a to beapproved, were then made Preſ- 
byrers.' And never did the Roman Govern- 
ment proſper more, than when they ferch*d 
heir Dick tor from the Plow. 
£"This will help to perfect Vertue : For, 
ir mto-AR;, and it is never per- 
jen. "Whilſt it ſtays in Thoughts 
did Defires, in Deſigns and Reſolutions, it 
San F z ir i nortcompleart [till it come 
NS bey-tv prefers fro 
rhe 4 w to ca Man from 
+ wild and unpradcticable Con- 
its uw Religion, from running out -into 
ary and uſeleſs Speculations, to fond Con- 
(bits, 2nd -groundleſs Imaginations, - which 
areuſyally the Produtts of idle | 
MN are never confuted rill they” be 
brovght to PraCtice, which is a Touchſtone 
to try them. For, whatever Mens Thoughts 
are i their Retirement, if they be"nor 
practical, or do not aſliſt us in our 
Practt 


——— 


Of Doing 


PraCtices, they are not true, nor good.” 
Secondly ; As doing our 0wn- Buſineſs 
miniſters to our Vertue, ſo cn; __ our 
Quiet. [I appeal to Experience, it it 
aud to Reaton, if it muſt not beſos me. 
he who faithfully diſchargeth the Dutics-of 
his Employment, will be at -within 
himfelt ; when the idle Perſon 13 cormented 
with the Conſcience of his Neglect, and the 
Over-buſy is diſtratted with the Multiplick - 
ty of his Buſineſs, and the Medley is diſqui- 
eted with the needleſs Hazards he runs, and 
with the ſenſe of vain and hopele At» 
tempts. | | 
It is with many of theſe that. are ſo buſy 
abroad, as it is with ſome Travellers, who 
when they are in other Countries, are uttr 
quiet becauſe they are not in their own; 
and when they are there, they arg 
becauſe they-are not jn I ravel :...Sd- 
Men are reſtle6 becauſe rhey do not. their 
onn Buſineſs ;, and when they are abourthat 
they are {o uſed to variety and. ramblings 
" that they have no quiet. {1 
There are three things which greatly dif- 
quiet Men : | 
1. When they have no one ſetled, fixed 
End, which they proſecute. 4 
2. When they propound to themſelyesan 
End which they cannot attain. | 
3. When they are in-ſocloſe a purſuit;of 
their Deſigy, that they have no Reſt,.or 
Time to conſider what they are doing, Or 
whereabout they are. 


Nor 
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our own Buſineſs. 


331 


toa Man's ſelf alone, but to others alſo; his 
Family, his N are the better 
for it : If he be k place, the Church, 


the X; Gin which be is, are ſerved by 


_— __" \ ms pd i — ” TT. = 4 £& 
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Towns, Churches, nay, and whole King- 
doms ?. when the Tradeſmen will not ſtay 
5 but muſt leap iato the Pul- 
pit, & 

| | need not be particular, but I will re- 
| ent this by ſuch Similirudes as theſe : 

the River keeps its Courſe in the 
Channel, it is pleaſant, it doth no harm, 
the Stream will carry Vellels from one 


| ved; Eb lvors the Banks, ſpread 


The Poers bave repreſeated the Folly and 
Miſchief of buſying one's ſelf in other Mens 
in Phaeton, who would needs mount 
Father's Chariot, undertake a thing in 
which he had no Skill ; but what came of 
it ? Himſelf was thrown out of Hedven, and 
the World had almoſt been ſet on fire. 


To 


" Nor is this well-guided Laduſtry beneficial | 


ff is every Man to-do his own ? If any one 
fail, it may coſt his own Life, and all thi 

that are with him 
this, that they 


endangers the Loſs of the whole Army. 

[ add but one more : How ninch the 
Commrniry depends on every Man's doing 
his Office ; his own proper Work 
by the natural Body, in which if any one 
part fail in its Function, the W hole ſuffers; 
and if the Body be kept in a good ſtare” of 
Health, every Member in it muſt do that 
for which by Natrre it was fitted: 


ce en ii Puniealer; for ate OG 
more on this I : for 5 no Man 
of any Obfervarion, but fees how muctithe 
Quiet of Families, of Neighboors, nay, 
andof Kingdoms, depends on this regular, 
orderly + For, whoart the Talt- 
bearers, the Perſons that cauſe Anger mnF- 
milies, thatdo the Devil's Work in foi 
Difeord amongſt Friends and Brerfiren 
Who are the Picklocks of, and Pryers in 
other Mens Secrets, the Obſervers of others, 
the Story-tellers, the Makebartes. 7” _ Are 
they not the Idle ? 

Who 


our own Buſt 


call theix Governaurs. is 
Who gra 


Inns 
Oe way Rar Fo oanByy's 


Beam og of thine own. Eye : Thos that 
| "another, judy thy. ſelf. Firſt do thine 
wn B then 1 dare ſay, thou wilt 

beſd much at. leiſure, or have ao great 
Ito meddle with other Men. 


: l haye repreſented. ſome of the 


« 


ot nets om Mins Percy 


the negle& of it. They are cither idle, 
and do nothing; or needleſly, and fooliſh- 
ly, and miſchicvouſly buſy, and fo do worſe 
than nothing, ,. And both, ways bring inqu- 
merable Miſeki on es, and are 
the Authors of” the, greateſt Diſturbances 
and Calamities in Humaa Society. 

In ſhort then, that T may conclude this 
Difourſe - Such who ſpend their Tune in 
doing nothing, let me ask them, Why will 
they Sand at tbe dey idle ? I am ſure they 
Fw anſyer me, as they in the Parable, 
vane bas ſet «to work: For, the great 
Lord and Maſter of us. all, has ſent us into 
tis his Vineyard, that we ſhould labour in 


I p | 


Naw? Who fit in Judgment on 


Of Doing 


it 3 he has given us a Charge to 
the Perfection and Happineſs of our 
and of our Brethren ; and has di 

to the dre Ways in which we 
do it, by the natural and acquired 

blanat—g os and by our outward; 
dition, and the Relations. we o,, pn 
others, and the | 


hath ſhown ws particularly is "the | 


which he would 

God and our own Nature, the N 
of our private Relations, and perhaps alſo 
the Service of the Publick, call aloud to w, 
that we would up and be doing ; that V 
would pull our hands out of our Boſom, and 
be at work. 

Conſider alſo, when the Time. ſhall come 
when we moſt receive according to our 
Works, . how we ſhall be abaſh'd Ne coti= 
founded, if we have ſpent our Life in'Sloth 
and Idleneſs, if we have, like that idle Ser- 
vant, laid up our T alent in a Napkin. | 


I would hope that this Diſcourſe is ks 


needful in this Renowned City, Where” 


you have learn*d by long. experience, 
whatever. ſome miſtaken. Gentlemen 
think or ſay to the contrary, your 
neſs is not only your Profit, but” your 
Honour. 


[ will therefore ſay ſomething to the. 
other ſort, at whom the Apoſtle ain” 
in this Exhortation, thoſe that are "idly; © 


and very evilly buſy, that ſpend much of 
their Time in obſerving other Men, ate 
yerſ 


a © iz ama. ae . 
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—_— ( as 
{rv gaiyen ) I. Prevlrs 
noe , 
ERETS The 
againſt their Neighbours , _ 


me a lictle plead with you. And 
I will .ask you, Have you ſo much 
gver from your -own Buſineſs, as 
:yp92,Jyou the Care of others Con- 
ws nil{ach e+do not. in the leaſt apper- 
to. 

you done your own Buſine(s ? 
you done it fo well ?. Have . you 
ed your Office, your Trult ? 


zz 


lag 
. 1, Have 
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Be! ang, dreſſing other | Mens Vine- 
= 


you neglect your own; nor 
Brother's Keeepery- as not to be 
; of your (elf. 
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and Ways, of , your; -Bre- 
is your Commiſion? And 
you maggie...» with that which 
you not * y will you; run 
neither Charity nor Wiſdom 
Cc ſends 
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Gone you?” Why {6 
liſh, / ſo" vaing-{b = 
this ? Why > badew "ag 
nocent and uſefut Lives of -Men, and 
live the Life of ® Flies 3 wrondroes ba 
potting from” one place to 
ing a great-Buzz ſpotling*-many' 
mending, nothing, cauſing ' a 
blowing updn-every thing, ns > 
thing to any good purpoſe ? WI 
If any think themfelves too much 

fined, and that a larger Sphere 
ter become their great Nnds vg Þ« 
them to conſider the Apologue : If the 
Candle ſhould think it ſelf confined: it-the 
Lantborn, - therefore take it-- = 
and ſet-irt ſelf wpon a great ilk; 

neither be ſo ſcure it ſelf,, for ſo;uſefl to 
others; ic would be in danger to be blown 
out ;. and whilſt -it burn'd, it would not 
ſtrve the Neceſſities of Men fo well as it 
did in the Laithorn. 


To conclude 4 Remember, 1 beſeechyow 
the Time is co when it will be 
red of every ons _— us, What we have 
with the T tent, thoſe Parts, and/thoſeOp 
portuniries which were- committed” toi 
and how -we 'have behaved our felves-in 
that Sration 4ndPlace ity which-we dre (@; 
and'how every” one of us} M , Nr 
niſters, Maſters; Servants, Merchants, ME 
chanicks, diſdhirged- our” ſoveraF Wort 


we uadertookt 


thing 
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Let” us all therefore be perſuaded, firſt, 
t-ſhew- Piery ar hore, to rule well our 
Houſe, our own Province ; to be true 
Truſts, and faithful inthe - 

of every Office in which we are; to do 
"carefully our own Work, whatever it be ; 
"that ſo when the great Lord ſhall come, he 
-may find us All to have been faithful and 
_—_— And we — 
avi ell-abne, ebfal Ser 
vant, thou haſt been ſaithful in a few things : 
= bangs , 


recerve more. Amen. Amen. 
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bDaAS. MIL eYEWTe 0), 
- And that ye fluty. to be Dich, 
IHE Apaltle is bere after his main 


n Snare en onpiedor of 


—Tf Soars 


_ Brotherly Love certainly wo make den 
ly : the chat fewes I | 


x _ I a 
w 

crrmonr gre n,lieweyer 1 ome may (li 

ic, ether becauſe ir is plain and caſie, 


ETTSE Tory” 


and certain py deſpiſe what 


1s clear and what is more 


Ee PPE 
fer t 


Reaſon 
the Day, 

Nor is this Miſtake abſurd only, but 
dangerous: For, from hence fr is tharver 
take off their Minds from the moſt necella- 
ry and fundamental arudesbtÞ airb (which 
are always moſt Lys and evident ) and 


eche Dei E this ks tis 


tobe im » that too many from a 


Pregepts 

the reach! of1every Capatiry 
t> abundance of uſeleſs! ibreacan 
tor. : bitenciuro: mode ESAIS PIO 
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"There is to fuch Otlf berwixt theſe two, 
s they imagine, who coahne Religion to 
thoſe Attions which , immediztely reſpett 
God4 to, ir exterids it felf to the whole 
courſe of our Lives : Nay, let us not under- 

CC 4 value 


by which 
Flves, and © Diſturbance to, their 
bours. | 

reform this great. Abul 


+. 
re remoye and preyent all that, | 
Diſturbance hich roſe from tas 
uires them in. general, To fxcy: 
i to keep themſelves p—_ | 
Trouble, to do nothing that may ca ; 
but. occaſion diſquiets; to omat nothing that 
may keep them off. bod in porcine | 
adyiſes them to do.rheir own Buſineſs, which 
implies that they. ſhonld nor with 6+ 
ther Men's ;, this having been: thes m_ 
and Canſe of thoſe Diſturbances which 
been amongſt them. wait 
This appears to have been x 
of theſe Words. In.diſcourſing of wh 
[ ſhall, »-. 


[. Explain and declare what is the Duty. 
here enjoyned. 24 {CI 
11. Shal 


- 
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ſand them. | 

_ Tſuppoſe the Apoſtle uſe the Word 

i this large and (0 give a generaP 
Precept 


250.5 


from the meddling with matrers that 


not to us. 9 16M 
Some perhaps here We, w 
this Precept be RE LIES 


obliges, whether in all Cades, or 4:1 fame as 
ly? 1 anſwer: ; Tod: 185 

:, This reaches Chriſtians of all Time 
and Places, as wall as thoſe that dived 


Theſſalonica 1.600 Years For; it wa 
not founded 0n any parti but on genes 
ral and eternal: Reaſons, and: is-2,\Law 

us alL 11) a6 


wy cannot. _ —_— 
our ſelves, or, to-! : 

( for in many Caſes; :this4s neither: | 
nor fit, nor-bentficial ) yet ar daes , lay 'this 
Obligation on vs, «lway to ingend agd. aint 
at, £0 purſne- and endeavour after itgi even 
in_thoſe yery Inſtances where! 4 would'be 
evil and niſchic vous 1 11s if we were ance 
under ſome-preſent\Diſquiet,-. wei abe: in.aad 
by thoſe perticular: Troubles: toifeck after 
Uier, 1 x" 
And when we are, and it is: 
ſhould be: under ſore” Dif re, "yet 
ought wc: toytake care, thatwe money 


Tx Z 


by 
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"Ibo! "'Þ TR nv# never mn 


ENS nes 


\ prone 
' obliged ro beter i in 
robe y'and ic is 
elſe wre 4s fir 35- ic 
the Perf and beſt 
#hd others : ind where- 
ever it will con'Trhbute more tEthis/ than 

contrary Tr oy ble, there it is not only 
politi, cly 


fi il | 
HEH el 


di- 
and 


are allcontaird in 


35% FEET 


to trouble 


all wecan to'make 


y 


m quiet too. The 
wiz... Diet is (© 


A 


ESR 
— 
other Men,buc ls 


faith 
bu 


TEES os, 


get Acorn roaring. tl 


it to him when it comes ? 
The Common People, as 
2s have-. the Wi o underft 
Iron envying LOA Rong | 
How dothey applaud their | 
it -is meerly from. this conkc it 
they can-be Gpiety. when ie 
apy any ar ie an ; 
in a Hurry.and we 
thoſe great and rich- Men 
Quiet. Alſtheir Wealthand 
not ſatisfie them without opt and" 
with a. very liule 


pv 
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* Ignorant Man differ, agree in this, 
| = 7 ws pagan i der Lo rue a 
” can have, and to avoid trouble. 


b; they are executed. That 
| is principally deſign'd by all wiſe Go- 
. ſernours, is, as- is the 


| Inſtitution, 
wmake-Men Peacoablo. So that if we preach 
the Doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt, and ue 
the trus ends of our Office, we 
LTD non and G ood-will 


_ "Andif any of us be found Dividers 
- Troublers, Breakers of the Peace, 
of Diſcord, Contentious , and not 
— df 'Breaches, Enders of ſtrife, and 
we may call our ſely 


-_ makers, es ters of 
DF - bare will not own us as fach at 
great | 


Day. 

« I conclude the great goodneſs of 
atheevid of Trouble, ——— 
that ic has been the Way of God with Man, 
_ Iyalmoſt all bis Diſpenſations xoward him, 

vd 


1  ERSEYESRS EAZanESS HEHEESESHSS Fu2ts 


Rpt PLES: 32 AHL = 
HI ah ie feoige 

WH 1: HH: 5 ; 
RH HRBt 

$ Az Ts S) 

5 34 Ta$=0-2 x FIT Es 
Hog. fl Rn 

#51 rn TT 


to be Quiek. 


TITs .” The Son of God became 


upon bim the form of « Servant, 
e might Fink of, and addrefs to him 
dba. Diſcompo ſare. And how 


weery, nor loft up, nor cauſe bis Face to be 
in the Street. 
As be was meck and lowly all his Life, ſo at 
is Death, like s Sheep before bis Shearer: « 
be opened wet bis mouth. IF at any 
e he clad himſelf in Zeal, and a 
So yet this troubleſom 
i him ſo moderate and calm, and under 
the Government of Wiſdom and 
«dara neither 5p him nor thoſe 


whorn he conve 


= = moves us =o y. He 
not afright and amaze, but iafinuate ; 
wr ſuddenly excite vehement Paſſions, but 
aſtruft and reach ; and in this natural way 
niſes thoſe AﬀeCtions that are conſt 
i do' comport with rhe uſe 


IF we take 2 view of all the Methods 
ach the Wiſdom of God has uſed with 
5, we ſhall obſerve that his DefFrive has d> 
Med on'ns « the Dew, and his Speech bas 
tapd « the Rain,as the ſmall Rain on the ten 
& Graſs : as Moſes (aid of his, that is, 

Dd gently 


vid he behave hanfelf ? He indeed ful 
the Prophecy which ſaid, that be ſhould 


was - 


» . 


of dudping-— 


gently and gradually, and in no ſuch - way 
as might aſtoniſh and diſmay us. As there 
was no miſe of Axes and Hammers in build. 
ing the Temple at Jeruſalem, ſo neither has 
any noiſe been in building the Temple, of 
which that was a Type, the Cir 
Church; 

Since then' God hath been pleaſed to 
miniſter humane affairs in ſo quiet and 
4'way, as not to: pur us into the leaſt DiG 
compoſure, we cannot but conclude, thata 

uier even frame of Spirit, is. with God 4 

Ning of great Price, therefore moſt ex- 
cellently Good, 
4 if any defire yet further aſſurance in 
this matter, let him confider the Natwe of 
Man. Let him conſider it both Singly and 
in Society, and ſee if Quierneſs be not ex- 
ceedingly well ſuited to-irt, and if the cans 
rrary be not very incongruous. 

Let any one that ſees a, Man-in Fury and 
Rape, or under any diſturbance, ſay if te 
be hiſet? if this become him, Qn the 
contrary, if he ſte him quiet and'com 
and” reaſon calmly and cooly, this 5 2 

teaſing Sight ; now he aQs as he thinks a 

n ſhoald. 

It is for Lions. and Tigers, for Bears 
and Wolves to roar and* howl and ragsy 
but this is not..ir for Men ; it; belongs. t9 
chem to reaſon, and to be wiſe, and jadge 
truly of things ; but Wi/dom and Unquet- 
neſs are ſeldom.confliſtent together. 

And for Socicty , tho” it is a moſt lovely 
thing when the Members: of it are oh 
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2 tor bx" Quine. 
4 firm} Peace; yer when they are 
arrelſome and Contentiouss when they 


ing with each others lutereſts, there 
Tops nar horrid Monſer. jo, bn, found 
this ; In appears ugly and deformed to 


ther alone or incorporated in- Socicty';, and 


y highly good and _contmende- 


Fi 


ITE 


FE 
2:3 


/ gz 2 peried free- 
is hereby enabled ro the beſt 
all che Functions of his Mind. 
eat and conſtant {atisfattion : 
State of (and according to 
higheſt Pleaſure. 
his Matt hath attain'd to a great 
ppineſs already, and is in the 
to themolt conſummare Pertecti- 


Te 
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6; This-is intrinfecal ro, and an clicatiab 
of Happineſs, inſfomuch that it cannot 
without wu. No Man rhat is ko. trouble 
Dd z is 
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is happy, #nd no Man that is quier can be 
t miſerable. _ Th us. 
After all rhis, 'which is but a- ſhort "Tas 
mary of what might be ſaid to ſhew the 
goodneſs, the 'prafitableneſs, the: abſolute 
neceſſity of Quiet, ſure every one will 
an hizh value -on this moſt ineſtimable Jew- 
ef, and will by no-means prodigally throw 
away his own,nor uncharitably hinder other 
Men's Outer. Nay, 1 hope eyery one will by 
the excellent Goodneſs of this be perſwaded 
to be ſo wiſe-a5 to provide for, and ferure 
Qniet to himfelf : and thar he will alſo; 
all prudent and fit ways beſtir- himſelf; that 
all others may live quiet and peaceable Lives 
as well as himfaf. 
Since therefore Owiet is ſo neceſlary toſs 
great a part of humane Happineſs, outof 
the defire we have that both we and othery 


ſhould be happy, let us endeavour to keep 


them and our (elves quiet : and as we would 
not be acceſſary ro our own, or their miſe- 
ry, let us not trouble our ſelyes or them. 


III. I proceed now to the DireCtions and 
Advices, whereby we may be aſliſted inthe. 
Performance of this great and good Duty. 

[| begin with thoſe, that" reſpe&t 
Man's own Owiet, Indeed rhis is inthe 
place to be looked to ; becauſe it will have 
a mighty Influence on the Quiet of others. 
Trere is nothing more truly obſerv*'d than 
this, that if a Man be at Peace within him- 
ſelf, he will behave himſelf peaceably to 0+ 
thers. And accordingly we may fee, _ 
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© 20 he Quiet 


Ian the Peace 
Socievucs, are in their own Minds. 


theig' own Breaſts 3, Underſtanding 
ad Will, :Reaſon and Paſhons arc at vari- 
ance : | How can it be then, but that as 
mm pdaghaegeers png 


| pps not keep cewvithia him- 
_ A —_— thanild keep 
his Family,;of eter ny in the 
or. State -wherein he-lives ? The 
Springs-of all the Diforders;-Commo- 
Tomulty;, Wars: ig:22he Warld, are 
Diſorders and Commotions that are in 


ROO 


Good in; rhemſelvesi and.otbere, by a di: 
conſtants - orderly Exerciſe. af all 
wu and purkur] For their Io- 


* he reaon of--this Advice is That we 
ure; and nectlarily detire the Perfecti- 
of our ſelves: or-others,. and , we! cannot 
te quiet but in the Accompliſhment oof that 
peat Deſire, | which oor great Creator hath 
in'our Natures, and herb rooted 

beep, that it can never be ſeparated from 


.More particularly ; Let vs above all keep- 
% keep) a, good Conſcience, ''3 Canſience 
e-toward;-Go1. and Men. 
| 6 vs undertaks every thing with the Coun 
| Dd 3 {1 


will be groubicefom to, orhers. won: 
This #9vthe-Sum of the Advice 1 would 
| nts > rate ey being in oup, 
ves; Live : well, do-g00d;7be" holy and 
vertunns. |! - | 96. 
And if we would endeavourthat others 
may be quiet, as we our: ſelyes'afe, let us 


fure and Jaſting Peace, can be it on no'6- 
ther Foundation, but Holineſs and Vertve- 
——_ are rea furpen re qe_—_ 
make Men:quiet, by making the vicious, * 
and wicked, or: by. leſſening their Under- 
They that;govern the World, and deſign 
the Peace of it, would do well to obſerve, 
if this courſe they' take, - be the way to 
make- any Man quiet in himſelf ; if Igno- 
rance and Wickedneſs will make him 


ſuccels from them in Societies and States? 
but.if moſt of our inward Trouble yo 


able within, then they may expettthe ſans 


«© 
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F to be Quiet. 


rom theſe Springs : Why ſhould ic nor be 
| phe that they will have the ſame Effects 
hers, which they have in us, 4n Com- 
ities - as in! private Perſons; and that 
will as mach diiturb the World, as 
hey do the Mind where they are? 
” No, if Politicians would obſerve, they 


take notice, that as Satisfaction of Ap- 

| ,and purſuit of the Inclinations,which 
and the neglect of thoſe that are 

; the conſtant and orderly exerciſe of all 
| CE EN in a ceudency to the 
Perfeftion of the vyhole, is the only vvay to 
Feocure an univerſal and laſting Qwer in 
"2 Man's own Mind ; ſo neither is there 
4rnr way to procure the Peace of all 


© Yet more particularly; the Sum of what 
Ihhould adviie for the removing and obvia- 
ting Trouble; #nd the procuring and pre- 
_ Quiet if our ſelves and among Men, 


7 

1. That we ſhould oppoſe tio Man's true 
Inereft, where that does not oppoſe the pub- 
lick and greater Good. 
"2, That we fhould reconcile & with, nay, 
& much as is poſſible, make it our own, as 
Indeed it is, Fnce no Man can be happy if 
mother be miferable. No Man can be quiet 
himſar, ywhile another that is by bim 
In trouble. 
3, Be willing to remit of, and recede 
from your ovvn ſtriit Righe, if that vvill 
tntribote to Peace. So Abrabenm did vvith 
i#, tho being the elder, and his Uncle, he 


—_—_—k 


"of ng 


_ 


nſiſted on 
_—_ the choice, yet he leaves it to y 
See, the Land is before thee, ſaid he, &c. 

4 bop: gout ſelves, moe, hurt, no 
yyorſe for ou. Do ill to Ly 

of none... \ Do not take. upon you to be an 
Hiſtorian, .an {ntelligencer. of Mens F 

nor ever uncover the-Shame and N 

of your Brother, but vvhen Neceſſity com- 
pels, and Charity incites you. | - 

5. Bejuſt: Allow every Man that vyhich 
the Lavvs of Nature and Society have given 
him. Intrench the Rights, invade the Pro- 
pertiez of no Man: do not-abridg himof 
that vvbich God and Nature, or Men have 
conferr*d on him ; or, vyhich by his own 
Vertue, his Prudence, Care and lnduſtry he 
has acquired» 

6. Be univerſally. charitable z that- is, bt 
willing - to contribute yvhat 4n you lies, to 
every Mans Happineſs. Maintain a conſtant 
DYſpoſtion to Goodneſs and Benigaity. Tf 
none, envy none : Love not only , your 
cr a few, but all. 

7. Be diligent i in your ewn Buſineſs : for 
by this means, you, 

(1.) Will have. more Liberty, and be 
better able roaſliſt others. Wark, (Git the 
Apoſtle, that ye may have to give to bim that 
needs, The diligent Man doth not only get 
that which is ſufficient for his own Necelly 
ty, but an Overplus for other Men : where 
as the idle Man, hi: own AMowh ( as Solomen 
faith ) his own Wants take up not only all 
that 
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to be Quiet. 


Kat be gets, but ſtill calls for more. And 


2.) The diligent Man, tho he has ſome 
to ſpare from his own Workhe hath not 
th as to throw away in a needleſs buſy- 


himſelf in $ matters : he is {o 
mi ray fry the Service of himſelf, 
his having iligent, as that he hath 


to help his Brother ; todo whatever 
ce and Charity under the ConduCt of 
dence | ſhall dire him : but his Dili- 
ce. will not ſuffer him to be vainly and 
merely- out of Curioſity prying into, and 
Ined about other Mens matters. T antumns 
# re tua tibi ſuppetit otis aliena wut cures, eaq; 

wibil ad te attinent ? What, faith he to 
| when he finds he is haſtily ingagin 
\ himfelf in ſuch fareign Afﬀairs, Can I find 
nithing to do of my own, that I muſt thas 
gk forraging for Work ? ls not mine own 
Vineyard -negletted, whilſt 1 dreſs. other 
Mens ? Is there not ſomething to be done, 
which-is more my proper Buſineſs than this 
I am 2bour ? 


» Fhis is that which follows ia the Verſe, 
to do our Buſmeſs ;, which one Counſel, 
if.is wefe well minded, would prevent the 
moſt and greateſt Troubles that we haye 
from-one another. If we would keep with- 
In pwr own Compaſs, move in our own 
Spheres; reach not at, things too high for us, 
ze not to do what we cannotdo; not 

ade. where we do not underſtand ; obſerve 
| our 
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-our Order, and keep our Ravk ; it wool 
| | of 
our own Minds, and to the Peace of the 


contribute very much both to the quiet 


to haye been the grear barge pe 


and Miſery, and 


left their own Habit arvon, their Province, and 
this was their Fall. 


To be ſhort : Carry about no idle Tales: 
Do not make, nor widen Differences: "Al- 
low not thy ſelf in any Angry Conrention; 
indeed never contend with others, bat who 
ſhall do moſt Good. 


And now in a word, 'to refiet upon what 
has been difcourſed : If Quiet be ſo good 
and deſirable, if we have fo moch reaſon 
to ſeek it, let ns take Shame to our ſelves, 
that we have ſo mach negleted, that we 
have fo much oppoſed ſo great a Good, that 
we have b:en Enemies to our own and other 
Mens Peace. 


I doubt we have all too mucty reaſon to 
tax oor ſelves of being notoriouſly "m 
this Particular. How little have we ſtudi 
our own Qui? how have we diſturbed 
other Mens ? And what a cauſe of Lamer- 
tation is it, when we ſee Mankind furh 
Troublers every Man of himſelf, and eve 
ry Man of his Brother ; that whereas we 


ſhould be taking all good ways to ou 


tly the Trouble 
that is in the World The proud Axyeds 


ai Bas m=uw xr 


to be Quiet. 


jet our ſelves and others, we are run- 
mas faſt in the ways that lead' to Sorrow, 
bn he way of Peace we will not kyow / 


"Let us no longer be ſo fooliſhly, ſo un- 
y wicked, as to be Troublers of our 
and others ; but in all wiſe and 

mys poſſible, let us do our utmoſt, that 

me and all other Men may be as quiet here 

on is compatible to this State ; that 

this may w. te ffi of tha B- 

ternal Sabbatiſm, perpetual Ref, w 

remains for the Peaceable, the Children and 

Fople of God. 
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EDUCATION 


PROV. 22.6. 


Train up a Child in the way he 
ſpould go. 


Here is a general, and I doubt a 
very juſt Complaint of 'a moſt 
grols, and almoſt univerſal Neg- 
et in the Education of Children. 

And indeed fear, if a Yification were made 
of every Family and School in the Land, 
few in compariſon. would be found, who 
take care of, or have Skill in this great 
Buſineſs. 

Thoſe who ſeem not to be negligent, I 
would ask them, What Time they beſtow, 
what Thoughts they lay out on their Chil- 
dren? I would enquire after the Deſigns 
ad Methods they have, all the CEINEY 
an 


414 "Of Education. 


and ways uſe vvith them. 
afraid thoſe bare Foanyodynes. gh 


And' yet this thing which is ſo little re 
garded, and leſs underſtood, L of as great 
NMowrcat and Confequence as 
ad that both ona publick. agd ad HprBes. 
count. And among the other, perhaps ther 
is not 2 greater and more Cauſe of 
all Wickedneſs, and of the Miſchiefs cons 
ſequent upownit, than.the gog'or ill Educ 
tion of Children. 

We do, and -we have too much cauſe to 
com bf Inffdetiry 4nd Atheifm, of the 
Protaneneſs and Debauchery, ofthe Unſet- 
ledneſs, the Superſtition and Fanaticiſm,the 
perverſe Schiſmaticalneſs, _ _ Forma» 
liey, and t ton 
whicty wt vey Cr cauſe of 
if we look back;, we ſhall find fe 
the'wan of Care and-Skiltin the eddcting 
of Chuidrcn. 


L haltkcdnhfider, 
LL The Attion that is here required;7ram 
II. The Objett, « Child. bo Cs 
HE The 7m im bi Way, A 
when: I ſhall. propound ſome Ricadons 
and Argnments vo. perfwade' us 'wo 
this Duty. | 
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”L As to the Aﬀtion, Train : This Word 
$ fully expreſs the Original, which alſo 
Catechiſe : And it ſignifies two 


3. ing or teaching, which is done 
Iy Precepts, and by Examples. 

2 Initiating, inuring, excrciling. Thus 
Suldiers are traio'd when they are exer- 
aſd. in handling of their Arms, in their 

ing Rank and File, and in the wap, 2. 

& things which they muſt do whea they 

to encounter an Encmy. 

"This is that which the wiſe Man adviſes 
tbe done by the Child ;, let him be rained. 
And *tis excellent Counſel, much better 
than if he had ſaid only, jaltru& or teach. 
"For, as the diſciplin'd and exercis'd Soul- 
Ger is mach more dextrous at the Manage- 
ment of has Arms, than he only, who has 
been tald what he muſt do, but has never 
wWdto do it; ſo undoubtedly, he who has 
been initiated in his Work, will be far more 
| at it, and moxe diſpoſed to it, than 


tt who has only been direted what, and 
perſmaded. why he ſhould-do it, bur bas ne- 
wer begun to do it. 

We obſerve a very great diſtance betwixt 
our knowing what and why we ſhould att, 
and onr act How frequevt is it. for 
Men very well to underſtand what is to be 
flone, and yet not to do it ? 

In many Caſes alſo, Aﬀtions are never un- 
derſtood but by ating : The doing of ma- 
ay Works informs and incites, enables 


u3 


I have the rather taken notice 
that is in the word tran, becanſe, as 1 
ſaid, we may in ſome Caſes underſland, 
not att : and in ſome, ating is the beſt may 
to underſtand ; 1 am fure it is always the 
beſt Method to ſecure and keep that Know- 
ledp, and thoſe Inclinations which we have” 
to fu Actions, In Prafticals,the beſt K 
ledg and the ſtrongeſt Inclinations are got 
by Praftice : Uſe inclines Men to repeat 
the ſame Actions : And Cuſtom has-always 
been eſteemed a ſecond Nature. 


1. I proceed toconfider the Obje?, wh 
it 3s that is to be thus rraimed: It ts a 
s. e. Man whilſt he is young. and when It 
Is oo capable of this Inſtruftion and Exers” 
ciſe, x. 
Man is ever to belearning. Cato thabght” Bad 
himſelf never too old to tearn : And every | 
other Man ſhould think the ſame, but ther 
is very great Advantage of this being begu” 
betimes. They that make no entrance IF 
thing m their firſt Years, ſeldom are brougnt” 
to it afterwards ; or if they be, "tis always” 
with great Difficulty ; and it muſt be with "Jas 
Damage ; for they are hindred from ma $=- 
king progreſs in ſome other matters more Þ'> 

conlides 
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#WwLife; let him begia to 
let him be initiated 1n t 
mels of his Life ; let him 
"what he ſhould always be doing, 
» Hu Way, i.e. in that Praftice and 


which he was made ; in the doing thoſe 
for which his Nature was "4 
great- and wiſe "Creator, and for 
ts Tenper and Difpolition, axwel 

| an as 
- $®%9. his Condition and Circumſtances, fit- 
$ 'T {: rake 'to | be the true meaning 
E « th | Phraſe, Hi Way, which: implies 
$f: The: Way thar's commonto all Men, 
—JEVayof Man, of every Man, every one 
\ Wc with humane Nature and Facul- 


on? 
= 


Ar E < 2, T hat 


erg which is common to all, ad 
That Way mich is the doing thoſe 
Works, which every one that has the” N+- 
ture of .a Man, is made and furniſhed rode, 
I need not mention thoſe of the Body,which 
are common to us with Beaſts. But the 6+ 
ther, which are more peculiar to Man, and 

as it were to him, are Knowledg, 
and Choice. and 


all our Faculties, Las 
we have to our ow 


neſs, op tuneoemany oy op 
condition 2s nur ſelves 


EN fit and right, 
the largeſt knowledg we can get, 
T Todo no Evil, and te 
- oo oma This is 
of every Man, 

we, 4 which is this, or that Man's 
beſides, is to be employed in this or 
Trade, according as he is fitted ; 
Husbandry, Merchandiſe, Mechanick 
Liberal Arts; the Study of _— 

Divinity, as his own I 


I 
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| bfy, and the Opportunity be has to attain 
; of thee, direft. Tho we can- 
oe read it in the Faces of Children, yer 


Humour and iage we may con- 
what will be fir for, 
Fw fer takes a ſurvey of the 


+ of Main; 'as he will diſcover it was 
Contri and Work of great Wifſ- 
ard veſt; ſo from an Obſerva- 
of the Teveral Facultics and Capacities, 
and Appetites, Inſtin&t and Sa- 
of Mankind, he will conclude which 
the Way in which I ent y which is 
Way of Man, the Life that 1s ſuitable to 
4 Nature as onrs is : For, he will be 
reſolved" in this, that it muſt be the 
the fling choſe Caparkies, in ahe 
the filling r iti the 
| I Farſhit of thoſe clinations, the Regulati- 
| | #andSatisfaftion of thoſe Appetites, the 
Gfervance of thoſe Inſtints, and givin 
heed to fach Pre and Conjettures as 


by its Nimbleneſs and Sagacity 


[ 
| | F theſe be conſidered, 1. Severally and 
; 2. Jointly, as they are all united 
; confiſting rogether, they make up the 
whole human Nature. As they confiſt with, 
md are in ſubordination to each other, they 
Wl give vs a clear view of the whole Way 
of Man, all that be was made for 
$ great Creator. 
That which wilt help ns to a more diſtin 
Mowledg of this, will be to compare our 
Nature with the Brutiſh, which is below = 
«> Ee 2 a 
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T5, and the AnggS which is above us. 

partake of Natures, - we 
culties and Appetites both of 

of Brutes. 

From hence 1 infer, . That I 
wholly as cither. meer Animals, 
Spirits,” we live not agreeably 
ture and State. We mult, on 
raiſe up our ſelves above the 
Senlitives ; and yet we muſt 
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Life 
foar © 


Or as 
to our 
the one 

low 

not 


highas the Life of Spirits deveſted of Fleh 
and Blood. That Way is too low, and 
this too high ; the Way of Man lies Jathe 


middle betwixt theſe two. We 
fink down into, and 
with our carthly, fleſhly, animal 

And indeed here is the 


E 
Z 


: 
E 


If 


interfere, but ire with, a 
yiceable and frieadly to cach other, 
down Heaven to Earth, and to 
Earth to Heaven, as much as is 


ſer- 
bring, 


; 
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Services of this lower Life of Fleſh and Senſe, 
and yet not loſe, not forgo its own ſpirity- 
al Life. To come down from, and yet 
to be in Heaven, whilſt we are on Earth : 
To behave our ſelves like Men in the Fleſh, 
and yet at the ſame time to aft as becomes 
thoſe who are endow'd with ſpiritual divige 
Souls ; this is the way of Man, in contre 
diſtinftion to the way or life of brute 
Animals. 


Out. 


> nſw. Let us be in a ſincere and conſtant 
which is, and, when we are 
to judg, we think to be bef, 
= This will be as the Polar Star to-direct 
Courſe. If we mind this, we ſhall ſteer 
betwixt the two Rocks; - we ſhall 
reither the Soul, nor neghe(t the Bo- 
: we advance Underſtanding and 
erty, and all the rational and higher Fa- 
mites. And this will be done withour pre- 
i ſee to Seaſe, and the Animal Life and 
| 


If we conſtagtly aim doing thet which 
| , Which is that to which by our very 
| we are framed, we ſhall then make 
© accqunt of our Soul than of our Body, 

account of Underſtanding, and Liber- 
and Conſcience, than of Senſe and Ani- 
; we ſhall bring the Body into ſub- 
Mtion, and keep the Animal ſerviceable to 
the Mind. And when they are once come 
this, ( which is the true natural State, 
and rends to the preſervation and perfeCtion 
& them both, as well as conduces to that 
& the World without ) thea the Intereſts 
Ut reconciled, they are all one; they com- 
Ee 3 bine 
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Line and conſpire rogether ; the Soul makes 


Servant is with the E 

it is pot to by a Maſter: Nero 
them hinder other's attainment to its 
perfeftion : bat on the contrary, the Soul 
helped and forthered by irs'Conjunctinn 
with the Body ; and no Faculty of that, but 
ſhall one way or other become an Occaſion, 
and the Matter or Inſtrument of the Sol's 


Uſe, and thereby of the Entargement of its 


EY Liberty, or Goodnefs. 
Thus the Animal Life is not only con- 


filtent with, but ſerviceable to the Life of 
Knowledg and Liberty, of Wiſdom and 
Vertue : Abt ox the othtr WH, OE 
ritual Life /heightens and In 
ſenſible and animal : It becomes Heath te the 
Navel, &c. 


From all that | have hitherto ſaid, I may 
conclude, That Man's Way in general, ar the 
Way in which altand every Man ſhould goys 
fach an Exercife of his natural Powers, ® 
cither is their Perfeftion, or has a diret 
rendency to it, and is atfo in order to the 
perfeRion of all others, and wilt bring Ho- 
nour tothe great Anthor of them. This in 
general. 

I ſhall now deſcend to 2 ſomewhat more 
particular Account of this Way ; and ſhall 
mention, 

Firſt, The Way of Underſtanding ;, when 
2 Man's a and governs, 
all the other Faculties and Rn 


| 
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{ better they arc. 
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antobodient toi bb. 


mote robe hich and alk elfe in Man to * 


and ſubordinate. Conſequently -ro 
EEO 
(1 ra Theſe 

the Perf-"tions of the 
En which it is no more fit ro con- 
ttt and guide oor Appetites, than an wt- 
Candle is to give us light 3 "or a 

Guide that is ignorant in the Way, is fit to 
direft us to our Journey*s End. More par- 


ticularly z 
The Way of Wiſdom, which is, our pro- 
_—__ our ſelves good, and great, tad 
Ends, and purſuing them in the 
, and ht, and likely Means. 
Nh implies not only Knowledg, bur Choice, 
and therefore contains in it the Will, as well 
& the Underſtanding ; but yet all this is ve- 
ry reducible to that which F call the Way of 


Underſtanding. 

Linſilt che rather on this, becanſe Under- 
Fading is the greateſt, | , and moſt 
proper and peculiar chat is in Hu- 
mane Nature, that which fo remarkably 4i- 
Ringuiſhes berwixt Man and Beaſt, and be- 
twixt one Man and another : And becauſe 
our Works are of no acconnt, if they do 
wor proceed from this; if they be done 
without it, they are not (as the Moralifts 
all them > bamane, not Works of Men. 
And the greater Perfection of the Under- 
ſanding they ariſe from, rhe greater amt 


Ee 4 This 
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This then. is the firſt particular Way, the 
Way of Underſtanding ; when our Will. and 
all our Inclinatzons and Appetites, our infe- 
rior Powers, arc under the Condutt and 
Government of. true Knowledg, the true 
Kmnowleds: of Good and Evil, which is the 
Principle of Wiidom, which is chielly ſeen 
nr ing the better Good before the leſs, 

in 


- 


| diſcerning the reference which one 
has to the other. 
This Way of Underſtanding} is - that 
which the Sacred Scripture doth fo. often 
call on us to walk in, and bids us not be & 
the Horſe, and 4s the: Mule, which have m 
Underſtanding, whoſe Mouth must be beld with 
Bit and Bridle. T hat which a Bridle 6, 
reſtrain and turn.them. hither and thither, 
that ſhould our Underſtanding be to us, 


And how often is the good Way called the” 


Way of Underſtanding? And they that 
walk ngtin this Way, are ſaid to be 4 
rent, and ſuch as err in their Hearts, and i 
be fooliſh. 

2dly;, I may here alſo mention the Way 
of Voluntary Aition, the Way of Self-deter- 
munation and free Choice. This is alſo ns 
tural to Man, not to be thruſt | and- pulkd 
on from Cauſes without ; but Things mull 
firſt approve themſelves to his Underſtand- 
ing, that they are good ; and when 
appear ſo to.-him, whether he can 
them or not, 1 liſt not here to diſpute, All 
agree, that a Man can will nothing but wt 
der the appearance of Good. And this s 
certain, that the Perfection of the wks 
when 
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an do nothing agawift the Truth, but with 
[ha «, (if I, may borrow * that 
e.. 

And this is a great Perfettion of our Na- 
ares indeed, when our, Appetites and Incti- 
mtiors are {0 wholly Twayed and derermi- 
"I Reaſon and true *Knowledg,' that 


are. never carricd to any things which 
does not approve ; there's. a perfett'A- 


t, no Claſhings, no. Oppoſitiohs. 
L» walk in chis 9, % ſhew our ſelves 


But I proceed to more Particulars of theſe 
Wa both of Nature in general, and" of 
Bettdin and Will in particular; 'and 
Lwill name only three. 
1, The Way of Religion and Picty towards 
vr God, and our Saviour, which tn ſhort 
K to . believe, and love, ard” fear,” and 
milf, and obey God above 'all-, And par- 
ticularly, to believe, and love, &c:rhe only 
n Son of God, according to'the Re 
Tlation made of him in the Goſpel: / 
2, The Way of Eighrrouſneſs andGood- 
I&& to _0ur Brethren, to all Men : To be 
and jult to every one, in giving him 
which is his own, that is, that which 
& has a Right unto, either by the Law of 
Nature' and Reaſon; or by the Laws of the - 
Country, and Cuſtoms of the Place where 
we live: To do good to thoſe that have 
Gnepood to us : To ohey our Governors: 
To honour, 5. e. to obſerve, and if chey 
need 
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need it, to maintain our Patents : To 
vide for our Children, that they may live 
and live well, and be happy : To deal fair- 
ly with Equals, and to be courteons to In> 
Gricen: To keep Promife with them to 
whom we have made it :; And to be good, 
to be beneyolent and beneficial to all, hy 1 
cially to the belt, if they be indipent : 
defire and endeavour the P on and 
Happineſs of every one in the World ; t9 
de good to all Men. | 

3» The Way of Sobriety, by which I ons 
derſtand ſuch a Regulation and Government 
of our ſelves, in all we do and ſuffer, ﬆ8 & 
conliſtent with the preſervation, and makes 
for the perfeCtion of all our Faculties ; or, if 
not of all, yet of the ſupreme and princt 
pal, and of the reſt, ſo far as conſiſts with 
the pt of the higher. 

e commonly call that Sobriery, which 
the. good Government of our ſelves,ih 
Eating and Drinkang, and ſome other 
duly Pleaſures and Paſſions : And in ſum, 
when that about which we are con 
is les conſiderable than our ſelves : . which 
perhaps may imply thus much, that when 
we are converſant about that which is more 
conſiderable and valoable than we are, then 
we ought not to have ſuch regard ro or 
own Preſervation and Perfettion'; but. if 
we could produce any Effect which would 
be of gyeater worth than our ſelves, we 
ſhould do it, tho it were with the leſſening, 
nay, and loſs of others. 
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But , 


where ig knows fully and adequately. it 
Dws the PerfcCtion of a thing, and what's 
der-to that, and then it wills and is af- 
ſed, it is pleaſed with that, and deſires 


vours 


nels are the very Life of the Soul, and as 
ſon may Bodily Life kilt the Body, as thoſe 
fallburt the Soul. 
up pr But w_ not this Candle of the 
Lad waſte it felf ? Fhe hotter and bright- 
the Fire burns, is it not the ſooner ont ? 
And may not the Soy neglect, and ſo da- 
mage, and at laſt deſtroy it ſelf, whilſt it = 
o 


CE 
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ſo much taken up, with, other Obj 
ene gore nc ſomething = eY 4 
er than it felf, it may beſo very 
employed abont that other thing, as 
to diſregard it ſelf ? "vr 
Again ; Seeing +s the Perfe(tion of "the 
Eye, but yet by looking on the Sun the 
is blinded. And who knows but there may 
be Objedts fo tranſcendently glorious as 
dazle and out the Eye of our 
there may be fo valt a difproportion' be- 
twixt ſome Objetts and theſe Faculties, 
they may ſtretch'them beyond their 


_ _— — 
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the way to Rum. 
Arſe. "Al the 


wrn away it ſelf that Objet; © 

If my Obſervation be true, hitherto I'ne+ 
ver found my Faculties impaired by 
clear and perfett :kno\wledge of an 
ror by dehght in that, which I 2 
knowledg of. But I have 'foun&' my fel 
worſe for imperfe&t ane obſcure Coowely 
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ad for ſuch\delight,as was founded ig a Lie, 
Miſtake. 

deed ſometimes the Purſuit of clear 

ledge,when it was not at all,or difficult- 

attainable, or when it was not of great 

ez and ſometimes the clear Knowledg I 


a ng bes ons the occaſion of ' 
wining me from ſuch an oyment of 
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our after this or that particular 
ood, may have hindred me from Jong 
gore or greater Good. But from all this 
ſerve, that all the prejudice that is done 
mecomes to this, that. 1 am hindred from 
on Roni or ram ebgRe (2,206 Gar 


more 

ow I ſhall eſcape this danger, if I aim 
#all the Knowledg I am capable, of, and 
wake delight in the Goad: of all. 

-Anditf it ſo happen, that by this I acri- 
fee my ſelf to the Common Good, 1 do bur 
ow my natural Inclination; anditis much 
to periſh in obeying,than to continue 

my Natyre. 

« Twly ſomewhere ſays, Life v not ſo dear, 4s 
* Afettion of ' doing Good., 1 add, that 
le 


ts our very Life ;, and being ſo, I do not 
how. we can loſe or hurt our ſelves in 
amplying with this Inclination. But ' 1 
oo not now purſue this matter any, fur- 


Toreturn to my main Argument. From 
UWthat I have ſaid, -in-Explication of what 
5. the Way or Life of av, it may appear, 
Pt that 


£ xderſtandiug , or other : as ' 
ma more neceſſary. So allo Delight inyor 
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conſiderable 
ay of a Child'and 
grojvn Man, and take due Cary 

not to make the Clld a Man too ſoon. 

This may ſerve for Explication.' I pro- 
ceed now to ſome Conſiderations by way of 
Argument. And, 

1, Let us conſider the abſolute neceſſity 
that every Man ſhould underſtand his 
ofiry ©0 bs Irving well, wo ts prefect 
co his future Happineſs : Nor vo his own 
only, but to other Mens allo ; as many # 
have relation to him, as are near him, are 
on or worſe for his being good or 


* 1It% abſolutely neceſſary, that every Man 
ſhould know and do all that, which his great 
Creator defign*d and made him for ; 1, 
is in vain, he will never attain his End. 

that's not he will be miſcrable, he will 
not only fall ſhort of God's End, bur op 
poſt it. He will be fo far from —_—_ 


OO — 


his Fellow Crea 

,2- In an ordinary way, no Man comes to 

"the Knowledg a | 
do, unſcf 

exerciſed in it, 

[ confeſs, God has given to Man ach a 
that it can teach it ſelf in ſome 
but yet ir_is {© made, that it muſt 
and ſome: way aſliſted by ei- 
peration that gives Wi or 
munication of Knowledg 
by both ; which is indeed the 
Divine Providence takes with 
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with Errors and inyeteratg Prejudices, 
have no ill Cuſtoms to lay aſide. | 
Beſides 3 there can be no ſuch fit 
learning how to live, as at the beginninj 
Life. - It's a fooliſh and vain thing 
this off to the laſt, as many do, w 
they are near an end of their Life, 
1quiring how they ſhould live. | 
And why will Men defer this till-many 
Years of Life be ſpent ? Why ſhould they 
be learning how to live, then when they 
ſhould be living? No, it behoves us ts 
inſtructed how to live, and to exerciſe ow 


ſelves as we are taught,as ſoon as is pollible: 
for otherwiſe our Life will paſs away | 
fitably, at beſt' it will 'be to no if 


it be got to ill purpoſe and miſchievous. * 


un cnblared, "Bae TING 
ſ] | one to 

Cn Mowers ed re walk Lak 
no-Man ordinarily comes to underſtand what 
be onght to do, and to do ir without Its 
ſtrudtion and Exerciſe, and that the fir 
Time, the young Age is beſt for theſe Pur- 


poſes. I now proceed to plead with*Pe-.; 


rents, and all that are appointed, 'and 
taken on them the Inſtruftion of Children 
that they would not _ neglet - this 
Truſt. Nay, let me perſwade every one 
you, who are come to underſtand this yood 
way your ſelves, and to walk in it, that you 
would be aſliſtant to Children. —_ 
ins 


the 
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dren to their Parents in- many places 3 
. 17. CarretÞ thy San, and-be will give 


jon he 
When och Prns in ry pas 
Har. 29 


way. "wherein 2 very 
conveyed : Gen. 18. 17, 18, 19;-G 
Shall I hide from Abraham the thing 
pon bby freing that : Abraham ſhall becomes 
wid mighty Nation, and all the N, 
ET rebflan 
that he will roger fro wb 
bir, and t 
* ho 25 uf do was vl ” 
that the "Lord may bring upon Abram 
which be bas ſpoken of bm. 
| beſeech you obſerve how great a Com» 
mendation himſelf has given hereof 
this, that Abr would command bis Ch 
dren and Houſhold after him to keep the way 
the Lord. How well, how kindly does 
take" this, that he was not 
righteous himſelf, but would ta 
his Servants. thar his Children, Per 
that were to live after him ſhould be ſo 
And how is the Righteous God 
to reward this Practice ? He | 
upon diſcover to Abrabam, the ge hes 
was about to de. 
Nay, farther ; It ſeems to be 
here as 2 Reaſon, why all the World 
be bleſſed in Abrabem. And we 
the means whereby that Bleſſing was cot 
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ing his Children after him, tho at DEE 
a diſtance from our Saviour, yet had an Ins 
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A dg trom other Enjoyments and Works 
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" in the Morning, ( be was carn<ſt- 
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dive to (the; mamnber of them aff. And 
was alt this'Care taken? Why ? To 
. tlic Sins which' be .thought they 
lt Fi 2 might 


hrs. of God; he does all this: 
has, ſays the Text, Job did continually.” 
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Thus Tzmorhy after him was promoted to 
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been nouriſh'd up in the Words of Faith and. 
good Dottrine, and from a Child hid known 
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ke other A les of our Lord, how- 
ever defective their firſt Educationn "might 
tave been, y<t they had'this Want fuppli- 
&d-by three Years Converſation with our: 
Lord ; aud after 'he left them, were 
_—_— ioſpired with 'the ''$ of 
Wiſdom 
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Parents, and went with them to: Fer»ſalem 
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grew by t weys of Inſtrution, which 
were ordinary : His Parents dire&ted; the 
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Way, and has greatly commended 'it-t0 
us /all, When the Son of God; bimfelf 
was” train'd vp ia this way, whilſt | be was 
young, 
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a Tree will not-yield to all your 


this is ſufficient to give you a view 
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ver to have been, than to have commatted- 


ſo great a Wickedneſs: And is not 
hapleſs State _—_ ? 


have contributed toward 

6. This leads ro another 
Motive to take care of their Education, be- 
cauſe if we do not, we ſhall be acceſſory to 
2ll the Evil they both do and ſuffer. Ir will 
be Tronble enough to think, we have thoſe 
fpruag from us, who have been the Authors 
of great Miſchief - to others, and fall inta 
utrermoſt Ruive themſelves, tho our ſelves 
had no hand in'it. That thoſe that came 
from, and are as it were of us, are 
molt juſtly ſentenced to Torments; 
this thought is almoſt unſupportable to a Pas 
rent : But what will it then be to make this 
bitter Refleftion, All this 111 that my Child 
has done, and all the Miſery he endures, 
the Effet of my Negligence ; it's 
my faalty Careleſnefs, that he was fo | 
and 1s fo wretched ? 

If the Happineſs of Heaven admit of 
Allays, as it does of Degrees, the Remem-» 
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All that 1 will add under this Conſiderati- 
on is, the Rule our Saviour has given, That 
we ſhould make eyery Man's Caſe our own 
for naturally Man is not ſo apt to conſider 
nother as himſelf. This will both excite us 
to Diligence, and make us charitable, 1 

But to conclude this Particular : If any 
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bave Mercy upon all Men. 
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